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THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

PROEM 
THE NEW tJNBELIEP 

'* How many things hard to credit one mncrt believe, in 
order no< to be a Chriftian." — Newman Smytb, ReaiUy of 
Faith, p. 46. 

The world sees, to-day, an unbelief of a new 
type: vague, loitering, eyasive, and strangely 
contented. Doubt of the sterner sort, doubt 
which " goes sounding on its dim and perilous 
way," doubt which is an anguish, and which is 
much nearer faith than it knows, is much less 
common than formerly. In its stead has come 
an unbelief which is as indefinite as a mist, as 
obscuring, and as little shaken by storms. It is 
not a landscape, but a vapour. "Christianity,*' 
it whispers, ** is, if not untrue, at least unneces- 
sary: life can be lived well enough without it." 
It is a mood untouched by any disquieting sense 
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of ethical responsibility. It seems to itself to 
dwell in a realm in which the challetige of that 
" stern lawgiver " duty does not run. Unbelief, 
for these easy souls, is a sort of lotus-eater's 
paradise. Its spirit is expressed in Tennyson's 
lines : 

^* There is no joj but cahn I 
Vfhj should wo only toil, the roof and crown of thinuBt 
. « . Is there anj peace 
In erer climbing np the climlnng wayet" 

The new unbeUef, in brief, does not deny ; it 
does not affirm. It would describe its own mood 
as a state of mental equipoise, equally remote 
from both affirmation and denial ''If I do 
not accept the Christian faith," a doubter of 
this school would say, " neither do I reject it." 
His mood towards religion is that of a judge not 
yet satisfied with the evidence. He is weighing 
the arguments on both sides, and doing it with 
dispassionate leisureliness. No argument as yet 
has emerged which closes the case, and he waits 
for its appearance with easy content. 

This seems to its propi^etor a dignified attitude^ 
and one which even has about it a gratifying 
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THE BELIEBiS OF UNBELIEF 3 

halo of intellectual distinction. In addition/ it 
is, or seems to be, delightfully fipee from any 
uncomfortable moral responsibilities. It is 
surely possiUe to argue that the obligations of 
a creed do not begin until the creed itself has 
been finally proved. So the doubter regards his 
conscience as uncommitted to either side. It is 
not responsible for any decision, for it has come 
to none. The soul stands, or rather sits, in a 
state of contented equipoise, betwixt mighty 
opposites. 

But, in mechanics and in morals alike, a state 
of equipoise means a point of exact balance be- 
twixt opposing forces ; and to justify the alleged 
equipoise of doubt, not only the forces for faith, 
and against it, but for doubt and against it, must 
be ascertained and assessed. And' it is certain 
that in the case of most doubters of the t)^ here 
described no process of this sort has been under- 
taken with sufficient seriousness. The difficulties 
of religion aire examined under a microscope ; but 
the owner of the microscope does not apply it to 
his doubts, or to ttie difficulties of his dotibts. 
That they have their own difficulties, indeed, is, 
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4 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

somehow, regarded as a matter of quite secondary 
consequence. 

But in religion, and as an attitude towards 

the great affirmations of religion, doubt is remote 

by measureless degrees from that comfortable, 

non*committal attitude usually claimed for it. 

yhe human soul cannot sit, perched on a note o f 

i nterrogation^ amid the tremendous opposites of 

/ belief and unbelief, consenting to neither. Tin- 

j belief is itself a choice. It is an a(?t ; an affirma- 

N ^ tion ; a creed, with the subtle, reflex influenoes 

on life which belong to a oreed. 

We live under conditions which make any 
imaginary state of suspended decision impossible. 
Life runs swiftly. Its grammar is always in the 
imperatiye mood. Conduct can know no pause. 
The conscience refiises to dwell in a vacuum. 
Each instant, whether we choose it, pr not^ no 
matter what may be our doubts, we must act. 

Doubt, it is true, seems to its possessor to 
suspend — or at least to postpone — ^the authority 
of divine law. But that very sui^nsion of law 
becomes itself a rule of conduct, with all the 
responsibilities of law. 
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THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 5 

Time, in a word, is intolerant of hesitations. 
Life has to be lived. The swift, unresting mo- 
ments throng past us, each one, in turn, a 
complete probation; each one bringing with it 
a chidlenge that pierces to the conscience and 
judges it. At every instant the sharp challenge 
of duty has to be met and answered. The ship, 
to vary the figure, is on the wide and restless 
sea, with its mysterious tides, and brooding 
tempests, and far-off harbours. Sail we must ! 
Some course must be chosen : some hand must 
be on the wheel — is on the wheel. 

Let us imagine a captain layilig side by side 
the conflicting charts of Faith and Doubt. He 
is undecided betwixt the two. He accepts 
.neither. But that refused to choos6 is itself a 
choice. To let the ship drift is a choice. The 
absence of a course is a course I 

Doubt, it is somehow taken for granted, 
means only the refusal to decide. It is not an 
act, but the arrest of action. But in religion 
that arrest of action is itself an act of the highest 
significance* It stops the train ! It cancels out 
the most tremendous factors in the arithmetic of 
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6 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

life. It thruBts aside, as though they were non- 
existent, obligations which, if they have any 
reality, are measureless. It forbids the hand 
of Christ to touch the eonscienjce. It puts God 
Hiinself in the category of foroes it is safe to 
neglect What decision could be inote tremendous 
in scale than that '^ refusal to decide," which 
decides so much I 

Is it true that religion has no authority to 
affect conduct until it has been proved with the 
certainty of o^e of the axioms of Euclid ? Till 
the last difficulty in religion is solved, and the 
last mystery is dissipated, have we the right to 
treat it as nopa-existent ? In what other realm 
of life do we treat doubt as a discharge from the 
obligation to act, or wait until the final un- 
certainty h^s vanished, before we act ? We 
buy and sell, we risk money, and health, and 
^ happiuioss, and life itself cm what ipre Qot certain- 
ties, but probabilities. We do this every day. 
The whole busine9?i of jthe world would be 
arrested if thin were not done. . 

And this law of ^tion runs i|ito the ethical 
realm. Duty there, as everywhere else, begins 
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THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 7 

long before an unclouded certainty is reached. 
The fool of the psalmist whispered in his heart, 
" There is no God." The easy-tempered doubter 
of to-day does not go as far. He affirms nothing 
— even in a whisper 1 *' There may be a God/' 
is his position ; " but the proof is not sufficient 
to make His claim absolute.'' 

Now, at the point of practice, and if he treats 
his doubt as a discharge from all necessity for 
practice, it is dear that such a doubter stands 
beside David's fool without his excuse. If a 
man has ascertained finally Uiat there is no God, 
/ he may act on that certainty. . But no< to be 
sure, only to doubt, and yet to act as though 
doubt were a certainty, and cancelled all duty, 
is to outrfool the fool of the psalmist 

It is easy to show, in this way, that the very 
make of the world, the insistent, unceasing 
challenge of eveiits, the mere rush of the swift 
moments, make any easy, unconmiitted equipoise 
in the realm of religion impossible. But the 
doubter tricks himself when he imagines that his 
doubt represents any such equipoise. 

Doubt is itself, as a matter of fact, a complete 
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8 THE BELIEFS OP UNBELIEF 

interpretation of life and the universe. That it 
is an interpretation which empties life of mean- 
ing, makes duty a guess, dismisses God from His 
own universe, as an unproved hjrpothesis, and 
turns the characters of the moral law into 
fluctuating ciphers, capable of being read in a 
hundred ways, need not be considered just now. 
The point to be insisted on i^ that doubt is 
in itself a creed, with itis own conscious or 
unconscious affirmations ; it is to be judged, 
like every other creed, by its affirmations. 

The notion that doubt has no positives, and is 
committed to nothing, is almost universal. Its 
literature is one long, loud oratorio of mei'e 
denials. It seems to have lio theology of its 
own for which it is responsible* 

But, it must be repeated, our doubts are 
creeds ! Creeds only half seen by their owners, 
perhaps, because they are not steadily looked at. 
But they are definite though unformulated creeds 
in spite of that. Every denial is one facet of 
a proposition of which the other facet is an 
affirmation. 

Take the foundation belief of all religion — ^^the 
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THE BELIEFS OP UNBELIEP 9 

doctrine of Grod. In substance, there are, in 
relation to it, three schemes of thought possible 

^ — ^Theism, Atheism, Pantheism. Is a definite 
choice betwixt these three inevitable? Is an 
uncommitted attitude betwixt them impossible ? 
No — a theory which denies — or at least cancels 
out — ^all three is thinkable. Huxley has in- 
vented a name for it; Herbert Spencer has 
drawn it out into a stately philosophical system. 
It is Agnosticism. 

But Agnosticism is itself, in turn, a creed, and 
one of the most positive and practical quality. 
Who denies that twice two makes four, need not 
affirm that they make three, or five. He may 
assert they yield a result unknown. But the 

^ formula, 2 + 2 « a: is a propositibn as definite, 
and one which carries with it as directly practical 
results, as the proportion that 2 + 2 » 4. 

The only difference is that he who keeps his 
accounts, and carries on his business, on the 
theory that 2 + 2 = a:, will discover that l3iis 
is an arithmetic which — equally with the for- 
mula, 2 + 2 = 3 or « 5 — Pleads straight to the 
Insolvency Court ' 
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10 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

Every possible alternative to Christiamty, to 
sum up, is itself a belief ; and being a heiipt it 
has its own special and inevitaUe ethics. It has 
for conduct the office which tiie axioms at the 
beginning of a geometrical problem have for the 
conclusion at its eAd. Conduct is the conclusion 
for which a man's creed is the premiss. '' Our 
chief business with Christianity/' says Chalmers, 
"is to proceed upon it'* That is true of every 
creed. On what else should a man " pix)ceed " ? 

Etl^cs are not to be chosen, like toys, because 
they are pretty ; pr, like tools, because they are 
useful. They are coiiclusions from accepted 
postulates, and are as inevitable as the con- 
clusions of geometry. Does any one imagine that 
the conclusipns of the problems in Euclid are 
nuyvable; that they can be attached to any. set 
of deductions at pleasure? 

The spectrum analysis, as every (me kuQws, 
makes visible^ by a law woven into the very 
stnicture of things, tli^e elements present in a ray 
of light No matter how remote is the source 
of the light — it may come from Arcturus or 
Orion — ^but under the test of the spectro- 
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acope the. elements in it register themselves in 
.certain fixed lines, as characteristic as a human 
signature. J)oes any one siq>pose that the 
scientist can fit» at ple^urOi to any particular 
r^y of lights any scheme .of lines he wishes? 
The lines in the spectrum are tl^e reflex of the 
elements in the ray. They are not accidents ; 
they are results. And because they are results 
they are a, revelation. 

And life is the spectrum of the creed behind 
it Exactly as the lines made visible by the 
spectroscope are the i*egister of the €|lements in 
the ray^ so the ethics ojf a creed follow, ^ by a 
law from which there ia no escape, frcnn the 
structure of the creed itself. 

Each creed inevitably yields lawa for 
conduct ; and it is acci^ted, or dis<»;edited, 
in advance, by the standard pf life which it 
creates. And nothing is move certain than that 
aH the rivals of Christianity are a&ajd of their 
own ethiofk T^y ^in^^wn them ; they refuse 
to so much as rcQiember th^m I They try to 
steal the ethics of Christianity — ^its emotions, 
its motives, its vocabulary, its hopes. What 
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12 THE BELIEFS OP UNBELIEF 

spectacle is more familiar than that of men 
struggling to keep the moral system of Chris- 
tianity, and even its sun-filled horizon, while 
denying both its history and its doctrines? 

And for a time they succeed. That the 
denial of Christianity does not shape conduct 
instantly, and in every case, to its own strange 
and dreadful patterii, is due to the fact that the 
very unbelief which rejects Christianity cannot 
escape its influence. Something of the perfume 
of Christianity is in the very air of the 
world. The wholesome salt of its ethics is in the 
blood of the race. The man of no faith is still 
the child of whole centuries of faith. 

The choice of the soul, to sum up, does not lie, 
in the last analysis, betwiirt? Belief and Doubt ; 
but betwixt rival forms of belifet If the Chris- 
tian creed is not accepted, there emerge certain 
alternative beliefs perfectly definite in character, 
one or other of which must take its place. For 
the temple of the human soul cannot be left 
empty, swept, and garnished. Some Tenant 
must come! Men are unwilling to see the 
inevitable and underlying aflSrmations of doubt, 
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THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 13 

the dark alternatives to faith, from which there 
is no escape ; they try, as we have said, to keep 
the Christian solution of the great problems of 
duty, while rejecting the axioms On which that 
solution is built But no attempt is more 
certainly predoomed to defeat 

These papers are an attempt to define, and 
asse^i what may be called the positives of doubt ; 
the strange beliefs which lurk under the mask of 
unbelief. Faith suffers — ^d rightiy suffers — 
incessant challenge for its credentials. But let 
us stop for a moment to consider what are the 
credentials of doubt? The fight has hitherto 
raged round the evidences of religion ; it is 
surely time to ask what are the " evidences " of 
irreligion. The Christian faith has its difficulties, 
it may be frankly admitted ; but let the question 
be seriously considered : What are the difficulties 
of the alternatives to that fEiith ? 

No feir-minded disputant, of course, will wish 
to push what niay be called the logic of the 
dilemma too far ; and no one with any adequate 
view of either truth or history will deny that the 
alternative doctrines of to-day may prove, with 
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14 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

ampler knowledge, to be the complementaxy 
truths of to-morrow. But this applies only to 
truths of what may be called the secondary 
order. Some truths are absolute ; some denials 
are final It is idle to blind ourselves to these ; 
it is cruel not to deal honestly with them. 

The positives of unbelief, in a word, exist, and 
are inevitable ; they are tremendous in scale and 
results; they carry with them their own latins of 
conduct. And the real test of unbelief lies 
there, and nowhere else. 
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PART I 
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

CHAPTER I 
OOD IN TH» CHRISTIAN ORBED 

"I beMere in God the Father Ahnightj, Maker of 
heaTen and earth."— 2%« ApoatM Creed. 

The Christian faith is a chain of positive 
truths, the first and greatest of which affirms 
the existence of God. '' In the beginning — -. 
Grod."* These are the first syllables in the story 
of the universe^ the starting-point of Christian 
belief " Theism," says Professor Gwatkin, " has 
been the great^t force in history, and remains 
the general belief of serious men/' And before 
considering tiie inevitable alternatives to that 
fundamental truth, it is worth while to put, in 
plain and untheological language, what the 
Christian faith at this point teaches. 

But in what words shall Christian belief 
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18 THE BELIEFS OF UNBEMEF 

about God e:q>re88 itwlf? The subiletiea of 
metaphysics, the formulee of logic, even the 
definitions of theology, seem to have no adequacy 
in this realm. What the soul asks is, rather, 
as Dr. Parker says, the six wings of Isaiah's 
seraph, with twain to cover our face, with 
twain to cover our feet, and twain with which 
to fly. 

It is easy to multiply stately phrases about 
6rod. He is eternal in existence, measureless 
in power, stainless in holiness, of goodnesp 
infinite. Ail the forces of nature are but the 
expression of His energy. All its life is the 
creation of His breath. All its beauty is the 
mgnature of His wisdom. But as a vehicle for 
expressing the conception of God, language fiEdls 
or betrays us; and thought is scarcely less 
adequate tiian speech, where God is its object 

If we take all noblest and highest things 
within the range of our senses—the majesty that 
dwells in the height of the heavens, the daily 
repeated glory of the dawn, the flame-pictures 
of the sunset, the ordered is^lendour of the stars ; 
and if to such heights and depths of material 
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THE BELIEFS OF UNBEUBF 19 

glory, we add the great things of the spiritual 
order — 9XI that is purest in the saint, and 
wisest in the sage, and tenderest in human 
affection ; and if we multiply these by innume* 
rable degrees, and to infinite heights, we have 
yet not reached any adequate conception (d 
God, 

There is no measure within tiie scale of the 
human mind of His glory. The curve of our 
thought is too low for the conception of His 
greatneto. Our broken terms of love fail to 
interpret the wonder of His love. Our yesterdays 
and to-morrows cannot express His eternity. 

We take the great and rcisounding words of 
human speech, and describe God as Almi^ty, 
Eternal, the Invisible, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. But the phrases give us only 
faint and broken aspects of God. We can speak 
of Hi>^ only in stammering phrases that ar6 in 
conflict with each other. He dwells in tiie 
height of the heavens; nay, tiie heaven of 
heavens cannot contain Him. And yet He 
dwells, too, in the cup of the violet; He is 
present in th^ joy of a littie child, in tiie sigh 
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20 THE BELIEFS OP UNBELIEF 

of the broken and contrite heart He guides 
ihe planets through space. But he watches too 
the flight of the sparrow ; He numbers the foot- 
steps of a child 

He is unthinkable, dwelling afar, in that light 
to which no man can approach ; and yet — ^it is 
the paradox of His glory ! — He gives Himself to 
our human thought in the nearest, sweetest, 
simplest terms. ''Grod, Who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts to give the light of the knoidedge of 
the gloty of God in the fact of Jems Christ.** 
So a human Face, written with tiie characters 
of a love which shines <m us tiirough suffering, 
is the highest interpretation of the unseen and 
infinite God. And if we might choose ^e 
form in which tiiis Eternal and Almighty God 
— ^the God of infinite holiness. Who is yet the 
Father of our qririts — should come to us, would 
we not ask that it might be in human terms; 
in the shape which, for what is best in us, has 
most of appealing power; in the vision, that 
is, of a love which stoops to uttermost sacrifice 
for us? 
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O wonderful God! At once so liigh, and 
yet so lowly ; so far off, and yet so near. His 
holiness is the terror of our sin. His will is 
the law and measure of our duty. {lis love 
is the hope of our penitence. His fidelity is 
the pledge of our happiness. **Qod," says 
Dr. Parker, '' is a Fire that cannot be touched ; 
a life too great for shape or image ; a Love for 
which there is no equal name.*' And when all 
the subtieties and capacities of language have 
been exhausted to express what God is, and 
have failed us ; somehow, we find that the little 
and familiar words of human speech best present 
Him to our faith* "God is Love;" "Gk)d is 
Light;" "God is a Spirit;" " a God of Truth;" 
"our Father in Heaven." H^re is a golden 
chain of cree<b, each in words of one syllable I 

The God of Christian faith is not an im- 
personal energy: "i^ stream of tendency"; "a 
Power not ourselves," whether making &r 
righteousness or not. How could love awaken 
towards an intangible Force? How could 
prayer whisper its petition to a " stream 
of tendency," or hope ding to it ? God is a 
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22 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

person ; and we find the witness, and proof of 
the personality of God in the deep, imperishable 
sense of personality in ourselves. This is the 
central fact of owt own nature. Moral qualities 
would be impossible without it. All the relation- 
ships of life would paish if it did not exist. 
And it is incredible that OtoA can have given His 
creatures something greater than He possesses 
Himself. 

At these great heights, it may be admitted, 
it is easy for human feet to stumble and 
human thought to fail. We are tempted to 
aak what room is there for our poor little per- 
sonality in God's universe? Is not that 
universe filled and possessed by His iufijiite 
personalty ? What is the dividing line betwixt 
His personality and ours ? Must not our per- 
sonality be lost in Hist 

A diluted Hegelianism has for t^e moment 
become popular; it teaches that God is not a 
person, but Personality itself. All other per- 
sonalities are but so many thoughts of the 
Divine mind, rays of the Divine conscioumess. 
God has created the universe only as a mode of 
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realising Himself; and He has no other con- 
sciousnefss than the snm-total of consciousness 
amongst His creatures. But tiiis is a meta- 
physical puzzle ; it cannot surviye translation 
into clear speech. If we conceive of our per- 
sonality melting into God's personality, morality 
itself must perish ; for all acts become Gknl's 
acts. This is the doctrine of Hegel, and of a 
philosophy older than Hegel, but it is a philoso- 
phy that has failed. It hides God behind a 
haze of metaphysics, and leaves no ground for 
sober CSiristian fiEtith. That faith affirms not 
only the infinite personality of God, but the 
indestructible personality of man. 

The person riityjgf^Gpd Jit^must Jm^ <diaitt.id^, 
is a conception toa great for the human mind ; 
but its denial is a vaster incredibility tiuaan its 
assertion. The logic whic^ vindicates Christian 
faith at this point can be packed into a very 
brief compass. Truth, goodness, and love, we 
are sure, are attributes of God. What is truth 
but tiie infinite and absolute in thought; or 
goodnesd but th^ infinite and absolute in will ; 
t>r love but the infinite and absolute in feelihg ? 
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Now if God be trutli, He thiuks ; if He be 
goodness, He wills ; if He be love, He feels. 
But truth, goodness, love, are the qualities of a 
persoi^ ''They are the characteristic/' says 
Principal Garvie, in the " Hibbert Journal ^ (p. 
567)t ''of consciousness. They have meaning 
only within sdf-consciousness." To deny per- 
sonality to God is to deny at once that He 
possesses either truth, goodness, or love — a denial 
that is worse tiian atiieism. 

It is because God is a person. He is capable 
of personal rdations with His creatures. Is 
it thinkable tiiat an imperfect human spirit can 
come nearer to a fellow-spirit, equally imper- 
fect, l^Mun God, the Father of our fi^irits, can 
comie to us all ? Of all relationships possibly to 
us ncme is so close, none so sweiet^none so sure, 
as that into which God comes. 

^ Closer is He than breathing ; nearer than hands or feet." 

It is commonly said that to ascribe such qualities 
to God is only a proof of the tyranny of anthro- 
pomorphic conceptions. But what is dishonouring 
to God in such conceptions ? We do not degrade 
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the Almighty by sapng that He thinks and 
knows and wills. *' If the power behind Nature 
were d^^tute of these fftcnlties/' says Professor 
Momerie, ** it would be infinitely inferior to the 
poorest type of man. ... In power, as such, 
there is nothing divine. What care I for a 
Power l^t is eternally unconscious? It may 
have strength enough to dash the entire universe 
into slavers ; but let mb realise that it is s^ise- 
less, and I look upm it nfith c^MQtempit'V 

The Christian conception of God, it is to 
be noted, grows evet higher as our knowledge 
of HiB methods and the scale of His wo^s 
increases. Scienee, wiiidy read, does not rebuke 
Mth at this point; nrtJier, it endows it witii a 
new vision, and kindles it to a new exultation. 
God is better kaoilm to us than He was to our 
fftlliers. iDavid saw t^ gloi^y of God written 
in the heavens ; and he tdls us in the music of 
a gpeti, psalm how the si^t i^Sected him. But 
how much of thoisie heaVens dkl David know? 
He could not pierce their heights, nor count the 
multitude of the stars, as we have learned to do. 
He spdt out only the first syllables of their 
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mystic speech. He never saw more than the 
mere outljniDg seouta of the great aimy of 
rushing planets : and never imagined more than 
those he saw. 

But for us, with each new disooyety of science 
the heavens gi^w wider, and higher, and crowded 
-with yet vaster hosts. We have leamed that 
in their depths a thousand million stars are 
wheeling ; and so we have a vision of the scale 
of God's thou^ts such as no samt or prophet 
of olden days had. 

We have another revelation, too, of God, of 
which the earlier ages never dreamed. Science 
is teaching us that Qod is in things infinitesi- 
mal as surdy, and on a scale as gieat, as He 
is in things that are vast When we untwist 
the last and innermost thread <rf matter, we find 
God there, hiding the splendours of His onmipo- 
tence in the curve of an atom. The vision of 
a hundred million stairs, hung in th^ Imghts 
and depths of space, is hardly so wcmderful as 
that latest discovery oi science — a comrt^dlation 
hidden in every n^lecule ; so that the dust 
beneath our feet has, burning in it, unseen atars 
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as wonderful in their minuteness, as swift and 
steadfast in their tiny orbits, as Unmus and 
Sirius are in their vastness. And since God 
must be as great in spiritual as He is in physkal 
terms, redemption gains, in this way, an ever 
new credibility from eadi new discoTcry of 
science. 

The cross of Calvary, with its tremendous 
significance, could hardly find standing ground 
benetfth tl^ low skies of early human kaowhAge. 
But the measureless heavens, as we have learned 
to know them, rising ever higher; ike scale 
of the physical universe^ with its constantly 
expanding horiions, by the index they offer 
to our vevy senses of the curve of GkxL's 
thoughts in the lowest cirdes of His universe, 
makes credible the incredibte stoty of our 
redemption. 

The last and highest word about God Chria- 
tian iki^ knows is that great saying of St. 
John — " God is love." So we believe the unir 
varse is built on love; it is shaped to ends of 
love ; it is moving to a goal of love. And 
Christian ethics are but love translated into 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 THE BELIEFS OP UNBELIEF 

terms of duty. All human obligations are 
summed up in the terms of love. Not the 
intellect, but love, is the organ of spiritual 
knowledge. ^' Every one that loveth is bom of 
God, and knoweth GUxL He that loveth not 
knoweth not God, for God is love. . . « God is 
love ; and he that dwelleth in love dweUeth in 
Gk)d, and Grod in him." 

There is a divine accent in such words. They 
break in on us front another realm than any 
merely human lit^atture knows. Here is a 
strain of the music of heaven stealing across 
die disc<»rds of earth. Love, on this reading, 
is but the name for an impulse, an emotion, 
a spiritual mood, by which the creature is knitted 
into eternal moral hurmony, not only with the 
Creator, but with His whole unsinning creation. 

This conception of Gbd is the key whidi 
unlocks aH the mysteries <^ the universe. It 
explains how the universe came into beiD^. It 
explains the height of the star-filled heavens, the 
energy which floods all space, the march of the 
seasons, the beauty of the sea and of the flowers. 
It explains, top^ the holiness of the saint, the 
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coun^e of the martyr, the child's gladness, 
the mother's passion of tenderness. nake^i 
desolate, drea<tfid nniverse, if God did not exist 
in it, and rtde over it, and make it' the servant 
of His purpose, and the reflex of His character ! 

For what is the gnanortee to ns <tf the order 
of ih» universe? Why are we sure that tibe 
stars will not break loose; t^at some vagrant 
comet may not wreck the earth ; ihat the daily 
miracle of the dawn wiH continue; tiiat the 
march of the seasons will stall 

'* Bring the flower again, 
And bring the firstling to the flock " t 

Science shows that the earth, to its utt^most 
atom, and the whole depth of space through 
which the earth is rushing, thrill with terrific 
forces. What assurance have we that they may 
not at any moment break loose and destroy us ? 

We talk of " Ihe constancy of nature '* ; but 
constancy is a quality of character, and the 
constancy of nature is but the expression in 
physical terms of the character of God. The 
anima mundi is a well-known phrase in philo- 
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sophy, and is the favourite Paatheistic name 
for God; but in a wiser s^ise thw Pan^eism 
knows, and with a loftier meaning than philo- 
aophy c^m. teadi, Christian faith brieves Qoi 
to be the Soul of the universe. This lifts the 
scheme of nature up into the realms of purpose, 
and makes it the instrument and servant of 
character. A living human body without a 
80ul> a mindless thing, incapable of volition, 
would be a scandal and pmril to its kind. And 
this is what the universe must be apart from 
God. God is the divine Soul of the universe ; 
and this anima mundi stands to us in a relation- 
ship) which He Himself interprets to us by the 
words "Our Father." 
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CHAPTER II 
Ike bvidences for faith in qo1> 

''The whole diversity of created things coald have its 
. origin only in the ideeta and the will of Ik necessarily 
^ Existing Being.** — Sis Isaac NiwtON. 

What axe the evidences for this great &ith ? 
"There are many proofs/' says Professor 
Gwatkin, ''but no demonstration.'' God can- 
not be packed into a syllogism, or " proved *' in 
terms of logic. But neither can any one prove, 
V in terms qf logic, that the worid exists, or that 
we otorselves exist ! The tJiree final postulates of 
tliought are God, the world, and ourselves; and 
they are all incapable of absolute metaphysical 
proof. Who limits his belief to that which can 
be demonstrated, in terms of formal logic, 
must deny them all; and all, as a matter of 
fact, have been denied, ' " Must we have logical 
demonstration of that which underlies logic ? 
Must we see God in the sky, as Lalande scofis. 
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or get Him into our laboratories, for analysis, 
before we are persuaded?" 

Demand for logical proof in relation to God is 
absurd, and yet what an energy of logic is 
arrayed on the side of Ohristiaii belief ! Many 
so-called '^^denoes" of €r6d*s existence touch 
only the fringe of things; but others run back 
into eternal certainties. Let us tal^ two— «ad 
they are but samples; one resting on the very 
structure of the visible universe, and one wrought 
into the structure of our own minds. 

The highest expression of mind is to tBke 
a number of unconscious, unrelated physical 
things, and set them in relations which make 
them the channel of a meaning of which they 
are unconscious, the servants of an intelligent 
purpose of which they know nothing. Such an 
office laid on material things, or extracted from 
them, is only possible in terms of mind. 

For example, the letters of the alphabet are a 
cluster of unrelated symbols, each standing for 
one of those sepswate air- waves called sound. 
But put together in a certain order they make 
a proposition in Euclid, or a sonnet by Keats. 
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Now, it is certain that the letters themselves 
could i|<M^ construct the theorem, or set the 
cadences of the sonnet chiming. Behind the 
unconscious symbols, and using them as its 
servants, is tiie mind of the geometrician, the 
ima^nation of the poet- 

The seven notes of music are in Nature, and 
exist independ^itly of man : but they are merely 
a succession of vibrations in the mindless air. 
Beethoven knits them by subtle and innumerable 
haiinomes and contrasts to each other, till deep 
calls to deep, and an ordered tumult of sweet 
sounds is bom, making perfect music. The 
wedded harmonies of the great fugue are more 
than the notes of the octave. The ** Moonlight 
Sonata " is the seven notes, plus Beethoven. 

Now, exactly as the twenty-six letters of the 
alphabet could not make Hamlet without the mind 
of Shakespeare behind them ; or as the seven 
notes of the octave must have the genius of 
Handel flowing through them, before the " Halle- 
lujah Chorus" is born, so the unrelated elements 
of the physical universe must have an infinite 
and controlling Mind behind them, and making 
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them the servants of intelligent purpose, before 
the order of the worlds is bom. That the 
physical universe is a unit is a final proof of 
Grod's Existence ; for that unity is bom of iJie 
relations of things ; and these relations are woven 
by what must be the energies of an Infinite 
Mind. 

The ordered unity of the material universe is 
everywhere taken for gT:anted. "Here," in the 
words of Martineau, " is a net- work of universal 
media, which weaves the contents of space into 
one syi^tem : a ranning thread of progresfldve 
history blending aH Time into one drama." 

But the miracle it represents — the miracle of 
an incalculable number of things so knitted 
together into relation and interdependence with 
each other that they produce a common result — 
is not realised. 

The stars are separated ; yet every particle in 
each is at play with every particle in all other 
stars, to farthest Sirius. Is there any rhjrthm, 
indeed, bom in the poef s brain, or woven of 
music in Chopin or Mendelfi»ohn, like the 
rhythm of the worlds, the unjamng harm<Hiies 
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of the planets? Still less can any harmony 
bom of wedded dound in mnsic represent the 
concord and agreement witli each other of all 
the separate forces which make the equipoise 
of tile physical universe I 

The universe is concrete music. It is a song 
of which God is the singer ; a poem with stars 
for syllaHes, and the measureless forces that 
rush through space for melody. If the letters of 
the alphabet cannot make Hamlet without the 
mind of Shakespeare behind them ; if the seven 
notes of the octave must have the genius of 
Handel flowing through them before the " HWle- 
lujath Chorus" is podidble, how certain it is that 
l^e unrelated elements and forces of the physi(^ 
uidveJrs^ must have an Infinite Mind/using them 
as its servants, and setting them in terms^ <mF 
mindy l)fefore the otd^ of the worlds can exist 

And how fitr this miracle of co-ordinating 
purpose-*^the supreme act and proof of mind 
^eKtehds! It is^ we are sure, co-extencdve 
with the physical univeiBe. Its existence is the 
constant aiid most certain presupposition of 
sci^iGe. Its disappearance would be the wreck 
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of science. Imagine intelligence standing amazed 
in a realm where chance r6igned, and law was 
unknown ! The Mind whidi thus stamps itself on 
the wh<4e universe in characters of purpose visible 
even to our dim intelligence, must be infinite; 
and there is no certainty known to reason more 
absolute th^i that such a mind exists. 

The absolute proof of God's ^xist^nce is 
thus found in the relations in which ike 
mindless elements of the universe are set 
wiik each other^ produdng an order of which 
they are not only incapable, but unconscious. 

An equally absolute proof of the existeiiee of 
God is foiind, again, wrought into the very con- 
stitution of the human mind. The intellect is 
so made that, whatever it may pretend to do, 
it cannot aiccept an endless succession oi second 
causes ; a diain with no first link. An Ultimate 
Cause, itself uncaused, is a necessity of thought ; 
and the qualities of this Cause, we cannot escape 
bdieving, are interpreted by its effects. It must 
be rational, since the universe is built on terms 
of reason. It must be moral ; or whence come» 
conscience I It must be personal ; or how is it 
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that w6 are endowed with personality ? And 
a First Cause which is rational, moral, and 
personal — ^is Qodl 

" It is impossible," says Herbert Spencer, " to 

N^ aVoid making the assumption of self-existei^ce 
s(»newhere/' All the creeds, in fact, begin with 
exactly that assumption. Atheism assumes the 
self-existence of matter; Pantheism assumes 

' the self-existence of everjrthing; the Christian 
faith rests on the self-existence of God* M 
William Asik^ argues, in his " Religion With- 
out God," we are shut up to one or other 
of three conceiTable starting-points : An Eternal 
"^ Nothing, which originated both mind and 
matter ; Eternal Matter, which originated mind ; 
or an Eternal Mind, which originated all things. 
The first assimiption is inconceivable ; the second 
is impos&dble and absxird ; the tiiird is the only 
theory in which the sane mind can finally rest. 
And it is the creed of Christianity ! '^ Belief in 
God is the first instinct, and the last qoimctioni 
of sane intelligence." 

But are there no difficulties in this great 
creed; no shadows in the glory of God's nature ? 
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Yes; theology would be incredible if it were 
not dark witli mystery. In this realm, finite 
thought wanders amid infinities. ''The power 
which the univarse manifests to us/' says Herbert 
Spencer, *• is utterly inscrutable." But in t^se 
words he is only repeating unconsdotmly t^ 
challenge of Scripture: ^'Who can know the 
Almighty unto perfection ? " '' Clouds and 
darkness are round about Him.'' How can the 
Infinite be uttered in terms of the finite ?^ 
^Xnd there are mysterieriMd ^ttiieultfes, not 
only in the very conception of God, but in 
the ISEU^ts of His universe. How can it be 
otherwise ? We see only one tiny point in the 
great curve of God's plan : we have the record 
of only one brief moment in the histoiry of 
His universe. But Christian faith, while it 
admits that ''clouds and darkness are round 
about Him,'' still affirms with rejoicing con- 
fidence that "righteousness and judgment are 
t^ habitati<Mi of His throne/' "Gods way 
i9 in the deep, His path is in the gr^t waters ; 
His judgments are not known." But through 
all the ages that lie behind us, and still, to-day. 
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He leads the soxds that trust in Him like 
a flock; though it is by hands, and in paths, 
and towards a goal, they cannot see. 

O blessed faith! "When I kneel'' — says 
that true saint and fine thinker, William Arthur 
— "when I kneel at the throne of grace, and 
say, ' Our Father, which art in heaven,' it seems 
as if all my being were flooded with the light 
of a countenance full of unutterable life and 
love. * Thou art a shield for me,* I cry ; * a 
shield for me. My glory, and the lifter-up of 
my head.' Yea 1 even so. And therefore unto 
the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, the 
only wise God, be honour and glory for ever. 
And let all the people say Amen I This, then, 
be our witness before the living and the un- 
born : we which have believed do enter into 
restl" 
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PART II 

THE ALTERNATIVE TO BELIEF IN GOD 

CHAPTER I 

ATHEISM 

^ '^Thft atheistic theory is not only absolutely unthink- 
able; but, 07OQ if it were thinkable, it would not be a 

floltttion<''-^HpEBBBBV SPllfOBB. 

Thb altematiyes to the Christian faith about 
God are easily named. ** It is impossible/* to 
quote Herbert Spencer once more, '' to avoid 
making the assumpticm of self-existence some- 
whwe/' We may believe, witii the atheist, in 
the self-existence of matter ; or, with the pan- 
theist, in the self-existence of everj^ing ; or, 
with the Christian, in the self-existence of Grod. 
Or we may deny all three with the agnostic. 
But he who rejects the belief of Christianity 
as to Qod must put in its place one of these 
three — atheism, pantheism, agnosticism. 
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It might be imagined that pantheism, as an 
alternative to Christianity, iovld be dismissed 
almost without debate. The word is used in 
literature as a label, but does any sane man 
under civilised sUte really hold the creed be- 
hind t)ie labels wii^ ^ tl>e fey^p^^f^s 
which follow from that creed ? Yet pantheism, 
it cannot be dei]|ied| jbjas im^spired some famous 
books ; it has captured somje great thinkers — on 
the Continent at least; it has yielded j|ome 
picturesque philosophies. But, fttriiq[>ed of «;fill 
ingenious disguises, what is the hard and naked 
quitUty of its teaching ? 

Pantheism starts with a very different pre- 
miss to atheism; but, panadoxical as it may 
seem, it arrives at the same conclusion* At^ism 
denies aay creation,. since there is no Creator. 
Pantheism denies creati(Hi too, but it is because 
^there is no creature ! 

But there are darker shadows still in this dark 
^reed. On the pantheistic theory God did not 
create the universe. He i^ the universe — all 
that is dark in it, as well as all that is bright 
Everything is but a disguise of GKxL All acts 
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are, directly or indirectly, His acta ; dil wills are 
but modes of His will, idl diaracters disguises 
of His character. He has no other conseiotts- 
ness than the sum*total of consciousness His 
creatures possesa His personidity is cnly the 
aggregate of all other personalities. 

Everytjiing is Qod; evil as truly as good, 
fetlsehood as surely as truth, cruelty absolutely 
as pity. Jack the Ripper as well aa Paul t^e 
saint The Im^t of the brothel is His, the tortures 
of Russian prison-cells, the obscenities of Afirican 
obi-worship, as certainly as the love of the 
mother, and the courage of the martyr^ The 
atheist who denies there is a God is himself a 
mode of God, and his atheism is a reflection of 
son^ething in Qod — ^if it is only of Gc^'s doubts 
about Himself! 

Thi$ is a dreadful creeds a deniid at once of 
personality in man and of perfect goodness in 
God. It teaches the divinity of evil as well as 
of good. On this theory there is no sin, imless 
God Himself is a sinner. 

This doctrine cuts the very roots of all ethicsi 
It is not reasw, but the mere bewilderment 
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and scandal of reason. To ask what argument 
sustiAins such a theory is absurd. According to 
it we are all machines, or rather will-less tnts of 
that great machine we call the universe. Why 
ask one little fragment of the machine for an 
argument to prove that the machine exists ? It 
is like asking the grease-box of a steam-engine 
for a philosophy of the engine itsell 

Th^e remidn only two arguable alternatives 
to theistic Christianity — atheism and agnosticism, 
and each may be considered in the briefest 
possible terms. 

It seems, perhaps, to the sober mind, incrediUe 
that, outside a lunatic asylimi, atheism can exist. 
To waste ink or argument upon it is slaying the 
d^. But atheism is, unhappily, a real creed 
for many ; for some, indeed, it is a creed pro- 
claimed in almost arrogant accenta In the last 
French census, nearly 5,000,000 people wrote 
themselves down " atheists." On the Continent 
there are many writers who would repeat 
Feuerbach's words : '* It is clear as the sun, and 
evident as the day, that there is no Qod; and, 
still more, that there can be no Qod." 
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And we need not emigrate to foreign skies to 
discover atheism. Mrs. Besant, in her '^ Gospel 
of Atheism/' declares that ^* the name atheist is 
one of the grandest titles a man can wear* It is 
the order of merit of tte world's heroes." She 
grows lyrical in praise of atheism. "Its soil," 
she cries, "bears the fairest flowers and the 
strongest trees. Over it sweep the purest winds 
and shine the warmest suns " I 

But there is a nearer and more deadly atheism 
than any which finds expression in words. It is 
a vague sense — ^lying like some deadly vapour 
on multitudes of souls, stealing like some in- 
visible but po&onous taint into men's blood — 
that the existeiice of Gtod is doubtful. It has 
never been proved. Perhaps, after all, He does 
not exist ! Aid tihis nebulous idea has for those 
whom it possesses, the fatal offices of m opiate, 
It drugs the conscience. It shuts out the 
spiritual universe. It acts as a blindness, ob- 
scuring the heavens. It makes life, in a literal 
sense, godless. 

It is worth while, if only for a moment, to 
look seriously at atheism as a definite creed ; to 
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aJssess its meaniiig and evidences, and tlw ethics 
niatural to it 

Atheism is the ttiost spaciotts and tremendous 
of negatives. " There is no God " : a dieed erf 
four words, but how much dark significtoce is 
shut up in the brief syllables ! The heavens 
are empty. The world has no maker. Life has 
no judge. Conscience has no law, or has none 
speaking to it from any spirituid realm* The 
Visible universe is an accident It hasi no 
creative Mind above it, and no intelligent 
purpose within it 

Now, it is an intellectual absurdity to ask fpr 
the ^^ proofs " of atheism. It is clear at the out* 
set, and without argument, thi^ this is a creed 
essentially incapable of proof. A univeijsal 
negative of this sort lies bej^oiid /the' range of 
evidence; Proof of it^— if it exist^-ris possible 
only to universal knowledge. To reach tht 
great certainty that there is no €rod, "w^h^t 
ages and what lights,*' asks John Foster, ^^ are 
requisite for this attainment ? " In a classic and 
oft-quoted passage, Foster argues that a ipan 
must himself possess the attaributes of (rod 
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before lie can be entity io dedare that &o 

^ God exists* 

He mttst be omiiiprefieiit, to be rate of Ym 

\ creed; for if there is any reahn from irhich he 
is absent, God taiay be there ! He must be 

\ omniscient i for if there is any fact he do^ not 
know, perhaps that unknown truth is the &ot 
that Go9 ^xasCs ! 

How shaQ a finite ibtelligence, set on n little 
island in the measHrelea^ ocean of space, and 
whose existence, measured against the durati<m 
of the universe, is less than ^e tick of a 
dock, reach sneh ^ ' stupendous height and 
certainty of knowledge as to entitle it to pro- 
claim to the shuddering worlds, "There is no 
Godf* 

Atheism, moreover, is in deep and etermkl 
quarrel with the very structure of the human 
mind. Here, Ijring about us, is the visible 
universe. It has to be explained; and every 
creed, in effect, is an explanation of the universe. 
Now, to say, with atheism; that the visible uni- 
verse, has n6 Maker, is to declare it to be that 
unthinkablfe thing— that impossible tMng- 
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stupendous effect without a Cause. A creed which 
sets out with such a proposition deserve to be 
tfeated as simply a fodish jest We cannot, 
if we would^ believe in so much as an old shoe 
without a sho^naker. And to assert of the 
majestic system o£ things about us, graven with 
characters of design to its minutest atom, 
flooded, as our very senses teach us^ with all the 
attributes of mind, that no decogning Mind is 
behind it ; that, it sprang uncaused out of no-^ 
thing — ^thi^ is the wildest unreascm. 

The denial of any antecedent cause necessarily 
involves the denial of any beginning ; so atheism, 
carried a step farther back, means the assertion 
that the universe has existed through infinite past 
time. This theory according to Herbert Spencer 
is '* unthinkable," and, therefore, impossible. It 
is a more direct and simple answer to say that 
such a theory is in open quarrel with plain facts. 
That the world had a beginning in time, geology 
and astronomy amply prove ; and if it had a 
starting-point it must have an end. 

^'The existence of an Ultimate Cause is the 
highest of all our certitudes," says Herbert 
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Spencer, in one of his latest writings.* Belief in 
an Ultimate Ganse is that august thing, ''a 
necessary datum of thought" ''Amongst our 
beliefs/' Spenoer declares, ** this has the hi^est 
validity of any." All that remains to be asked 
is whether the nature and character of this Cause 
are r^ected in the universe He — or It — ^has 
created ; whether, having endowed us with 
personaHty, It is a person ; whether, having 
given us intelligence. It is Itself intelligent; 
whether, having placed us in the moral order. It 
is Itsdf moral? If so, this Ultimate Cause is 
exactiy what Christian faith dedarea it to be — 
an Infinite and Eternal Spirit, the Fatiier of our 
spirits, the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. 
The mind can, perhaps, run back in imagi- 
nation, and conceive of the self-existence of 
q)aee, and of notiiing else; of space without 
either mind or matter or motion in it But, 
then, how shaU inind and matter and motion 
omie out of it ? ** Infinite space and no matter 
in it, no mind in it, no force or motion in it — 
is this," asks William Arthur, '' to be the mother 
* I^imte$n$h CenUirp, No. 89, p. 6. 
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of the uniyersel" Does any one wonder tiiat 
this conception of ** Nothing, distinguished from 
all other nothings by the power to develop into 
Something," is dismissed by Herbert Spencer as 
"an absurdity"? 

To Spencer himself, atheism was frarikly in- 
tolerable. Ev*n the " unthinkable abstraction " 
which, in the earlier stages of his thinkings he 
put in the place of God, came, in later stages, to 
be recognised as too thin and naked a conception. 
So Spencer invents a whole procession of sonorous 
phrases for it — phrases which grew steadily more 
concrete and definite "until at last," as Frederic 
Harrison complained, " it emerges as the Ultimate 
Reality ; the Inscrutable Existence ; the Creative 
\ Power; the Infinite and Eternal Energy by 
which all things are created and sustained." 

The fashion in which Herbert Spencer tried to 
fill up the empty heaven of his faith with sound- 
ing names is only an illustration of the fact — 
discoverable everywhere in the sad realms of un- 
belief — ^that the human mind, by some deep and 
mysterious instinct, resents a vacuum where faith 
ought to be. It is intolerant both of an empty 
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conscience and of a vacant heaven. The very 
atheism which declares the throne of the universe 
is vacant, insists upon putting Something upon it. 
Comte, for example, having d^ed the existence 
of a God, proceeded to invent; as a substitute, 

/ his " Grand ifetre." He proposed to his follow^*s, 
as an object of worship, the sum-total of 

/ humanity, minus ita useless members, and plus 
'' a percentage of the more helpful animals. ** We 
begin," says William Arthur, "with an un^ 
known sum of past, present, and future men; 
from this we are told to subtract an unknown 
sum-total of useless men ; and to the remainder 
we are told to add a fDurth unknown sum of 
helpful animals." 

The four unknowns^ put together, were to 
make one great ILnown, the Supreme Being of 
Comte. The firs^ sum-total was an abstrac- 
tion ; the sum deducted was an abstraction ; tiiie 
result is an unknown fraction of an unknowaUe 
abstraction. And this is the ''Grand litre'' 
which, as an object of worship, Comte thinks will 
take the plaiee of Grod! No wonder that it 
kindled ihjd scorn of a strong if sc^tical intellect 
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Hke that of Huxley. ^^That the incongrudus 
mixture of bad science and eviscerated -papsttf 
out of which Gomte manufiEu^tuxed the positive 
religion will be the heir of the ages/' he writes, ** I 
have too mudi respect for the humanity of the 
future to believe. The Positivii^t adcs me to 
worfidiip Humanil^ ; l^at is to adore the general- 
ised conceptiobof men as they ever have been, 
and probably ev^ will be. I must reply that I 
could just as doon bow down and worship the 
generaUsed conception of a wilderness of apes." 

Atiieimn, since it dismisses an intelligent 
Maker from the universe, must regard that 
universe as the product of chance; and this is 
the fact which made atheism intoleraUe to 
Darwin. ** The impossibility of conceiving that 
this grand and wondrous universe, with our 
cc^i^cious selves; arose through chance, seems to 
me," he declared, ** the chief argument for the 
existwice of Gk)d." It is possiUe to express in 
arithmetical terms the vast incredibility that 
the physical universe is the product of chance. 
**When only eleven planets were known, De 
Morgan sho\^/' says Professor Momerie, " that 
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the odds against their moving in one direction 
round the sun, with a slight inclination of the 
planee of thdr orbits — ^had chance determined 
the movement — ^would have been 20,000,000,000 
to i. And this movement of the planets is but 
a dngle itan, a tiny detail, an infinitesimal 
fraction, in a nni verse which — ^in spite of all 
arguments to the contcary-^^tfll appears to be 
pervaded throi^h and tlnrough with purpose^ Let 
every being now alive upon the earth spl&nd ike 
rest of hid days and nights in writiu^ down 
arithmetieal figures ; lei the enormoib numbers 
which these figuires would repiresent— <eaeh number 
forming a library in itsdf — be all added together ; 
let thi& result be ^ squared, cubed, multiplied by 
itself ten thousand times;, and the. final ^^rodu^t 
would B\a31 &31 infinitely short of expressing the 
probabilitiea against the world having being 
evolved by chanee.** 

Let it be repeated that atheism ia eternally 
and essentially incapable of pix>o£ It is a guess. 
And, regarded as a guisss, it has every hateful 
quality. It leaves the reason like a fluttering 
and dying bird in an atmosphere exhausted of 
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oxygen. It wraps th^ imagination in darkness. 
It blackens the heavens. It proclaims ihe human 
race to be Fatiierless. It empties the universe of 
purpose. This complex web of unresting ^ei^es 
is a machine, not only without a Maker, but 
without an end before it, or a mind within it. 

What conception can be more terrifjdng to 
the imi^ination than that of a mindless universe ! 
We are passengers in a train rushing at .maddest 
speed, but whither we cannot telL There are 
na signals on this line ; no engineer has laid the 
rails ; no driver is on the foot-plate. Happiness, 
for us, depends on the presence of certain 
qualities in the univwse-^love, foresight, justice, 
righteousness. But these are personal qualities ; 
and sinpe there is no personal Gk)d these things 
are not to be found in the syi^m to which we 
belong. We are an orphan race, wandering 
under pitiless and empty skies. 

Who would open his soul to swAi a creed 

unless whipped into^ the acceptance of it by the 

iron scourge of irresistible proc^ ? But athdsm 

^ is a creed necessarily and eternally naked of all 

/ proof. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE ETHICS OF ATHEISM 

'* Unbelief saves itself from universal contempt by really 
living on a wider- faitb than it allows. . . . What H un- 
belief shoidd live up to. its creed I " — ^Nbwman Sxyt^. 

WfiAT/it may he asked, axe the ethics natural 
to the ere^ of atheism ? 

Fpomn Chrislian standpoint, atiieism oan never 
be tnmslated into conduct/ or be adeepted as a 
basis oi conduct, without an element of wicked- 
ness. Taken logically, it is nothing better, than 
a guess ; certainty about his; theory >6f ; the uni- 
verse is, for tine athieist, in the nature ofi things 
impottuble. Now, to act on t^e tremeiidous 
negative, '^ There is no Odd/' WBf ibe moraQy 
jtoibifid^le when certamty is ieachai ; but 
shoft of that certainty, it ift nothiilg less thaji 
wickedness. 

Shall tiie measinreless obligations under which 
— ^if God exists, and is our Judge^-we adl stand, 



55 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

be dismissed on the chance that there is no God? 
That chance must become certainty before it 
supplies akw for conduct; and yet any such 
certainty is impossible. To hold atheism as a 
creed is to quarrel with reason; but to act on 
it as a law is to lureak with instinctive and 
rudimentary morality. 

Looked at as opposing creeds, it will be seen 
that Christianity and atheism are, at this point, 
parted by one profound difference. Christianity 
is a theory of the world which, reasiw declares, 
ought to be acted upon as if it were true^ until it 
is disproved. It is a creed. which the sane mind 
must widi to be true. It fills the sky with sunr 
shine* it floods tlie universe with gracious pur? 
pose. It k a challenge to the sioul, putting it 
under the sway of great motives, iLud calling it 
to high standards Moreover, to act on the 
Christian theory carried with it no rifi^ even if 
in the end it be disproved For if in tiiat last 
moment when Time end9, it dissolves into a 
dream, the Christian has been better for it while 
he lived, and will l^ no worse for it when, he is 
dead. At t^ moment of deatkr—if there Mtually 
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be no God — ^believer and unbeliever will drop out 
of existence on equ^ term3> into that eternal and 
dreamless sleep wbich/ on ike atheist4e theory, 
awaits the souL 

But the exact oppoi^te, at every point, is 
Ixue of atheism. Tm^B or £Use, it is a hateful 
cr^ed. It has for tiie uniyerae the office of an 
echpse. It qut^ the veQr sinews of morality. 
Every one must wish it to be untrue. No one 
ought to aqt upon it tm it is proved up to the 
poii^t . where ,dopbt becotaiiep impossible. And 
what tremendous risks purme it ! ; The/atheist 
treatt^, Qod as poa-exis^nt in His Own universe ; 
he dismisses His claims as worthless; he puts 
aside Hi$ lovei as a^ fobl^a dreamu And he does 
aU.tiiiaon the sti?ength;o£ia guessi He surren* 
dei» tvtmacendenit ho|>e8,( md betrays oUigatiws 
vfhiic^, i£ they ^^x&ti are overwhelming,. on the 
afl;(tibiiQiiit)r of what must be called debating society 
logic. What otl^r htunan being rbks so much 
m a wanant so frail! 

Many atheists^ thank Qod! ^are g<k>d: meft ; but 
this is in spite of t^dbr creeds When ^^lley 
wrote ''atheos "after his name at Mont.Auyert, 
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he was on fire with a generous hate of wrong, 
which burned from a divine source. Atheists 
are often better, as Christians are often, alas! 
worse, than their own creed And it must be 
remembered fliat even the man who denies that 
God exists, breathes an atmosphere charged 
with the idea of Ood, and with the great moral 
forces which stream into human life from that 
idea. 

But the pomt to be considered is what, on 
its own piinciples, ai^ on its principles csirried 
to their logical conclusion, is the morality of 
atheism; and to that question the answer is 
clear. 

Atheism is the denial of all authoritatire 
ethica Since there is no Law-giver, thei^e can 
be no law. Ilie iirterval betwixt right and 
wrong is a geographical or social accident. There 
i^no God, Himself infinitely righteous, whoexmets 
right*dmng, and will puni^ wrong-doing. AH 
actions, impulses, motives, on the atheistic theory, 
have an equal right to exist Hate is as natural 
1^ love; the rogue is as much a part of the 
system of things as the saint^ Nero as St Paul. 
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Why should not Nana Sahib kill the women in the 
Murder House ? The deed shocks us, looking at 
it across fifty years ; but it gratified that cold- 
blooded Hindoo at the moment: and on the 
atheistic theory his gratification is as legitimate a 
part of the system of tilings as our horror. 

On the principles of atlmsm, in i brief, what 
final standard determining whether a given act 
is good or bad can exist? There are laws of 
sodety, but these vary with latitude and Ifmgi- 
tude. Slavery is a social law on the CongOi 
polygamy in Utah, the bowstring in Turkey, 
wife-ldUiia^ in Annam. 

There is, again, the law of utiMly. Some acts 
in their consequences are beneficial to sooiety^ 
some are injurious. But if utility is our one 
standaixl we must wait until the c<m8equences of 
afi act are. known before we can determine 
whether it is to be approved ot blamed. And 
who can measure the consequences of a6t8? 
When conseieneev as the organ of the moral 
seaise, and the interpreter «of a divine law> has 
been dismissed^ atheism can: i^ply nothii^g 
which will take its place. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CO THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

The way to test the ethics of atheism is to 
imagine what the world would be with all the 
motives and ^notions and restraints that go 
with the oonceptioii of God cancelled. What a 
descdate landscape, lying under black and empl^ 
heavens, arises in the imagination at such a 
thought ! From the root of belief in OtoA 
a thousand great hopes, heroisms, ik^iration% 
affections break into bloffiK)m Uke flowers at the 
whispej^ of some divine spring ! If iAiese suddeiidy 
pmshed, it would leave the world a dei^ert. 

A world of atheists, and conducted on atiiektie 
principles ! A society wi*h its inatitiifeionB, itss 
hteratare^ its politics, its domestic life untcmched 
by &e grdat forces wUdi stream from the idea 
of Oodi A rfeiee with a mindless universe about 
it, a hopeless grave beneath it^ alni empty heavens 
above it. What would happen iit such a world ? 
Fkfl^yer would die, and. all the forces whidi go 
wit&. ptay^« Worship would IsU silent^ Tbe 
great diitrities bom of religion would peridi. 
€hief eouid h4ve no comfort, mystety no ex^ 
|4ana4don, tryth no necessary ^saerediiess, loss no 
compensating equity. 
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In an i^^stic home no mother would teach 
her child to pray. Love would be left witii 
broken heart and empty hands ; {(a what epitaph 
can atheiim write upon a little child's gJUTe? 
The feet made beautiful because they bring good 
tidings^ would run nomore on eiraiids of pity to 
far-off lands and wild races. Can the human 
imagination picture a committee of atheists 
starting off, at risk and cosrf^ to themselves, to 
transform savage races into a nobler type by the 
news that no God exists ? 

A new cruelty would oreep into the world's 
politics, and into its social life, if atheism became 
universal The vihxAt* conception of man would 
be changed. The grefit law of love-r-love whkh 
lifts its fEU^e towards God — would be unwritten, 
for at the crown of the heavens thcare sits 
no God. And the twin and equal law of love 
— love flowing from man to man*-* would not 
survive. 

The sublime vision presented in the New Tes- 
tament, of the Son of God, the Judge of the race, 
in the hour of His judgment, rewarding all service 
to man as service done to HimseU^ and all neglect 
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to man as neglect of Himself, has done more to 
make pity a virtue, to lift beneficence up to 
the sacredness of a religion, than all the 
speculations of the philosophers, and all the 
maxims of the mOTalists. Christ stands behind 
the hunger oi the poor, the loneliness of the 
orphan. 

** Who hates, hates Thee : who loves, becomes 
Therein to Thee allied ; 
All sweet accords of hearts and homes 
In Thee are multiplied.'' 

Now the unbelief that blotted out that belief 
would certainly kill pity as a duty. How could 
literature survive witiii universal atheism as its 
atmosphere ! How could poetry sing, or fancy 
dream, or hope breatlie ? As Well expect flowers 
to bloom under skies empty of light, or birds 
to sing in an atmosphere exhausted of oxygen. 
In a universe emptied of God, what strange 
terrors would steal out of the void into the 
chamber of man's imagination. What <^uel 
and obscene Ibhapes would haunt the empty 
skies ! 

Atheism hw added to English literature one 
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singer — Jaines Thomson — who, to something, of 
real genius as a poet, added the gloom of utter 
unbelief. And looking at the world through 
the lens of his atheism, he sees it, and sings 
of it, M a ^' City of Dreadftd Ni^t": 

" The City is of Night ; p^chanoe of Death, 
But certainly of Night ; for never there 

Gan come the lucid morning's fragrant hreath, 
After the dewy morning's cold grey air ; 

The moon and stars may shine with scorn or pity ; 

The sun has never visited that city, 
Ibr it dissolveth in thd daylight fair. 

" The City is of Night, hut not of sleep ; 

There sweet sleep is not for the weary brain ; 
The pitiless hours like years and ages creep, 
A night seems termless hell. • • ." 

Thomson changes Uxe scene of his poem from 
this terrible city to a desert equally terrible : 

" As I came through the des«*t thus it ivai% 
As I came through the desert : AU was blaek. 
In heaven no single star, on earth no track ; 
A brooding hush, without a stir or note, 
The air so thick it clotted in my throat ; 
And thus f<nr bourn; then some enormous things 
Swooped past with savage cries and clanking wings ; 

And I strode on austere ; 

No hope ooold have no fear.'' 
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In that sad realm, on^ soul bankrupt of faith 
calls to another : 

^'0 Brothers of sad lives! They are so brief: 
A few short years must bring us all relief; 

Can we not bear these years of laboRiring bveathi 
But if yon would not this poor life fulfil, 
Lo, you are free to end it when you will, 
Without the fear of waking irfter death.'' 

Through the city that John saw ooming 
down from (Jod out of heaven, there flows the 
river of the water of life. And in the '* City of 
Dreadful Night " that atheism builds, this singer 
of sad rhymes, too, sees a stream flowing ; it is 
the river of suicides ! — 

" The mighty river, flowing dark and de^, 

With ebb and flood from the r^note sea-tided, 
Vague sounding throuf^h the City's sleepless sleep, 

Is named the River of the Suicides ; 
For night by night some lorn wretch, overweary, 
And shuddering from the future yet more dreary, 
Witiiin its odd aeonx^ oblivion hides." 

It is cleai^ that atheism is, or ought to be, a 
creed of tears. " ' There is no God.' Is this," 
asks Pascal, "a thing to be said with, gaiety? 
Is it not, rather, a thing to be said with tears, as 



Digitized by 



Google 






THE BELIEFS OF UNBBLIEP 6ft 

the saddest tibing in tiie world ? " Ftofmsor 
diffoid, after he had hrc^en definitely with 
Cihristian fsith, yet re<H)gnis6d the wreck that 
aiiihetsm makes ef the universe. He pictcDres 
himself amid the glory of a i^ring sonnse, 
gasfaig ion the empty h^ayeti stretchM ovet a 
soul-less earth, and realising with a seiise of 
nttet loiieliaefls that ** the Great Oompaiiion ^as 
dtod/' A seiions thmk^r, who felt himself <eom- 
peUed by f^reeiof logic ta hold this<sreed, ought 
touhope that he might be mistaken; ought to 
h>iig to be rented. Heniy Bogers, indeed, says 
that he ''ought te conceal his belitf as if it wore 
a guiUy secniity aiid to dread making prosdytes 
as /men rctfrain from eihiMtfaig their uifeotioms 
^(Mres^ w ibeir ]^ague*tainted gaments in liie 
eyes 6f t&e worM/' i 

Atheisihy to thusi pictured m, thcto, one of the 
inentaUe altemafiYW to ' Clmstiaii faith. Now, 
in spite of its hatefbT' qvafiifeies» if it ciame to us 
arrayed in pto€& which to the h^neit mind^were 
final, proofs sd strong that to rejedt the^ would 
be disloyalty to reason, we nmst consent to it as 
a creed. Truth is to be accepted, though it 
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de6too3r8 us. B«it atheiflm^ it most be inkifitecl/ 
is Bothing more than ah etomally unproved' 
and unprovable goess. It is in quarrel witkthe 
slarongest law of the sane intellect Beli^ m it 
is inteUectuaUy. lowei! than belief in the dead 
gods, and scandaicma goddewes^ of heathen 
mytibtology. ^f 

And let the tivo great oppoadtes be put si^ 
by eide. Here is the CSuristian &ith in Gbd^ 
with its far-stretching evidences, its pure Jsthies, 
its sane interpretation of the universe, its un- 
broken procession of saints, it^ hopes that have 
the. energy of creative foroea It is a fedth 
which visibly snakes for the Jiappinese of the 
world. Beside this lofky figure, as an ahernative, 
stands adieism; a guess, a negation, a (med 
without a proof, black with glocw, overshadowed 
witii tcemendoiiB rigflcs; a creed ^diiah has no 
restraint for sin, and Ho law for thei conscience. 
It is a bahef which, when foil-grown, must l^ave 
the raioe banknqii aUke in ethics and in h^/ 

'Die dioice betwixt Theism and Atheism ^isth^ 
choice betwixt an archangel and-^Catiban \ 
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CHAPTER III 

AGNOSTICISM 

^^We most replace the veil which Fftal iOT9 aside two 
thousand years ago. . . . We must go back to the cult of 
the UjdcnowB Qod.''-^o8XPH HoCabi^ m the AptaiU^ 
AnnuaL 

"The pi^vailing man of the future, like many of the 
saner saen of to-iby, will pi^suntis to ho knowledge what- 
ever, will presume to no possibility of knowledge, of the 
real being of God." — H. G. Wells, in AnticipcUi4m8. 

''Agnestioiem ia bat atheism imi respectab)e."^-DR. 
Atiuko. 

AoNOSTiGiSM seenu^ at first edgbt, to be parted 
firam athjeisift by a v^ry Divide intervaL It does 
not set out with an audaeions and infitdte 
nega^ve, Tb0 asaertioii that the world has no 
caase, or is its own cause, ia an excursion into 
the realms oi unreason in which the agnostic 
bluntly declines to a0(X)mpany the aUieidt. 
Huxley himself attenuates a^ostidsm into 
whait is oiotiiiAg else than a definition of hon^ty* . 
''It simply means that a man shaU not say he 
knows OIL believes what be has no scientific 
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ground for professing to know or believe." In that 
sense every honest man must be an agnostic. 

As a matter of f act, agnosticism starts from the 
same point as CliristiMiity. It declares that the 
universe is an effect, with an infinite and eternal 
Cause behind it. *' The consciousness of cause/' 
declares Herbert Spencer, '^ can be abolished 
only by abolishing consciousness itsel£" So the 
agnostic theory begins ^ot with a doubt, still 
less with a denial, but with a true and positive 
faitL The throne of the universe, it afi&rms, is 
not empty. There sits upon it an eternal 
Energy from which all things proceed. This 
infinite and eternal Energy — ^taking Spencer as 
the interiH^ter of agnosticism — is l9ie Ultimate 
Reality. Its existence is ^^a necessary datum 
of c<msciousness,^' and doubt about it is to be 
dismissed as an act of ta*eason against the 
laws of thought th^nselves. '* Amongst all the 
bdie£3 possible to the human mind this,"* says 
Herbert Spencer, " has ihe highest validity of 
any.'' * How, then, can agnosticism be described 
Bs '* atheism writ respectable '^ ? 

♦ Firtt JMncipiee, stereotyped edit., p. 98. 
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But the aguosticism discussed here, it nmst 
be remembered, is not that di3tres8<ed mpod of 
doubt whicji haunts some tender souls; the 
hesitation of a sensitive colisdence, which will 
not s|iy it is ^ure while a sin^e flaw in. the 
argument remains. The popular form (^agnos- 
ticism is not a doubt ; it is a creed-— ccmvinoed, 
militant, triumphant ! It k a nescience which 
ta}ks in more confident accents than sdemee 
itself dares to employ; and it springs from a 
philosophy that blots out not merely the distant 
heavens, but much nearer and more familiar 
landscapes. 

The kinship of this t3^e of agnosticism to 
atheism becomes evident at what may be caJled 
the second stage of its logic. It begins, as we 
have seen, by proclaiming the existence of a 
I!1r9t Cause. It affirms, on. the authority of the 
laws of thought themselves, that He--or It — 
exists, and. is, in £Eict, the One Reality of the 
universe^ It then, with a little spray of meta- 
physics — ^a few passes of debating-society logic 
—dismisses this one Reality out of the kingdom 
not only of worship, but of knowledge, and 
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therefore of consideration. It cancels it ds a 
force affecting conduct It may be the Supreme 
Oause of everything else ; but in the practical 
business of human life it is the cause of nothing. 
It is essentially and eternally the Unknowable; 
and the Unknowable, in the real business of life, 
is the non-existent. 

Some of the more belligerent agnostics^ indeed, 
declare, not only that we cannot know ihe 
Ultimate Cause of our existence, but there is no 
reason why we should luant to know it " Why 
should we insh to kiK>w?" asks the author of 
" Mr. Balfour's Apologetics." " What is God ? " 
he demands again, in a key of scorn. **The 
word represents a phantom, bom of mui's 
ignorance arid fear.'' ' 

Now we have only^ to look at dogmatic 
agnosticism as one of the two practuud altera 
natives to Christian faith, and a whole procession 
of inoredibilities instantly make their appearance. 
Some belong to what may be called the moral 
ord^. 

Tried by the test of the black, incredible 
shadow 4t casts on the entire landscape of human 
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life, agnosticism is: not n^erely as bate£al as 
atheism; it is iiiore bat^id, and this by almost 
Qleasi]reie8& d^ees. Atheism declares^ '^The 
heavens are empty. There is no Gfod. We are 
oiphaaa" Here iis a creed of tears! But 
orphanage, after all^ is not the worst of lots. 
An unseen fi&ther may be loved. A dead feither 
may be a tender and kindling memory. 

But agnosticism bids us see, ratting at the 
csbwn of the universe, a Figure shrouded in a 
Mist through whkh breaks no g^eam.of light 
He-*^Qr I|;-^hidd€dQL in the heart of &at darkness 
is the Father of our spirits. He could give us 
the revelation of EUmsell Nay, He has so made 
us that the desire ttof kttow Himiisxpart of ouxiVery 
aatuce. How de^ and indestructible is desire 
m ts £drtfaat khowledge is writteb on every page 
ol histoty. The tetnplies and altars of every age 
and every laad are its ¥f itnesses. All human 
literature refleets it 

But He Who put that impulse in us placed it 
ihffte that He !might jest with it He hides 
Himsdf ftom His oSsfdng^ He has put — as if 
in flMckery'T^^the instinct of worship within us ; 
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He hsB made it the purest force in our nature, 
the root of a thcH;»3and noble things. Yet it it 
an instinet thid; lies I It has been created only 
to be cheated. 

There is no other example in nature of an 
organ left without an answering element and use. 
All that we know oi tke metiiod of nature makes 
it incredible that the eye could come into existr 
ence if no light waited for it^ to be its senranti 
and the field for its exercise. But on l^e a^ostk 
theory the profoundest instinct in our spiritual 
nature is that cruel and bewildering pendox, a 
faculty without a use ; an eye set in a kingdom 
of darkness! 

And reason, it may be^ added, has this to say 
of religion. It r^reseiits eifacily what, if God 
does exists oi^gkt to be our mood tiiwards Him. 
He is our maker. Our sj^t tak^ its/life item 
the breath of His lips. His bounty feeds . us. 
His works ddight us. The highest exevdse of 
our intelligence is, in Kqplei^ words, '' to think 
His thcMights after Him.*' Thait we abould love 
Him is surdy the first impulse and the high/sat 
expression of duty. It is the one supremely 
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rfttaonal meod of the soul. To be like Him ought 
to be^ the afe^less aspiiatioii of the spirit that 
X^ comes bom Him. '^ Make me be»]Uifal within/' 
was, Hato tdis as, his highest prayer to Qod. 
Bot only the thought aud preseni^ (tf Qod can 
make the inner nature beiautiful. 

Tet this, the highest mode of our nature, which 
has on its side the utmost warnmt of reason is, on 
the agnostic theory, the most conqplete dehision 1 
It is nothing more than a modcery ; a lie, set in 
the high places of the human: seul, and set there by 
ihe hand that made the soul ; for all knowledge 
of Qod is eternally and essentiaUy impossible. 
WhatincredibHity can be more stupendous th^ 
Ais I - t • I . 

And strange to say, tins instinct ini us which 
tkims towards Qcd, and whiK^. -i^gbqsticiflm 
dedarcB to be eternally piaedoomed to defei^^ is 
visibly the root of the best things in htiman li&< 
What heroifians it inspires 1 What diiaritiefi Uap 
into existence at its touch t What saints it had 
begotten I What a literature it has created I And 
we are asked to believe that b^iind the heroisms 
of imcounted martyrs, behind the hymns of 
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woiflihippiiig multitudes, tke pray^re of litti^e: 
ckildren, the hopas of dying aaintfly ift— ^ 
mockery. Beligion is uotking but an illusicm 1 

This surdy is one of the inoet iiusredihle estate- 
ments ever offered to the human mind. ^'Eren 
as an illusion/' .says Professor Owatkin, '- t^e 
belief has to be accounted for ; and if it is an 
illusion^ it is beyond oomparison the mightiest^ of 
human illttsioos. This illusion has beeu; the 
greatest nation^making, nation-binding, nation* 
breaking power i& history, the great : guiding, 
lifting, transfiguring power of human life. This 
illusion has not only n^ved m^i, and evedo 
tender wcmieii^ to face a oross of shame before 
the world, but given them the higher coutage, 
isnd still higher patieaiiie, needed for ithe obaoure 
mkI hopeless toil of continu&l failure an ike maidi 
apparently appointed tlictaL If the gveatest 
force of history and life is an illusion, catiMwe 
trust even the reatoniiig which professes to prove 
itsot"* 

But the anteeedent incredibilities bf agnos- 
tidsm on the moral side grow as we meditate on 

* The Knowledge of God, vol. i., p. 116. 
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them. If the best thing in islb is ^he most fsbe^ 
the UnknowaUe Came^ of onr tives intended it to 
be'So/ He planted in us that IdPtiest impulse of 
whi<A the human soid is conscious-^tbe aspiration 
after Himself — only that He might mock it 
This is a creed which makes the veil on tite lice 
of '' the Infinite and Eternal Energy from which 
all tMngs [tfoceed/' a mask which hides tlie 
grinning fiice of a devil \ 

Tet if the Unknowable mtended to coneeal 
Himself, and to remain always for us, His 
creatures, an unguessed Riddle, He has soi&e- 
how failed in that strange purpose. The great 
secret has not been kept. We have found out 
the Undiscoverable 1 We talk of Him^ speeula^ 
about Him, buili temples tot Him, sprinkle thfe 
landscape with churches to His bonow. Tbe 
very air of the world is shaken with hymns to 
His praise. A whole literatitte has been created 
by discussion about Him. And on the agnostic 
theory the Unknown Cause of all things must 
have meant this to happen. He must have 
intended that, while the discovery that He is 
for ever Unknowable should be reserved for a 
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little committee of pbiloeophers^ an ovenrhelmiiig 
majority of the human race were to be peisuaded, 
not only that Grod could be loiown, bnt ihat 
t^y knew Him; that theyposseaaedarevelaticai 
of His will; that love waa possible not only 
fix>m God to them, but from them to God. 

The Ultimate Reality, in a word, is a ridcHe 
which can neyer be guessed; but the hiunan 
soul has been so planned by its Maker that it 
caniK^t esciqpe spending ite utmost energies in 
the exercise of trying to guess the Ungtiessabia 
What a oruel jest is human nature if this be the 
case I And the sly Jester who planned it for 
His own entertainment is — ^the Father <^ our 
spirits! On this theory mtm is, in Tennyson's 
bitter w<^s — and in a deeper sense than 
TennysoiiL m^nt — 

^ . . . a monster then, a dreain : 
Adiacovd. Sragcms of the prime 
That tear each other in their slime, 
Were mellow music matched with him.** 

Agnosticism, it is dear, is a creed discredited in 
advance by stupendous moral incredibilitie& It 
is a creed to be hated, since it implies that the 
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Unknown Cause which made m has towards us 
a mood of soom. But it is also a creed as 
dangerous as it is hateful Its logic leaves— or 
in the long-run must leave — ^morality wrecked. 
For it robs right of all divine amotion, and 
wroi^ of all inevitable penalty, as completely as 
doesath^sm. 

It is true, and most gladly admitted, tiiat 
many agnostics are upright 4md honourable men, 
with a high standard of personal morality* They 
keep, as a personal possession, the ethics <^ 
Chnstianity, while rejecting tiic roots from 
which those ethics spring. But it is &e second 
generation vMch tests the morality of a creed. 
And t^ question to be considered is : What 
would be tiie m(xnl state of the world if every 
other feyth perished, and agnosticism beeame the 
one cre^ of the race ? 

No divine law of right or wrong could, in that 
casei be ^recognised. Men would have no vidcm 
of an Eternal Justice linking consequences to 
^, »id judging aU men by ite own anguBt 
stsncbid. No one, on the agnostic theory , cad 
so much as guess what i« the wSlc^tJie Unknown 
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Cause behind tiie v^ of phenomena. Doee that 
hiddea Cause love truth and hate lies? Will 
He — or .It — punish lust and reward love ? No 
one oan telL i 

; . Herbert w^>eneer, thd moet phHosc^ihie brain 
ever^djsitpted to the expoettion and defence of 
agnosticism, protests, it will be lem^nb^red, 
almost^ with. a tou^h of imteftionrthat he hasno 
conoem about morals. iOe believed that« certain 
element of mystery, whkh Inay discharge some 
6f the of&cM of religion, will remain when 
religion itself has periisdied. But he warns us, 
^* I am nott concerned to show what effeet religioi» 
sentiment, as hereafter thus modified, will .have 
as a moral i^ent." ''Will it nsake good men 
and women V^ Herbert Spencer says ti^ he 
^ has not ai^;ued, and is no^ bound to argue, 
that it wiD do this." '' Will it answer the pur- 
poses of ^gionl y ** I have said mothing,'' he 
protests, ^* about its adequacy or inadequacy/' * 
But^ aa to its inade^acy who can: /doubt? 
The Tare and fine spirits ^ our iraee, tauched 
by what is rarest and finest in the atnioiq^hen 
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about ihem, might keep a high standard of 
mordity even when agnosticism became universat, 
and all hope of any < knowtedge of (jod had 
perished; But what of their childiren— ttie 
generations brought up in a dreadful vacuum 
where knowledge of God is not"? And what of 
tiie drunkard and the savage ? 

For them agnosticism has neither law nor 
restraint. In tiiie words of Mr: Justice St^hen, 
''It can neither hang them nor damn them; 
how, then, c»n it hope to govern 'them ? ** And 
the problem of all creeds, it must be remembered, 
lies in the message it has ios the erowd ; f&r the 
defeated, that is ; icac ihe wre^sked ; lor the moral 
failu]?eB of the race. 

For agnosticism, as ^Dr atheism, morality must 
be built on social utility. Gbodness is to find its 
motive, and itsdriving force, in the consideration, 
put brutally, that it will ** pay." But if any one 
thinks that sin will pay, or is wflling to ruiihthe 
risk of its not paying, for him agnosticism has 
neither re)3traint nor warning. The agnostic is 
not able to say, finally, and with a certainty 
that has its roots in the very frame of the 
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tnuTerse, diat lying* lust, hate are ev^where 
BOBid always wrong ; tiiat il they seem to siicceed* 
it is only for a tube* If they succeed tiiey ore 
n^t! If murd^ is usefdl — ^if it is only not 
found out-^for anything that agnosticism can 
teachi it is beyond blame. When all mentality is 
resolved into the question of utility, essential 
morali^ itself has eya{>drated. And a creed, 
equipped with such ethics, must, when it <M>mes 
to its natural kingdom — when it has finally 
captured the imagination of the world — ^let loose 
disruptive forces that will wreck society. 

Here, then, is a creed antecedently incrediUe; 
and essentially hateful ; yet if it can be proved to 
be true, what remains for us ell buttolaco^t it ? 
Shall we cling to a lie because it is &k] or 
quarrel with truth fer no better than< asthetic 
^ceasonsl But where is the trehMkdous, energy 
of logic needed to accredit to reason a creed 
burdened with such results ? It sim^dy doea inot 
^stl 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE CASE AGAINST AGNOBTIOiSM 

^ The first Oause of a Cosmos to be an adequate cause 
and des^nre the name, must be a SujHreme Intelligence." — 
Wabd, Agnoiiioismf Tol. ii., p. 269. 

Ths logic of agnosticism, such as it is, may be 
expressed ahnost in a {dixase. It does not con- 
sist of any reasoned induction, gathered over 
a wide area of facts. Its strength does not lie 
in any destractive amdysis of the evidences of 
Christianity. It conskts in the aUeged discovery 
of a metaphysical iiiqK>S8ibility — an impossibility 
constituted by the very nature of the human 
mind — ^that Grod can come within the area of our 
knowledge. Such knowledge is discovered to be 
intrinsically and eternally impossible. It is made 
incredible by the very nature of knowkdge itself. 
It has not arrived, because it coidd not I 

About this alleged impossibility of possessing 
any knowledge of God some things are clear at a 
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glance. The first is that all the presumptioiis 
are against it Professor Gwatkin puts this 
with a touch of dry humour which intensifies 
the strength of his argument ''If there is a 
God," he says, " a personal Being above us, and 
not below qs, I think we may tak^ it as possible 
that He may have something to reveal; and 
then, if He is able to reveal it^ if He may be 
supposed willing to do so, and if man is able to 
receive it— on these four conditions revdation is 
possible." 

Which of those four conditions is so much as 
doubtful ? It is certainly not the possibility l^at 
" QoA may have somethmg to reveal" As Httle 
can it be that He is able to reveal it The beaatl^ 
can speak to us; is God lowei^ than they? To 
doubt whether He is willing to make a revelation 
is to impeach His goodness^ The mily remaining 
doubt is whether man is aUe to receive such a 
revelation. 'i 

But «s to this, let it be noticed that agnostidEsm 
itself is b«iit on a paradox. It commits smoide 
in tiie act of defining itaelC For this deniid of 
* The Kwnohdffd ef 9mi, vtA. i:, p. 6. 
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tiiie possibility pf knowing anything about God 
is based on the amount of knowledge we do 
possess about Him I How much we m/ust know 
about God before we are entitled to announce, 
with absolute certainty, that all knowledge of 
Bxrk is beyond the reach of our intellect t 

Huxley invented the term agnosticism, but 
Herbert Spencer has supplied it with a f^o- 
sophy; and we have only to recite the titles by 
which Spencer describes what he calls " the Un- 
knowable *' i6 Bee what an amount of knowledge 
is connoted by them. The Unknowable is '' that 
Ultimate Existence which was manifested in 
infinitely varied waye before' humimity aroae<" 
Surely an Unknown which is ''manifested" 
becomes, in part atieaat, the Known in the very 
process of '' manifestation*'' The Unknow^Me^ 
again, is '' that great stream of creative pow^, 
unlimited in space and time, of which humanity 
is a transitory product" ** A stream of cceati^e 
power;" this is a conception as definite, land as 
surely connoting knowledge^ as the great affirm* 
ation of Scripture, "God is a Spirit." The 
Unknowable, says Spencer, is the All-being ; the 
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tJltimate Reality; "the Bame power which i^ 
oursehreB wells up in the forni of consciousness." * 
This procession of titles certainly j^e-supposes 
a very large area of knowledge. Can that 
Power about which so much is known, and 
known so positively, be honestly described as 
" Unknown *'? 

But the assertion that God is unknowable, it 
will be found, is extracted from a definition of 
knowledge which begs the whole question ; and 
about which only one thing has to be stated in 
order to show that it means something else tiian 
it seems to mean, and is, in fact, litde else than 
a trick with words. It is a definition which 
proves that not only is the Ultimate Cause of all 
tilings unknowable, but so are a hundred other 
things that lie witiun the reach of our senses, 
things which constitute the whole machinery 
of practical life, and with which we deal every 
moment of our lives. 

Herbert Spencer introduces us to a vast 
procession of " unknowaUes.'' " Space," he says, 
''is unknowable;" so is matter, so is mind. 
* Nineteenth Century , ^o, 89, p. 6. 
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Force stands in the category of things beyond 
the possibility of knowledge. So does motion. 
The earth is unknowable ; we onrselves are un- 
knowable even by ourselves. The solar system 
is ^' an utterly inconceivable object '' ; a statement 
which, taken literally, reduces astronotny, as a 
science, to bankruptcy. We may imagine we 
imow something about such a familiar exerdse 
as walking; but Herbert Spencer assures us 
that " it is impossible to conceive of re8ti>ecoming 
motion or motion rest'' And yet we walk ! 

Hubert Spencer's logic is equally confident, 
and equally triumphant, at all these points. And, 
under the spell of his argument, a limitless con- 
tinent of the unknown spreads about us, and 
stretches finnn our very toes to the horizon. 
After proving that ** the ultimate imit oi matter 
must remain absolutely unknown " ; that '' posi- 
tion in space is inconceivable " ; that ^* motion is 
truly not cognisable," Spencer concludes by 
making the bovX of man himself the most hope- 
less of all unknowables. '^The personality of 
wMch each is conscious, and of which the 
existence is, ta each, a fact beyond all others 
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most certain^ is ye^ a thing which cannot be 
truly known at all. Knowledge of it is fcMrbidden 
by the very nature of thought" ♦ 

This ought to be impressire, since it is '' the 
very nature pf thought " which forbids us to know 
ourselrea. But then Spencer goes oa to say 
*' the very nature of thought is itself unknown " ; 
and how one unknown thing can explain anl 
prove another equally unknown, can be dear 
only to a philosopher. 

Spencer's logic at this point may be briefly 
stilted. Knowledge, he says, implies (1) some- 
thing known, (2) some one, or something that 
knows it. Here is ihe £Gunous resolution of 
knowledge into the antithesis of subject and 
object. How can ike soul know itself? If the 
object known is self, what is the subject wMch 
knows it ? Are there two selves ? The know-* 
l^dge of oneself means a state in which the 
object known and the subject which knows it 
are one, and this means the annihilation of bodi 
subjeet and object, which, to qu<^ Sku^, ''is 
absurd/' So we get Spencar's conclusion thi^ 

♦ JTtrjl iVt»ci>fa«, par. 20. 
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knoiifledge of onrselyeB is fbrfaidden by the very 
natme of knowledge. > 

Prc^dflsor Momeiie, it will be remembered, 
cleverly implies the logic, by whidi Speno^ 
thinks he proves that sdf-knowledge is impos- 
sible, to self-love. Certainly the fundamental 

y condition of all love is the antithesis of subject 
and objects In love there is an object loved and 
a sul]ject that loves. To aay that a man loves 
himself is the assertion that subject and object 
are identical; but this is, on Spencer's logic, 

y impossiUe. TheordEore no man can any nM»re 
love hknself than he ean know hinuielf. And 
yet the< bi^est fact in human life is exactly that 
sdf-love whkh, on Spencer's logic^ ean never 
exirt, 

" P^tttsonaHty,'' says Spenc^, ''is tibie fact 
beyond all otlian ^ .moat certain;'' yetv to 
qiM^ Professor Momerie, '' the fact which stands 
first in order of eertatnty Mr. Spencm will not 
allow to^ stand even last in the order of know- 
ledge.'' He dedares, in regittd to it, we are and 
mnst^verjremaiiieMapletelyi^oiwi^t. Spencer's 
kute of thought, in a word, ge to prove that we 
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are sure of what is somewhat dmibtful, but ajre 
not sure of that in tegard to whieh there can be 
no doubt What a paradox is this philoeo|diy 
which describes belies of inferior vatidity as 
knowledge, and that which has the highest 
possible validity as ignc»*aBce. 
' To the practical reason it will seem unneces- 
sary ta eonsider, too anxiously, a definition of 
knowledge which lands us in such remarkably 
eonelugaone ; but its logic is eaidly mastered. 
Knowledge, acc(»ding to Spencer, can only 
come by compadson. There must be two or 
mcaie things to be (KnoapMred brfore knowledge is 
possible. Whatever cannot be referred to a class 
is unknowable. Now as there cannot be two 
Ultimate Causes to be compared, knowledge at 
this point must be pronounced unattainabk. It 
is hardly a buriesque to say tiliat, by the same 
logic, if there were only one baby in the wc^rld 
it, too, Would be unknowable to its own mother, 
until a littte brother or sbter arrived to make 
eMipetfisoiia possible. 

fo be Imown, again, aoeosding to fi^encev^ 
*'& thing must be conceived as having «t(ii* 
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bntes/' * But sinee such things as space, time, 
motion, God, have no attributes^ they are for ever 
unknowable, etc. 

This d^niMon of knowledge is, obviously, a 
torpedo which blows up many other tilings than 
religion. It shatter^ science. For what can 
science teach if time, space, motion, matter, 
the earth, the solar system, are all dismissed 
into the realms of the essentially and eternally 
unknowaUe? The same Ic^c which proves 
that the soul can never know God proves a 
Bum cannot know hmiself. We are invited, in 
a word, to belteve that there is no intermediate 
Btagd betwixt <»nniscience, and univeiBal and 
eternal ignorance. We gslu know nothing if 
we do not know everything. 

A plain man will rq)ly that Spencer*s logic 
works both ways. We are assured that, in a 
n^ftaphysical sense, we cannot '*know'' God; 
and in exactly the same sense we cannot 
kfiow time, space, matter, motion, the solar 
system, the earth, or our own souls. But we 
certainly know enough about these litter 

* Fint PrimipUa, par. IS. 
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'' i;uiknowables " to uae them as fore^s for the ends 
we x^hoose. We build life and science on l^em ; 
and life and science are realitif^ We win or 
miss happiness in their use; and l^ppiness is 
not a dream. And if God is only '' unknowable " 
in the sense in which they are, we may kn0w 
enough of Him to colour life, add create a 
mcnrality ; enough for duty, for worship, for loye% 
We can, under Bwck conditions, cheerfully leave 
philosophers to wrangle over the meti^hysics of 
knowledge. 

But another line of thought has to be eoa-r 
skleredL It is certain thaty somehow, a knowledge 
of that Unknown Power does exist— a k&owledge 
Auffioieiiit to (create a lit^ature, to inspire a wor-- 
ship, to deflect the history oi the worki Tk0 
very starting-point of agnosticism, indeed, the 
affirmaition that the Cause of all things >ea:iW» is 
an assertion of kmowledge. We cannot O(»aiioeiye 
of its existence except we know something about 
it " The Unkno^roble/' says Professw GwaAkui^ 
**istiieUnthinkabW 

Httbwt Spencer himsali^ in the name of 
agnosticism, does a great deal of thinking aboulT^ 
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''ihe Unthmkitble." This Unascertainfld Some- 
what^ or Something, behind all phenomena, he 
gays, is *'the Ultimate Cause of all thinga'' 
Now it is a postulate of the natural reason that 
there must be some relation betwixt a cause and 
its effect. Science itself is buUt on that postulate, 
and would perish if il; were dkproved. 

This UnknowiJble Cause must, for one tiling, 
possess power sufficient to produce the effects of 
whi^h it is the cause. So the visible universe is 
a witness to the fad; that the Unknowable is the 
Almighty. As the system of i^ture is a unit, it 
must be the product of a single cause. So the 
Uaknowable, we are sure, is One. 

Ifatuie^ too, is built on plan. All science 
proceeds on this asmmption, and would be 
impossitde if it wetre denied. Therefore it is 
certain that the Unknowable acts on method. 
I^e visible universe is stained to its minut^t 
atom with the characteristics of design. It is 
penetrated throis^h. and throu^ with thought, 
or we ocmld not tiiink about it And how can 
we have intelligibility in ti^ result without 
mtaUigence in tiua cause ? 
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The existence of general laws does not disprove 
design ; they are an expression of it ; they act as 
its servants. The ^'laws of nature" are only 
names for discovered uniformities and successions 
in phenomena. Even if diese laws can be ex- 
pressed in mechanical formulse, the formulse 
must have design behind them, and be its 
manifestationa Purpose in nature can only be 
denied by assuming with Comte that sequences, 
because they are regular, cannot have an intdli- 
gent cause. A disorderly system of nature, it is 
taken for granted, would require a supernatural 
explanation, but an orderly system xequii:es none. 
Professor Momerie's answer is final: ''Purpose 
is none the less purpose because it is unchange- 
able. Knowledge is none the less knowledge 
because it is complete. Will is none the less will 
because it is unconquerable. Thought is none 
the less thought because it unbraces the entire 
universe at once.'' 

Now design means a reasoned end, and the 
choice of fit means to reach that eiul. The 
universe, in a w<nxi, is built on reason shaped 
by purpose; and this proves the existence 
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d reason and will in its Unknowable Cause. 
Reason and will, again, aire the characteristics 
of personality, so the Unknowable is a persoli. 
Eyen Haeckel, who resolves "the ultimate 
cause of all phenomena'' into "an extremely 
attenuated, elastic and light jeUy ^ ; yet finds 
it necessary to endow this primal jelly with 
"sensation and wilt; though," he adds, on 
reflection, "naturally of the lowest grade." 
How this mysterious jelly from which the 
universe has sprung, can bestow on us " sensation 
and will " of a higher grade than it possesses it- 
self is not clear; but sensation and will are 
certainly qualities of personality. 

Thus, by a logic as absolute as the laws of 
tiioi^ht themselves, we can read in the visiUe 
j^enomena about us proofs that their Cause 
possesses infinite power and wisdom, that He— 
or It — chooses reasoned ends, and reaohes them 
by fit means ; that It is possessed of reason and 
will, and so is a P^»on. 

Herbert Spencer, indeed, goes on to say, in 
express terms, tiiat "the Power manifested 
tiiroughout the universe^ distinguished as material. 
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is the same Power which in otuselves wdk.iq) m 
the form of consciousness.'' If this be true^ 
that Power mxust possess consciousness, or it 
lacks what it has given us. In his auto^ 
biography, Spencer tells us there have been 
moments in his experience when^ meiditoting 
cm the amazing uniyersCy he almost forgot 
his own metaphysics} and '^the thought/' he 
says, ''that consciousness in some rudimentai^ 
form is omnipresent was borne in, upcu 
me." But consciousness is the sure, mark of 
pearsonality. 

It may be added that what makes science 
possible is something more than the mere 
observed succesdbn of phenomena. It is an 
^<^nent of what may be called tnistworthiness 
in nature; a trustworthiness which runs back to 
a spiHtual root Why is yesterday a pledge of 
to-morrow ? Science is built on the belief that 
what has happened once will, under the same 
conditions, infallibly happen again. To doubt 
t^ would be the wreck of all knowledge^ Tet 
we have no guarantee for the great uniformities 
of nature, except in the assumption of Something 
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behind nature, of whose fideUly — to borrow ai 
morsd term — ^they are the reflection. . 

The fidelities of phjsicid nature are but the 
expression in physical terms of the fidelity of 
God. "A, physical universe that is spiritually 
and morally trustworthy at the root,'" is, in tiie 
words of Professor Campbell Fraser, the erne 
condition that makes phjnncal sci^ioe possilde. 
So we get in {^yedcal science itself the revelation 
of a moral quality in the Oause behind all 
phenomena; and this, too, brings that Cause 
within the area of the Known. 

At the point where the revelaticm of lower 
phenomena ends, another line of revdation 
begins. Man is put of a system of things. He 
is '' the last work " of the Ultimate Cause ; he is 
its highest wosk. And if the character of the 
Ultimate Cause is revealed in the lower forms of 
nature, it must find still clearer manifestation 
in this, its loftiest form. 

On whi^; plan has the Ultimate Cause built 
the soul > o£ man ? By liie witness of his own 
oonseitosness-^and this, for him, is the ultimate 
certainty^— man knows that he is a free spint 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

He moTes amongst the forces of nature, with 
power to use them as his tools ; to set tii^n in 
new combinations, and so produce results of 
which they themselves are incapaUe. 

Moreover, the central tiling in him is character, 
and character is more than the sum-total of 
habits. It has a moral root Conscience is its 
shaping force. Its culminating point is reached 
when will and conscience move tc^ether in 
unbroken rhythm. 

Now, He who gave us these things, must Him- 
self possess them ; or He — or It — ^is lower than 
we are. Could That which is pitiless, endow us 
with pity ? Could That which is Itsdlf loveless, 
^^t our natures in key witii the mumc of love ? 
The Ultimate Cause which has set that sublime 
thing we call conscience in human nature, must 
Itself be a moral agent ; or It has bestowed on 
us a loftier gift than is to be found in Its own 
nature. 

If we reflect, again, we find there is wrought 
into the very fibres of man's nature a mystic, 
resistless, universal Something which makes it 
answer to the call of goodness, imd recoil in 
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the presence of greitt wickedness. In the lower 
forms of life, there is th^ :strange thing w^ call 
insect It is n6t reason! It reaches its end 
by processes swifter than reason knows; What 
science can explain tiiat impulse which makes' the 
bee bnild its hexagonal cell ; or that teaches the 
bird, bom under northern skies, to wing its swift, 
unguided flight southward, across tradl^BSH 
leagues of land and sea, to warmer climates ? 

And there is a mysterious fcnrce in us, linking 
us to the moral realm, which corresponds to that 
dtrange power in Ae lower animals. " Instinct," 
says Professor Gwatkin, ^ seems a deeper mystery 
thui intellect, and may be more nearly connected 
with t^e final secret of life. It comes up Irom 
unknown depths, and somehow it comes upijme.'' 
In exactly ike same way, certain moral Instdn^ts 
lie hid in man's soiil that science cannot explain; 
but which exist, and, in Professor Gwatkin's 
words, ^* they come up true." 

These are the central qualities of man's nature 
— wflli consciencci personality; the power th 
love; a cluster of imperishable moral inistincts. 
Now we are entre— -unless reason betrays us-^that 
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the Cause which registers itself in these effects 
must have something that corresponds to them. 
How, then, can it be described as Unknown; 
still more as Unknowable ? 

And if the individual human life is a revelation 
of the nature of the Cause from which it springs, 
history—the life of the race — ^is yet another 
revelation. For we are sure it is an evolution ; 
a process shaped by definite forces; an i^ic 
moving towards a definite goal, which the Force 
behind history has chosen. 

The revelation of tiie Cai^e behind all 
phenomena thus given by nature, and man, and 
history, is not perfect. It is the broken arc of a 
circle; a s^eaf of splintered rayB streaming 
through imperfect media ; the twin, aaceading 
curve of an uncompleted arch. The arch needs 
its key-stone, the splintered light the dear 
medium, the broken circle the comjdeting 
segment And this, Christian faith declares, is 
to be found in a written revelation, or in an 
Incarnation. But this is another line of thought, 
and need not be discussed here. 

The facts we have recited are plMn and 
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unchallengeable; they constitute a chain of 
proofed in which there is not a broken link, 
that a revelation of the nature of the Ultimate 
Cause is given in the system of things about us. 
The logic proceeds on the supposition that the 
acts of an agent are an interpretation of character. 
We are sure of nothing if not of this. It is the 
law by which we judge each other. Does it 
fail when applied to God ? What should we 
say of a science that asked us to believe that 
the spectroscope is a sure guide as far as t^e 
light of the smaller {Janets is concerned, but 
becomes unreliable when applied to the sun ! 
Science knows no such breach in the continuity 
of law dirougbout the whole universe. 

Now the admission of the argument thus 
stated is fatal to agnosticism, for it i»x>ves 
that what it dismisses as the Unknowable is 
actuidly known. ' But the denial of the argument 
is equally minous to the agnostia It is certain 
that the IHtimate Cause has put in the human 
mind the instinct, the intellectual necessity, 
which compels that mind to read the nature of 
a cause in the character of its effects. That 
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impulse is not horn of chance ; it is part of the 
system of things. And, if it is not trustworthy, 
then it is planned to deceive ! The Ultimate 
Cause has set a lie in the high places of the 
human intelligence, and giveii it emfHre over 
that intelligence. 

But this, too, it must be inasted, is a rere- 
latiiHi of the character of that Unascertained 
Something which is behind all phenomena; a 
revelation of its purpdse; of the instruments 
it uses^ of the end towards which it works. So, 
that Unascertained Something comes within 
the area of our knowledge, eveh on this thecoy, 
and l^ that very fact is a disproof of agnosticism. 
The Unknowable stands to this extent, at least, 
in the category of the Known. 

But how dreadful is the knowledge ! It is 
not Good, but Evil, that planned the world. 
And yet, strange to say, thiri Unknown Power 
which haa enacted a lie, and set it in authority 
over the huniLan intellect, has also planted in 
man's nature the instinct which condemns lying 
and counts tiruth noble and sacred 1 
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THE PARAboX OF AONOSTICaKM 

*'The agnostic's position is as if Euclid worked out bis 

demonstration complete, and then turned round of a sadden 

to dispute the ^|^D. He is not reasoning but pmplj 

" refusing to reason." — Gwatkik, 7^ Knotdedge of God, 

vol. i., p. 15. 

^The whole system of our belief as to the intrinsic 
reasonableness of conduct must fall, without a hypothesis 
unverifiable by experience reconciling the indiridtial irith 
the Universal Reason, without a belief, in some form or 
other, that the moral order which we see imperfectly 
reidis^ in this acitual world is yet actually perfect. If we 
reje^. this belief . ;. • the cosmos of duty is reduced Jbo a 
chaos ; and the prolonged effort of the human intellect to 
frakne a perfect ideal of rational conduct is Seen to have 
b^n predoomed to ioeyitable failure.''r-Sii>QWiOK, M^tjhod 
o/Mhies. 

No attempt is made in these chapters to give 
more ^an the briefest hints of the case against 
agnosticism ; hints which might easily be drawn 
out into a volume. But let this brief outline be 
summed up in a few sentences. 

Agnosticism affirms an ignorance too spacious 
to be credible; an ignorance so wide, indeed, 
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that, if it really exists, it destroys science as 
well as religion. It casts an eclipse on this 
world as deep and black as on the next. It 
affirms that we know nothing, and can know 
nothing, not only of the Ultimate Cause oi 
things, but of ourselves, and of the things we 
handle as tools every day. 

Time, as we have seen, is one unknown; 
space is another ; the solar system is a third ; 
we ourselves are unknown to ourselves. A 
cobweb of metaphysics is spun that shuts out 
not only the sun at noon-day, and the stars that 
bum in the nightly heavens, but even the 
familiar lights and landscapes of earth. Nothing 
but the foolish awe of unmeaning words — the 
cowardly dread of great names — forbids us to 
treat the whole philosophy of the unknown as 
a jest 

It must be remembered that Darwin himself 
was not a Spencerian. " Such parts of Spencer 
as I have read wiA care," he says, ** impressed 
my mind with the idea of his inexhaustible 
wealth of suggestion, but never convinced me / " * 
* Life and LetterB, vol. iii., p. 894. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BELIEFS OP UNBBLEBP 103 

And ii) that fine and pow^^fol book, '' Naturalism 
and Agnosticism," Professor Ward talks of 
Speneer's philosophy of agnosticism in language 
of great plainness. ^' His flimsy agnosticism/' he 
says, ^' is only saved from being utter noiiaense " 
by '^ th€ inconsktent implications and admistsions 
of an idealistic character scattered through his 
writings." 

How can any one, indeed, cont^nplate without 
a smile the spectacle of a philosopher sitting in 
his study playing a few ingenious tricks with 
logic ; and, on the authority (d that performance, 
giving the lie to the raptures of all the saints, 
and the surest consciousoiess of the highest souls 
of the race ! The answered prayers, the realised 
deliverances, the transfigured lives, the historic 
reformations of twenty centuries are dismissed 
as foolish drewis on the strength of a few passes 
of debating society logic. 

And this is only part of the case* About 
nine-tenths of agnostic philosophy, it may be 
said that, true or false, we must forget it — we 
must agree to act as if it were untrue — the 
moment we step into practical life. We cannot 
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menticm it in the open air, or try to act ,on it 
in the hurry of daily affairs, without making 
ourselves ridiculous. We must assume that we 
know force, motion, time^ matter and the solar 
system; or what becomes of science ? How 
could we build a bridge, or run a railway, or 
sail a ship, if we really knew nothing of these 
things ? Even the most convinced agnostic must 
forget that time is unknowable when he has to 
catch a train. 

Why do men so conveniently forget nine^ 
tenths of the philosophy of ^^ostici^m, and 
remember only the filial and dreadful tenth — 
that which touches God and blots Him out? 
May not the answer be that, in too many cases, 
at least, this philosophy fits in with that 
tmconfessed bias of the human heart against 
God on wiiich the Divine Word puts its finger 
and names it sin ? 

Agnosticism, on the moral side, is an easy 
creed. It might almost be described as a general 
agreement about God that nobody shall so much 
as ask what is His will concerning us. But 
how profoimdly this theory, if it fit once 
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citptured the world and shaped it to its own 
evil image, wouJd affect the ethics of the race 
is oleax. It creates a totally new moral landi^c^pe. 
The meaaare}e49 horizoiis c^ eiaxxdtj, are gone ; 
there remaios only tlie tiny curve of time. Its 
^oral code strikes a ba&^r key than even that 
of atheism.^ ''There is no Qod I Let us act as 
if thj^re w^p none ! '' t)ie Ic^e of that dreadful 
de4up^n i^ at least coui:ageQUs^ and it is flaw- 
less. " There is a God ; but He does not count, 
^et ua act as if He did aot exis|)'': that 19 a 
conclusion that shocks ^^easqn as j^ofoundly as 
it disquiets the compienct. 

Ai¥l let it be i^membfred that there is no 
such thing as an interregnum in moralaf. If 
divine law as a rule of conduct ii^ cancelledi 
something must step into its place; and it is 
mdaifiQhply to recall tji^e attempts which have 
been mftde firom t^ agnostic dde to find a 
substitute for Christian ethics. ^* I will at least 
live like a ge^tJieman/' §aid Leslie Stepjben, when 
he had definitely renounced his Ol^iatian fiEuth ; 
and he aoted on that fine resolve. But what 
about those who are not "gentlemen" ? What 
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about the wife-beater ? What about the children 
of the slums, the savages bred in heathenism ? 

Christianity can turn icicles into fire: and 
this is the mirade for which the world waits. It 
wants, in other words, a spiritual force which can 
transfigure the brute ; which can regenerate wild 
tribes, and transmute into beauty the human 
waste of great cities. And the morality which 
consists in ** living like a gentleman" will not 
work these miracles. 

History is rich in what may be called literary 
substitutes for a divine law of conduct ; the 
"utility" of John Stuart Mill; the "persistent 
instinct, innate or partly acquired," of Darwin ; 
the test of " conduciveness to happiness" of 
Herbert Spencer ; the " utterance of the public 
spirit of the race " of Leslie Stephen ; the "effect 
of social rules enfDrced by penalty" of Professor 
Bain. And, as restraints of the terrific forces of 
sin, they are all mere cobwebs. 

This, then, is the indictment of agnosticism. 
It is intelle(itually a self-refuted paradox. It 
escapes being dismissed as tt ]est only because 
nine- tenths of its curious philosophy is forgotten. 
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On the str^igth of a metaphysical refinement 
which proclaims the invalidity of all knowledge, 
and must therefore in practical life be forgotten, 
the great procession of witnesses fori God — 
eonseience within and nature wit^ut, the 
written Word, the signature of religion on 
history, the divine figure of Christ — all are 
dismissed as dream& God Himself becomes an 
infinite, eternal, and omnipotent Irrelevancy in 
His own universe. 

daring, dreadful, monstrous creed 1 And 
we are ask^ to ^coept it as the result of 
an analysis of knowledge which, the moment 
practical affairs are touched, even the agnostic 
himsdf must dismiss as untrue. What othar 
creed can be imagined which required us to 
believe so much, and offers us so litde justificia* 
tion for that belief? 

Theism, it may be firankly admitted, has its 
difficulties— difficulties bom of the mystery 
inevitable when the finite mind strives to 
conceive the Infinite. Btit where Theison has 
difficulties its altematives have incredibilities, not 
to BSiy impossibilities. Christian theiwi, more- 
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over, is accredited by its ethics. It is the one 
effective system of morals that htunan history 
knows. Every sane man must wish it to be 
true. But both atheism and agnosticii^ are 
discredited by their morality-*-or, rather, by 
their want of morality. If they 'conquered 
the World it would only be to destroy it An 
impossible cHeed, in each case, is Unked to an 
intolemble morality; and we may say of each 
that, wherever the truth lies, it cannot be here ! 
''One should hesitate," i»ys a French wit, 
^' in giving one's opinion <m philosophy when we 
differ from the sages, and on religion when 
we differ from the saints. '^ But in this debate 
neariy all the sages, and absolutely all the saints, 
are on the side of Christianity 1 It is a creed 
which, unless perverted, certainly makes for 
goodness. It keeps the golden chain df the 
saints unbrok^i. Under every sky to-day, it is 
creating pure lives and inspiring ha^^y deaths. 
'' Our Father, which art in heaven '' : this is the 
creed that ev^ry good mother finds it sweet to 
teach her child. It is a theology which is bom 
of love, and creates love. Its roots run down to 
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the heart. Its evidences are writ plain on the 
very face of the universe. They are attested 
by history. They are verified afresh in human 
experience with every new day. 

blessed faith! And, hidden under many 
disguises, are its inevitable alternatives: the 
black, tremendous negation of Atheism; Pan- 
theism which denies personality to man and 
holiness to Gk)d; the self-created and all- 
including blindness of Agnosticism. 

These rival creeds are not abstract theories, as 
trivial as the coloured balls of a juggler, and, 
like them, the mere sport of ingenious fingers. 
Each is a formula of conduct. Each shapes life. 
Each is a chart by which the ship must sail — is 
sailing — ^towards an unseen port Is there, for 
the sane mind, room for doubt as to which chart 
should be taken ? 
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THE ALTERNATIVES TO BEIJEF 
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PART I 

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ABOUT CHRIST 

CHAPTER I 

THE PLACE OF CHBIST m THE CHRISTIAN 
CREED 

" The religion of Christ goes mysteriously back to His 
per8on.^'*-»-KBtir. 

'*The hiBtorical fact of Qhrist, interpreted by faith, is 
the central secret of the New Testament. It is ... a 
great new Act of God, which constitutes ^ new world.*'-^ 
Caibns, ChriatianUy^ in the Mochm Worlds p. Ii9« 

The faith of Christendom finds its centre, not 

in a book, or' a creed, or a philoto|)hy ; not in an 

ethical code, or a many-centuried instxtution, but 

in a Perscm. It stands or falls with th^ tingle 

figure of Jesus Christ; and it is worth while to 

put, in= untheological language, the general 

Christian faith about Christ, taking wliat is 

common to all varieties of Christian belief. For 

if the differences of tlie Christian Churches 
I ua 
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are strange and tragical, their agreements are 
fundamental and eternal 

Jesus Christ, the general faith of Christendom 
affirms, is not a far-off Figure, on the horizon of 
history. He is not a creed in an Eastern gown, 
a cluster of dogmas or of legends, which have 
somehow gathered round a tiny kernel of truth 
— ^nay, which have no kernel of fact at their 
heart, but have crystallised roimd a mere vacuum. 
He is a living Person, touching men to-day 
with living hands, and searching the depths 
of men's personality with living foree. He trod 
the earUi's soil once, nineteen hundred years 
ago ; He shapes its life to-day. 

Whetheir C9irist once existed might be treated 
as a question of documents and dates, a puzzle in 
archieology, a debate to be settled by a jury of 
andquarianis. Christian faitii affirms Hie historic 
fcicti but it affirms, too^ the living fact. Christ 
exists t(^dtvy.! This^ is the supreme troth fof which 
Christianity stands. Sb tiie debate about Christ 
is to be waged not merely in the forum of history, 
but of consciousness. And at this point an 
appeal might well be made to Coleridge's test 
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"Do not talk to me," said Coleridge, "of the 
evidences of Christianity. Try it. It hai been 
eighteen hundred years in exiatenbe, and nobody 
who has tried it on its owii ^eSnns has^ ever 
challenged it as a failure/^ 

But if the qttestion htfs to bi5 argueirf as onfe of 
history, then the general faith <rf Christendom 
declares that Jesus Chridt is a. persbn as real as 
Alexander or Caesar, with a Volume of evidtoce 
as to His character and acts as much surer than 
theirs, as His impress on the world is hifinftely ' 
deeper and more Enduring. He liveid, taii^t, 
suffered, died, and rose frond the dead, exactly ias 
described in the New Testament. And it is not 
enough to say that the 'four 6o8t)efe are thie 
narratives; it is inadequate to say, even, tJiat 
the whole New Tiefetament is Christ's biography. 
All history since is flis biography. 

The Gospels give the record^ of the few years 
of His earthly life, and of His teaching, dr of as 
much of it as His immediate disciples could com- 
prehend. The other books of the NeW Testament 
show His impress on the generation that immedi- 
ately followed. The history of the civilised world 
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since is a record of the effect His life has produced 
on the race. 

The Christian CSiurch holds Christ tp be the 
one sufficient ethical teacher mankind knows, 
and after nineteen centuries the race stUl sits at 
His feet It haa found nothing l^gher ; it pan 
imagine nothing h^her. Interpreted by human 
philosophy morality knows only two steles : the 
earliest and rudest, the morality of definite rules ; 
later — ^and kftier— comes the morality of prin- 
ciples. But Christ lifts our ethics up to a 
height beyond human philosophy. He teaches 
a morality which is noticing else than love in 
action, Rules, Principles^ Love ; so the scheme 
of morals is made complete. But it is Christ 
who completes it 

And Christ gives us thi^ new mor^ty not 
drawn out in a code, but embodied in human 
terms, and linked tp ,f^ victorious spiritual energy. 
He is the supreme ExampJi^^ as well as the one 
authoritative Teacher, of the race. We judge 
Him to-day by the new conscience He has Him- 
self created, and so miss one-half of His unique 
greatness. Only when He i^ tried by th^ ethical 
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atandards of Hia own generation can His strange 
separateness as a moral Teacher be realised. 

But to say that Christ is the teacher of the 
race, the one supreme expression of goodness it 
knows, is insufficient Christ cannot be classed 
with men. He does not sdt^ side by side with 
^ven Platx> or Marcus Aurelins. He is the 
Eternal Wpid n^ade flesh: th^ Eternal Word 
dwelling amongst men, and full of grace and 
truth. His birth was an inci^rffation* His life is 
not an assent — tl^e crest of a wave of human 
aspiration. It is a descent. We see, in it, Qod 
stooping from heaven, not the daring spiritual 
genius of man cUmbing to heayen. Christ 
touches UB with a kin^nm'sf.^handa, tender as 
none others etver ^pj^i l^ut the hands are those 
that mad^ us. 

Christ, in brief, is more thain a ^eaeher abo^t 
Gk>d. He id Ood: Qod breaking out of the 
spiritual realm, descend^ig from ^}ie awful height 
of His greatness, to r^sc^e, the spuls He has 
ma4a from oyerwhf Iming peril ; Ood taking 
upon Himself human natur^^ that He may 
redeem it ^ , 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 THE ©ELIEPS OF ITNBELIEF 

So we do not come to Christ for dreams and 
guesses about the First Cause of things. His 
life is the supreme self-manifestation of the 
personal God. '^He that hath seen me" — it is 
His own witness—^" hath seen the Father." 

And if the birth of Jesus Christ *as an 
incarnation, His death was more than a mar- 
tyrdom. It was in i30me miysterioi^ tray an 
cxpisttion; "a sacrifice fbr our sin&/' to use the 
words yf Scripture; a sacrifice with mystery 
abdve it, myiitery^beneath it, mj^stery about it; 
mystery which no theology can measure 6r 
express. 

' ^Let thbre be piit side by side Socraites toking 
th^'cup of 'hemlbtfe; with a touch of some- 
thing like gaiety,^ aM (Mist taking His cup 
with sweat of blood and mystery of anguish. 
Plainly, in Christ's case thei^ is an element no 
oMiiiisuy liuman detrtl]/ knows : therte ate heights 
to whi(ih otlr podr thoughts may not climb', and 
depths tot ivhich We tave' Ao plummet tint it 
is to Getyemane, not to Athens, the race ttems 
in search of deliverance. Socrates, the Greek, 
has never touched the world's conscience and 
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imagmatioii as Ohrkt, the J^w, has touched 
it. 

Ob the human side, aa myriads know ex- 
perii]»entally» from the death of Christ streams 
,a spibriteal energy whidii tm/Of^gures the soul 
surre&dered to ita influence. And in some dim, 
n^ysterious .^ay, beyond 1^ rai^e of our 
thoughts, we are able to see that on the Divine 
side His death l^as an event which-^if only by 
the affect tha4;, as the overwhelming maoufes- 
tal^u of God's bve^ it produces^ on the human 
Boulrr?Tinajce^ forgiveness possible. But from all 
hun^m q>ecttlaitio|is. we eome baok to the brief, 
plain words of Scrqpture fw the meaning of 
Chriats di3atii-^w<»ds overwhelming in tiieir 
aignificaiiee when we nemember their subject is 
the Sternal Son of Qod: ^^Hb dibd von us.*' 

Wh^t h^hts and depths ace hidden in those 
four wotda the human mind cannot guess. Ai^ 
this not because God has His own secrets, and 
k^eps. th^fQ,: buti because here is a deep beyond 
our nouuding. Yet on. tl^e Fact thus shrouded 
in viyslery, Clmatimni'llilh^-^luH^h it must be 
confess^ with muchdimmess ai^ awe — ^rests witxh 
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unshakable ciNifidence; remembering Pascal's 
great sapng : ** The highest act of reason is to 
recognise that there are things beyond its range." 

And if Christ died as a sacrifice for our sins, 
He rose again from thie grave in s^ of victory 
over sin, and as pledge of filial deliverance horn 
both sin and death for ev^ sold that accepts 
EKm. 

Christ, in a word, is accepted, not Inerely as a 
Teacher, an Example; He is a Saviour. He 
offers us, not a speculation, but a Gospel, not a 
philosophy, but a deliverance* He puts into our 
hloids, it is true, a code of p^eot ethics { but 
He does vastly more. He touches our spirits 
wil^ a transfiguring moral energy. He not only 
aiinounces the ELingdiwi of God; He creates 
it The. words of the New Testament are 
countersigned by the .whole s^iritiial experience 
of the race : ** If any man be in Clmst J^us, 
: he ia a new creatioa'' 

Chriflljianity, we. repeat^ is not' a pMlosophy, 
but it h($s a philosophy, subUme in iti^ height 
and d^tk Are we challenged to slay what ifi its 
innermost meaning ? Oa the Christian reading, 
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God is buildiiig, lifireah, into order and beauty, a 
wrecked spiritual universe. It must, by the 
necessity of things, be shaped by moral forces. 
It is being built for love's ends, on love's 
methods, ai»l by lovVs energiea It ia d^smbed 
in tiie words of Scripture as ^*the kingdom of 
Hia dear Son '' ; and, being trandated into it we 
become its subjects, live by iti laws, dw^ in its 
securil^y ; and in the oH^iax of God's plans, shall 
share, its splendouf, 

Boea all this ae^m a tale incredible ; a rose- 
ccdoured myth ; a di^ub of dead and forgotten 
poets, beautiful, na doubt, but vain a^ it is 
bi^uis^? There; are two tdunga, it may be 
, replied^ whush maka the.€hriatiiyn creed, with its 
eneiriiug! nonbow of inyinkMoxia hopes, ^ most 
credibJa. •'''•.. ^ ' . '- f ■■■ '-'i^^ '^. ^ 

One is the diaracter off God. ^'Nol^Bg,'' 
says TertulKan,' ^'^is so worjbhy of Gbd. as our 
salvation*" Wn. havje: only, to reflitct^ indeed, 
t^t:if.God is, ia itetau of morals, and on the 
$eate,of,His nature, what He expects nsto beiin 
the scale of ours, their itliifi vast and mysterious 
red^pitiofiii is not only c^redible, it is inevitable. 



Digitized by 



Google 



122 THE BELIEFS OF UHBELIEF 

It is exactly what God would do, ou^t to do, 
must 'have done. 

For let us imagine that in the palm of a 
mother 8 baiid lay tb^ iofinito wealth of God ; 
that to the tendeniieas of 4 .human tnoth^'s 
heart wtee finked tlie wisdom loid the omni- 
potence of God What son would then doubt 
tha possJbiMty of there coming into his life a 
redemption aaxich in grtice,:as daading in scale 
as that depicted in the Gospels? What hope 
would be' too great, what expectation too daring 
for him to ehbridi I A matber!s lav«, linked to 
omnipotence, wxMild make everything possible. 

Now, we are sure that with the infinite God 
thA power imd wiadcfm netded* f(^ redraiption 
are prei^t And idiaU we dare to think tiiat at 
the sublime point of love God is less tban His 
<»«atnres1 '^ The power that produced Jesus 
must at least be equal to Jesus." That h sound 
l^ie; tiiottgk it has Unttaiiaii theology behind 
it, and ^ it .is a logic; whiieh .runs far. It makes 
aU /tenderness of evien human lore one of the 
credentials, of 6hristiiaility; 
. JXhemot of ^H Jteeptieism as^^to^ the i^hiistian 
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scheme — the mast^ dojubt,: hidden under a 
thousand disgukefl — id the thought ttisA it is 
'*too good to be true." "Would that it were 
true ! " the human soul sighs. " Would that it 
could be i proved beyond all readli of doubt 1" 

Bat, somehow, this coiieei»tion of ;a redemption 

'WMmght OHt by the love of God?— love that 

stoops to us from heights do great to a deptli so 

loW) love tiliat reaches its end through sufSeiing 

--Jactudly exists. Who iavemt^ w imagined 

it ? '' Not Gk)d," says dowbt ; "it is beyond His 

range ; *'--*for.this is what " it is too good to be 

^*ue '• means. " The conception tmoike m, spme 

dti^aming human ixtain." And so wetare^ajsked 

> to bf^fime ^kiA utterly incr^ble thisgrKthikt a 

Jxtim«ii<^d9eani isigveater :than any divine. waUty 

cini^te i'^irist&aBi^aBinot too good foriimaiiito 

ifBa^6i> or uiv«iit ; bat it H too. goodvfor Gkd to 

Do i^ithonghtfa^ lit imaj/T be /asked in. ^D^y, 
outrunctiioaeief Gknl'ti infamy ie»thetxeafanf? Do 
we imagine lictteF'idungs ihm He has eseat^, 
or ean cmate; in tke ohambeni of. tbe mfttmal 
universe? Why shottld our dreams tiranseend 
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God's realities in the loftiest realm when 
they cannot do it in the lowest? '*As the 
heavens are high above the eartii so are my 
thoughts above your thoughts and my ways 
above yoiur ways." This is God's own message 
to us; it is certainly true everywhere in the 
material universe ; why should it not be true in 
the spiritual realm ? And if it t^ true, then 
doubt' about Ohristianity — doubt based on its 
too magnificent reading of divine grace, and of 
human hope — is absurd. 

Perhaps the single new weapon Christian 
polemizes in this generation have gained is that 
yieMed by thelaiger scale, the infinitely hdght- 
eited glory, of the physical world, as iiiterptetdd 
hy modern science. Early. goner atkms saw ooly 
the outposts of the Jnniamenblje armies ^^f. the 
skies.' ' We can «t least gubss, SB.Hxef could not, 
the height of the heavens, the scale of GK>d's 
bcjttte. Mo]»evmr> the hoindyearthritadif, under 
the lent of isdenee, gleains wit^ mysterious 
ispknidoBr.: A specOc of radium hides marvels in 
its tiny ^irvlB, more arresting to the imagination 
dian Saturn with its girdle of fire, w Jujuiter 
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with its cohort of flying moons. We have 
learned to track matter back to the point where 
it ceases to be maMer^ and by some strange 
transition becomes Force. * 

So the pebble on the. sea shore flung up, by 
the last wave, as science has learned to r^ad it, 
is a starry universe with a whole planetary 
system in each atom: its atom-plamets (Uvided 
from eac^ other and from their suns by im- 
naensities of space relatiyely as great as the 
heavens themselves, and ii^peating incje^ssantly 
the pageai^try of sunset and dawn. What may 
be called the astronomy of dust is as dazzling as 
the astronpmy of the nightly skies. 

A God ^* doing wondeps " in every realm the 
mind can read or the senses discern. This is the 
lesson we are learning afresh, and with deeper 
meaning witii every sunrise. Andjin. that high- 
est reahn, . whepe God Himself dw^ ; in the 
order of spiritual exjusitence, and in those qijalities 
which belong to His own nature^in love and 
righteousness — shall we dare to imagine tiiat 
God suddenly shrinks in scale, and becomes 
commonplace ? Do His thoughts in those great 
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heights move in smaller curves thah those the 
planets know ? The Incarnation and th!e Cross, 
trfed by the one teW; of their wondler, are the 
fitting and transcendecft climax to the trans- 
cendent scale of God's lower works, as we are 
beginning, at; last, to discern it. 

This, the scide on wliich, in every other reahn, 
Ood plans and wiorks, is the second feet that 
makes redemption, as Christie fidt^ cbnceives 
it, credible. The Wonder of the physical uni- 
verse — the wonder of its extent, its laws, its 
energies— gives' us, so to speak, the curve of- the 
ellipse. With iMs majesty of conception, God 
works in the realm of matter. When He passes 
into the kingdom of love, w31 any oAe adk iis' to 
believe that He becomes commonplace? I& it 
credible that God has narrower thoughts and 
works on 'a meaner scale of splendour in the 
spiritual realm than in uiiconscious matter! 

For some t;he mirades ascribed to Christ seem 
inettdibiHties that make the whole story suspect. 
They are in quarrel with natural order. But 
such miracles, it should be remembered, are ex- 
actly in the key of Christ's history as Christian 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BBLIBPS OF UNBiaLIBF IW 

faith recHk it. *^ If one/' says Dr. Storr, '' wnlks 
aloi^ the path, over inany lands and throng 
darkened centorieis, which CfaristiaiHty his bright^ 
ened with Rowing lighte, and on which she has 
strewn astonlriiing victoriea; he^ can hardly be 
amazed when he finds at tiie onteefc the deaf 
hearing, the blind 'seeing^ the dnrnb made to 
speaks and ibhct poor hearing the word of li&. It 
will be to him bannobioufi as music, though 
loftier than &e chimang smis, to see the Lord 
of this religion aristnglfirom tlie grove akd asfcesd* 
ing in illustrious triumph to heaven ! " 

The manner in which Christianity has affscted 
the' wodd oohresponds to thii great creed. It is 
a sdi^ne, it may be admitted, so incredihle in 
its grace tthsft all^qur thedipgiMarei toa Ismail f(H? 
it Out Uymiis are noi sweet enoughr for its 
mudc. ' Lt is fairer ^ao our dreamsV it rises . 
above our most (bring hupes. Fidth itself ap- 
prehends it wxtL a slowness so tsagicai, and 
idisapprebends'it with a dihgende sd evil, that 
the wonder is it has not perished, killed by the 
narrowness and the quarrds of its professed 
adherents. If it were not divine it must have died. 
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But it lives I It is a creed that creates saints. 
Men in every age have died for it. Persecution 
has striven in vain to kill it. It does yfloA no 
other creed known to history has done : it works 
spiritual mirades. In every land where its tale 
is told, and witii every new suii that dawns, 
drunkards may be found v^om it has made 
sober, thieves whom it has taught to be honest, 
harlots whom it has lifted up to chastity, selfish 
m^i who, touched by its breath, live by the 
great law ot self-sacrifice. It is the root whence 
blossom infinite heroisms and charities. 

It is of Jesus Christ that the writer of ** Eciee 
Homb " says : *' All human sorrows hide in His 
wounds; all human iself-d^als iean on His 
cross.** That is but a- picttoesque way of saying 
— what is a eommonplaoe— rthat all that is. 
purest, and strongest^ and sweetest in huknan life 
to-day, takes its inspiratioA from Jesus Christ 

^ To this, one of the most famous of living 
scientists adcfe his testimony: "At the foot of 
the Cross," says Sir Oliver Lodge, •* there 
has been a perennial experience of relief and 
renovatio^." 
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If a witness of another race is needed, let 
those fine and oft-quoted words of Heine be 
recalled: 

''How great a drama is the Passion of 
Christ I And how finely it> ia justified by the 
prophee^ ,pf. the Old TjBstameiit 1 It was 
inevitable; it was the red seal of faith; tes- 
tamentum. ... How gracious a figure is 
that of the Man-God 1 Moses loved his people 
with touching ftffipctiotn; he cared for that 
people's future as a mother would. But Christ 
loved all humanity ; that Sun sent the flaiiitMi 
of it^ benevolent ^rays over all the wodd. Bis 
wosda are a bakd ;for all the wounds this woiid 
can inflkt, a&d'H^e blood that was shed ^t 
Golgotha Itocame a healiogi stream for aJI thf^^ 
suffer. . . . The n^iite marble gods of: the 
Greeks were spattered with this blood, and they 
ndcened with inward teirQ^ iaiid could i^ever 
more regain their health." 
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THE FIRST ARGtTMBWl* tOR OHRISTIAH 
FAITH: A DIVINB OHjAJUCTBB 

''Hie simple record x>f three ehort years ef Chns^ 
active life has dooe more to regenegrate and aoften man- 
kind than all the disquisitions of philosophers, and all the 
exhortations of moralists." — ^Lsckt, HiMory of MamRly^ 
ToL ii., p. M. 

What is the eyidence on which thk gneat foitiii 
rests ? Patting aside nil secpndaary and inddental 
arguments it may be said with confidence thaft 
the whole canse of Christian £uth may be risked 
on two Facts : tiie Fact of a diTine Pemdto^ and 
the Fact of a diVine history. The fact, that is, 
of Ohrist, and the fact of Christianity* 

In a deep and mo0t true sense, Jesw Olnist 
proves Himself. He who sees Mount Everert 
does not need the poor argument of the foot-rule 
and of the scales to persuade him that the sky- 
I)icrcing peak, with its white crown of dazzling 
snows, actually exists. And to look at Jesus 
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Ckrist with tmcolotffed viBion k to beKeVfe in 
Him* He is like no other figure on the world's 
stage. Uncounted hosts of human beings — 
mmi of the loftiest intellect side by side with 
men of the most lowly heart and ike most saintly 
life — ^have what may be scientifically d^cribed 
as a personal yerifi(^tion of the existenoe and 
of the divinity of JesiuB Christ 

They are conscious of being saved by Him, 
They feeli every moment, the pulse of a life 
tiiat beats direct from Him. They know Him 
to be the living root fi^m ^iiich all that is best 
in thf^r nature springs. Ohrisl/s great parable 
of the vine and the branch is the exact transcript 
of llieu- experience. For thein there is ' no 
rebuke for sin like His purity, no comfort for 
BOTt0w like His gentdeness, no atgument for hope 
like the vision of His &ce. His name, fo^r tibem, 
is m open win(k>w into tiie very heart of God. 
His woMb are the supreme interpretation of 
duly. 

By 8(mie strange compulsion, the veiyientrmies 
of Christ become His witnesses. ^* Never man 
spake like thia Man/' was the tentimony oi the 
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rode dcddiers sent to arrest Him; and that 
witness is repeated afresh by every new g^ieration 
of sceptics. Unbelief, as little as belief, would 
take the greatest of the world's poets and 
thinkers, and set them, as equals, side by side 
with Jesus of Nazareth. 

''It is no ufiie," says Mr. Oampbdil in that 
strange book " The New Theology," a bode which 
Slight be described as metaphysical fog shot 
through with gleams of piercii]^ light — "It 
is no use trying to {dace Jesus in a row ak>ng 
wiUi other religious masters* He is first and 
the rest nowhere; we have no category for 
Him." 

There is a quality in the words of Qurist, ia 
power to reach the human conscience, which no 
poet or philosopher or sci^tist ever possessed. 
He talks tiie language which the human soul 
instinetively recognises to be divide. He interprets 
Hims^ toi us m strange, : briel, deathleto phrases 
which on any other lips would sound extravagant 
to tbe^ point of lunctoy, but wh^ on His Ups 
seem natural. 

"/ow/' He^says, l^«fce Ught qf.the iparld." 
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imagine Plato saying that, or Epictetus, or John 
Stuart Mill! But on Christ's lips the words 
shock nobody. They seem self-eyident. They 
are a self-verifying revelation, with piofoundest 
meaning in every syllable. Exactly as the light 
shuts up in its white purity tl^ whole scale of 
colour — the beauty of all flowers, the purple of 
£ar-o£P hills, the rainbow glories of sky and sea 
and earth — so the character of Jesus Christ is 
found to contain the elements of all goodnesa 
Nay, exactly like the light, it |>ossesses an 
energy whidb creates beauty in otiiers. 

As every hint of grace in aky, ot flower, or 
human face is bom of the light, and lives by the 
light, so all that is lofty, or pure, or gentle in 
the world's life to-day can be traced, directly 
or indirectly, to the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
and to the spiritual energy that streams ftom 
Him. 

^* I, if I he lifted up from the earth, wiU 
draw ail men unto Me.'* Here is another of 
the deep, bewildering sayings of Christ What 
merely human lips could speak such Ivords 
without kindling the laughter of the world ! In 
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the mouth of a Galilean peasant they sound like 
the wildest extravagance. But looked Imck upon 
across nineteen centuries, we aet that these words 
are an exact prophetic forecast of human history, 
fulfified afresh with every day that dawns. God 
never hurries. Oentoriea with Him are but as 
moments. And as seen in the perspective of 
history, how clear it is tlmt, from the moment 
He hung on the cross, Christ, by some deep, 
mysterious attraction, has been drawing all men 
unto Himself All the currents of ike living 
world are flowing Christ- ward, and must flow. 

Or take another of the profound utterances of 
Christ, words that overleap ihe boundaries of 
time, and have in them the vibrations of eternity. 
"When the Comforter is come, Whom I will 
seid Tinto you from the Father, ... He shall 
bear witness of Me. . . . If I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him unto you. • . . When 
He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, ... He shatl 
glorify Me, for He shall receive of Miite ^md shall 
show it unto you." 

No one can read these words without feeling 
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how piofonnd a note they strike. Here is one 
Who speaks as master of the spiritual worlcL 
His authority runs into those dim regions which 
Ue beyond deaHi. He declares that from beyond 
the grave, with forceb moving at His biddings 
and working to glorify !ffim, He will touch and 
shape the world He has left These are not 
accents that fit human sj^eech. But ^y are 
natural on Christ's Ups; and once more the 
experience of nineteeh centuries attests their 
fulfilment Hid w<»rds as reported by Hii 
disdplea have e^aken thrones. They have 
outlasted kingdoms and dynasties. 

If a proof is wanted of the transcendent force 
that dwells in Jesus Clurist, "s^e find it in the 
impression He made on the men about Him. 
He took a handful of Jewish fishermen, with the 
ignorance of their day, the narrowness of their 
race, and the pi^dices native to their blood. 
They were bits of very common clay, and He 
touched them only for three brief jrears. To say 
they only hrff understood His words is quite 
insufficient; they visibly and grossly misappre- 
hended them. And they witnessed what, to 
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human eyes, must have seemed the shame and 
defeat of His death. This, surely, was enough 
to wreck £aith! 

Yet the touch of Christ's hands made these 
men not only saints — such saints as tiie world 
to that hour 1^ never seen ; it made them the 
world's teachers. Not Plato talked like John, dr 
Socrates like Paul. What philosopher or ethical 
teacher^ up to the prejBcnt moment, indeed, has 
q>ohen with the accents of these men who caught 
th^ message from Christ's lips ? : , 

No one can pretend that it was by virtue of 
any endowment of natural genius that these 
Galilean peasants rose to a point so high. They 
took their impulse from Christ His Spirit, as 
He had promised, wrought in them when He 
Himself had \eit the earth; and we can wateh 
across nineteen hundred years, and see, lik0 
erystals forming in some ch^aiical solution, the 
faith (^ the eadiy Church in Christ taking shape. 

The process is clear, definitCt iqievitable; an 
evolution as plain as an3rthing kQOwn to natural 
science, but it is an evotlution shaped by fcm^es 
that stream &om ]bhe spiritual world. The area, 
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id time, of Christ's ministry is very brief, only 
three ^a^owded yeaxs; but upon that little span 
of time^ beats perhaps a fiercer Hght than upon 
any other equal tract of human history. And, 
watching the kupressum made by Christ On 
those about Him, we oee, first, the mere wonder 
awdcened by t&e miracles; the vague b^isq 
kindled of Sometiiing great, half imderstood^ 
mysterious. This sense grows, but it is perplexed 
by tiie shock to all the traditional ezpeetatidns 
of a Messiah. Guesses as to whom Christ is run 
thlt>ugh the land. All men wonder, and the 
wonder spreads to the court, to the Temple, as 
well as to the streets of the city, and the villages 
of Galilee. 

^hef inner citele round Christ shaces that 
wonder; but ftdth there, at a fit moment, is 
brotight to a climax by Chzist's diallenge to 
Peter— ^*Wk>m do ye say that I am ? " Peter, 
when first brought to Christ by his lH?oth^ 
Andrew, had been tc4d, " We have found the 
Messias, . . . the Christ;" and no doubt he 
waa prepared to see in Jesus the Messiah of 
Jewish expectation. But that expectation had 
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been wrecked. Now, Peter has reached a loftier 
reading of the truth, and so comes his historic 
confession, " I%&u art the Christy the San qf the 
living God.** 

The note herfe k personal, sure, lofty. In these 
memorable syllables FaiUi makes its leop, its 
si»rii^ on to the high levels of Christian truth. 
And Christ seals the aet with the great words, 
*' Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona : for flesh 
and Uood hath not rerealed it unto thee, but 
My Father which is in heaven." On the truth 
of this confession Christ declares He will build 
Hb Church. 

But Peter can keep on those great heights 
only for a step; with almost the next l»reath 
he is rebuking *Hhe Son of the Uving G:od," 
and undertaking to correct His plana During 
Christ's whole earthly ministry indeed Hid 
disciples never reached higher than ;that point; 
(^ wondering, £tful, half-incredulous beliefl ''I 
have many things to say unto you,'* said Christ 
before He left them ; " but hitherto ye have not 
been able to receive them ; neither yet can ye 
understand them." 
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Then came the shock of what seemed the final 
disaster and shame of the Cross, a shock that 
threatened the whole wreck of faith. And the 
very hour of that wreck, while they are stagger- 
ing under its stroke, there broke in on the 
^sctples the amazement oi the Resurrection, and 
the w^Kler of the ' risen Christ He is seen ut 
last in His true glory; all that He has taught 
about Himself falls into order ; it kindles into 
deaiiDMs. Asai we can discern in the apostles, 
the awiJcening vision of suUime trtiths, the 
thrill of dawning intuitions. It is the spectacle 
of great forces and emotions, in a^ word, trem- 
bling mto a; Betigi<m: 

It is not yet a Theology, though a theology is 
latent in it, and must soon ccmie ; but in both 
the Acts of ^e Apostles and the i^ttes, we cim 
see ike mind of the new-bom Church adjusting 
itsdf to aworM of neW ideas. A complete new" 
reading of the universe has ;lm)ken hi upon it.' 
Not CdlumbiuS) when he caught, through the 
dBxk night, the gleam of li^t that streamed 
from the new world he was ^seeking, knew such 
wonder. Keats, in a &motis sonnet, has pictured 
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the eiiK>tion8 of *' stout C(Nrt^, when with eagle 
eyes," he — 

'' Stared at the Pacific — and all his men 
LoQked at eaeh o^er with a wild sarmiee-— 
Silent upon a peak in Darien." 

The fiunous Spaniard had an unknown, unehsrted 
ocean spread at his feet, on which no Bar(^>ean 
ship had ever sailed^ But tiie early Church had 
a landscape nobler and feirer spread before it, a 
universe of new spiritual c<Hiception8. And ih& 
key to it all was. t^ rmlised personality of 
Christ. 

So wheii the new theology ccHues, it is a 
Christology. The sense in the infant CSiurch is 
not tiiat some new truth has been discovered, 
but, as Ciurns puts it in his '' Christianity in the 
Modem World,'' tliat *' some new and amazing 
thing has ha^ppened.'' The mind of the aariy 
Church is preoccupied, not with the miracles of 
Christ or with Hif parajblesi, or with the Sermon 
on the Mount, but with the. personality of Christ 
Himself. The master truth for the disdi^es was 
that " Qod was in Christ " ; God, not a fax-off 
and dreadful being to be sought, but a redeeming 
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Saviour, seekiiig ikem. Kepler, when in a high 
mood of feeling, explained his science by saying, 
'' I am thinking God's thoughts after Him,^ and 
the vthiAe theology of the early Church confuted 
in thinking Christ's thoughts after Him. 

Great human diseo¥6ne8, while they seem to 
exalt, in a s6)ise, dwart their discor^erers. 
Newton discoye;r^ ^the law >o£ gravilKtio^ 
so won £ame;ibuib, set a^dnst the tmd^ he 
discovered, how tiny is his locale. Darwin^ built 
lyith patient industry the magnificent f(»:mula of 
evolution, and in our exaggecated fsiahion we 
call his name ^' immortai" But how much* haa 
is the diSQOverer than the tiling discovered. 
Who can imagine IS^wton aaying, '' I> am the 
law of gi^avitatiofl ; " or Dan^nh offering himsdf 
to the worl4 as beiis^ in his own piersom'the 
formula of evolution ! 

Now, Christ reveals great tntths; but th^ 
centre in Him, they have no ezistenee ap«rt 
from Him. "I^o^ the trttth," He says; and 
this is exaotly tike vision the early Church has 
of Him. The^i^fipof of thisis/Cound ih the new 
accent in whioh they spoak (^.^m. Peter's 
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^' leap of fidth " in the eonleseooii, " Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living 6od/' is an 
impulse exhausted almost at a breath; it' is 
a sudden dazding vision df truth, on whieh at 
the next moment falls> an edipse. ' ^ '■ 
: Ck>mp«re this with l&e ms^esdc verses with 
liiikk John's Godpel )0pens. There is a sound 
Sn the vicvy syllables as of thfe tread of scmie 
victocioiis host : '' In i^hs tmi^inasa was the 
Word, and the Word was wraa God^ akd 
THE Word wAfe Oo©. The same was in the 
BEGiafNikQ wrra: God. All things were 
made by Him, and ^rraout Him was not 

ANYTHINO MADE THAT WAS MADE." Petei^B 

confession is a leap, $sdA a stumble ; John wiitlks 
on the great heights of Mth with sureM; step. 

And the raiding of Ohrist's nature which we 
thus see taking possession of the consdoiisnete 
of the early C&Urdi, and kindfing it to rapture 
and power, is still Hie central tirutiii of Christianity. 
ITfais is the faith tiiat has remade ti^ * Wbrid 
Many are wilUng to sit at the feet of Christ as h 
Teacher, but they r^ose to akioie Him ais a 
Saviour. They asre trying the mdancholy 
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dxperiment of taking the spiritual ideas of Christ 
and rejecting His Divine POTSonality. But 
the divorce is impossible. It would be fetal 
if it were possible. 

Tes: in $M. the later writings of the New 
Testament we cant see tiie great oonceplion of 
Christian faith taking conscious shape, and 
cdming to its kingdom in the hearts of the 
first generation of Christ's followers. And H^ 
Spirit of Christ so interpreted Christ to His 
followers^ and enlarged their power to receive 
Him, that as a result they became saints of « type 
unknown in history, martyro whose heroism is a 
kindling memory, teachers at whose feet each 
gen^eimtton of the human race, in turn, is wUling 
tosifc 

And Christ has stifl ^k strange power td 
traUsftAm men ; a power which centuries, as they 
pass^ leave unexhausted. Men are sceptical as to 
)die miracles Christ wrought in the flesh nearly 
two thousatid years ago, but the mintdes He woriks 
to-day in the enduring Aeld of human character are 
beyond challenge. Suppose it be denied that He 
tamed water into wine at Cana. It is historically 
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certain that He turned a handful of Oalilean 
peasants into ike world's teachers. He trans- 
formed 8aul the persecutor into Paul the ciaint. 
And He still keeps the key of all hearts; He 
puts his stamp pa each generation m turn. 

It is curious to note how eaeh 6e£^ studeni; 
finds scone mdepeiuient argument for wo]^hip|adg 
Ohristi soonething diiS^reosit from what other men 
see, and yet equally authoritative, A sceptic 
like Theodore Parker is: lost in wonder at the 
human greatness of Christ: '^The mantimt <h 
men, humane as a womaUi jhous and. hopeful its 
a prayer^ brave as man's most daring thought 
He has led the world in: morals and religion fbr 
eighteen centuries, beeao^e He w$s the mapUest 
man in it : hence the most divine." A sain^^ like 
PhijyUps Brooks is m^ impressed by the sinless- 
ness of Cknsb: ■' He is 1^ one sinless man in 
history/ and even if He! had done notiiing else 
for ofur salvation, this makes E^m tiie mo&t 
saving iFact that the wtorld ever saw." 

A philosophic hidtorian Mke Seeley delates tht^ 
** Christ is suifely < the mo^t sublime image< offered 
to human imagination ; ** but the secaret of His 
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mbltmily lites in the wedlock of measurel^^ 
power with iwBXpressiUe gcpitleileB&. * *^This/' 
sajrs Seeley, " is the maBterj^ece o£ Ohriirti" Tt 
is '^a sublime moral miraele 0t]|>erindiieed''upon 
« physical one." • ... : i • 

' A thecdogiim si»^ as Biiiihaiell» ^onf lite c^hc^ 
band', finds the mne$t tiiark of Chridt-i^' divinity 
in the ertsrange union ot pc^eet lowliness of spirit, 
with the most soleidn claims to supeateatural 
authority. '^ I^^y^^ Christ, '^am medk rtnd lowly 
of heart; "and no one doubts wh^t may be 
callsd His infinite humility. Yet irh^t voice 
liiat ever fell upon human ears iittereid claims so 
trafitseetikrent. Hi^ daimis to b^ the v^ root of 
ouif litei *^ I am tiiie vine and ye art^ the branch^sk*" 
He ofiters Himself to us as Hie one link betwkt 
tiie human race and 6od.^ ^No m^n cometh 
unto the Faliier but l^ M^.'- He lays His hands 
on tiie sweetest relationships of hmnafi lile;aiMl 
eliedms the right to come before them iJl. '^He 
l^t loveth father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me." 

' Now the wbrld is swift to discover ooiK^eit 
and pitiless to scourge it On any other lips 

K 
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wach, words woidd kiadle tuiiTerial lauf^ter. 
But on Chrkt'9 lips they seem natuifal ; and- oii 
this single point BoshneU challenges unbelieC 
'' Come now iill je that tell iiain yow wisdom of 
the mere natural humanity of Jesus, select your 
best and wisest^ chara^er ; tafce t^ range, if you 
will, <^ aU the great |>biiasopltei^ and luiatfi, uA 
eboose^ out one that is most competent ; dr, if 
p^chance some ime of .you may imagime ti^t 
he n himiKelf upon a level with Jesue (as we 
hear that some of you do), let. him come forwaid 
to this taial and say, 'Follow me.' *Be worthy 
of fM/ ' I am the Viglkt of the world.' , ' Te njce 
from hraeathi / ai)^ from above/ 'Behold a 
greater than Solomon is here.' Take <m a0; those 
transcendent assumptions,, and see how yoiur 
.^ry will be ufted out of you by the detectim 
l^aze, and darkoned fay the contempt, of man- 
land I Why not; ia not the challwge fair? 
Do you not tell ua that you can say :as divine 
thiags as He 1 Oive< us this (me ejqperim^t, 
and see if it does not prove to you a truth that 
is of some consequenoe ; vi^ that you are. a^ man, 
9(ai that Christ Jesu^jis — ^more" . i. .. 
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THE SBQOND ABGUMBNT FOB CHRISTIAH 
FAITH : A DIVINE HISTOBY 

^ It Qhrist had nofe bson what He wms, and stood wherf 
06 iiid, cotdd anything in history be as it had been or as it 
ist Is there iwqr ipersaa nee tt w a ^y in the s^me-smiseas H» 
istothehigher histcH^of mant May we not speak of Hiii^ 
as the keystone of the arch which spans the gulf ot time 1 
But can we isonceive that th^ keystone oane- there 1^ 
aoddent; or otherwise than by the, hand which built the 
bridge, which opened the chasm, and determined the course 
of the river tiiat flows beneath I "— FAfnnAnnr» Fhibm&pk^ 
0/,ih$ ChrxHian Religion^ p. 567. 

Birr let the o^ier Faet wlueh reinfcwces 
Cbristiaii fititli — the Cliristiaii tystem itaelf-^r^be 
eoniiderecL It k not a dream^ an illimon, but 
a Factr— yiaible, taa^ble, tremenddu&s This 
far*ofr, untaught Jew, as those who deny His 
diviinty must deaaiibe himi is the Foundery thi 
Law-giv^y the Jud^ of a new and divine 
society ; and this society is not like the Atiiantis 
of Plato, or the Utopia of ^ Thomas More, a 
dreajn : it is not like the heavenly dty, the New 



Digitized by 



Google 



148 THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 

Jerusalem which John saw in vision, a far-off 
prophecy. It exists in history. It is part of the 
living world. No revolution can shake its deep 
foundations. Its citizens, outnumber those of 
any earthly empire that can be named. It has 
survived the hates, the persecutions, the betray- 
als and corruptions of nineteen centuries. No 
human name is inscribed on its gates ; no human 
g^niua has left its print on its fabric It is 
the areation of Jesus Christ. And for Christian 
&ith, at least, what is this but to say that, like 
the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem John saw, 
it has " descended out of heaven from Qod,'- 

Putting this aside, it is certainly true that ]bo- 
day, nearly two thousand years after its Founded 
died a death of shame, Christianity is literally the 
biggest fact in the world. No other sikigle force 
that can be named touc^ies so many lives; or 
influences so profoundly the coutse of histoi?y. 
History, indeed, is unintelligible without it 

What may be called its External scale^ — iti^ 
oi^nised Churches, its innumerable temples, its 
hymns, its charitiei^, the music of its unceasing 
worship, the saintly lives it creates, the great 
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missioniay societies it mainta|i^a, its impr^as on 
literature, on politics — ^all this is nothing less 
than wonderfiiL If any one looks round on the 
dvilised order of the world, and asks whose image 
and superscription does it bear — no matter how 
dimlyr — only one answer is possible. It were as 
easy to untwist the light, destaroy half the 
primary colours, and leave the cplournscj^me of 
nature unaffected, as to take out of the literature, 
tiie politics, the art, the domestic life of the 
wwld wh^t Christ giy<^ to them, and leave them 
uo4eeti:oyed. 

Christianity, in briei^ is to the daily life of the 
world what gravitation is in the kingdom of 
matter, a forc^ to be reckoned with evierywheye,, 
It affects eve^ inte^eiEd; as g^vitation ^S^ts 
every atom. . Its tiieology, indeed, is still in the 
stage of conflict; bfit its moral idf^^ running 
in advance of its doctrines, have captured the 
worUi Men who cannot accept the^ Christian: 
cree4«. 7^ acknowledge tiie fiuithority m/A: 
supremacy of Christian ethics. 

Here, then, is a fact which hfys to be explained. 
It has be^i produced, let us say for the sake of 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 THE BEUEFB OF tJNBELIEF 

aigmnent, by some unknown Cause. Now, on 
scientific grounds, we are sure that an effect so 
stupendous in its range, and that persists through 
so many centuries, must have a Force behind it 
equal to it in scale. To say that the cause is a 
delusion, bom in the cradle of some dreaming 
and undisciplined brain^ is absurd. Realities are 
not bom of delusions. To take a dozen fishermen 
and ttintrmakers, nineteen hundred years distant, 
with a bundle of self-generated superstitions, 
and offer them as an explanation of Christianity, 
is like offering a box of matches as the force 
which has lit the flaitie of Jupiter. 

What human genius is capable of in states- 
mmiship, in literature, in philosophical speculation, 
in War, is kHown and ean be measured. We 
have only to take the g^eat figtores tiiat tram 
time to time appear on the world's stage— -Plato 
in philosophy, Alexandw in war, Cteisar in the 
arts of govemmwt — to get the curve which 
measurei^, and limits, ¥^at is possible to human 
genius. 

But^ tot one thing, there is no Plato or 
Alexandar os Caesar in ChriirtJia^ history to 
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expiain it Aikd ean saty oae imagiste tkat if 
aH the pMts Slid dnstispkymaatiBi nM tike soMiera 
a^d stAteinneii ^^^^atl ti^> i^ecH^^^dl tiie ^^eait 
namcJB df hiatofry, in a w^, put togeth^ — had 
been in tiie ^lervice of C&iistiaiiity thiis would be 
a iEfttfficient explahation of the seale^ to which it 
has gtoWn, the pefsiftteBcy with which it ettduros^ 
aSid the plac^ ift Ms^m the lives of men ? 

This faX'oS Jew alone has wrought tiiis mkaiele; 
and nil ^ woilderB, Teal or alleged^ described iin 
ikie Imi^ islospellr, aie^ titrial compared witii tiie 
mkiade of eontes^raneona Cthristianity itsdf 
It beldngs^ to an otder of tl^gs beyond t^ 
poW€lr of human g<«iiu» to imagine or acconipUsh. 
' We aie^ sttre Ofi sdentffic grounds, i^n^ tha;t 
the force beUnd Christianity, which e jqplains ita^ 
ejdstenoe, must b^ likb it i^ fdiaraoter, as wett a9 
eqtud to it^ in sci^. If ' it is idle to odfer a 
deldn^on m thek^use wMcb ex{daind^€hrii»tianityi 
i^/HT^vck more abaurid t» ^^fferli irvmi. ^ ^ 

^Suistianity/ on n&y theotji as to its^ orifpnj 
is a f 01^ making foi^ In^; for righteousness^ 
fdt ]|^ty ; «nd' such ai hrm* k not geiMwt^ 
intUe bdSiHii of a 4ie. ^e wofal enefgy which 
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is dourly but visiUy z)eH9hai4ag ibhe dvilisaticm 
of the world, fwhieh i^ c^taaA^ia new qoDacie^oe 
in tbe race, and ia oetfing into existence new 
ideals of benefie^nce and purity -and goodness, 
nuist flow from somie pure and diidne scHiirce. 

But, it may be askedi.may not the same tldog, 
in a .lesser di^;vee at least, be paid <^ th^. other 
religions of the w<url4 ; of Mflh»T»medaiiiflm, oi 
Bttddhwn,.eite, ? . i :. . : 

It may be gladly admitted > that there are 
strange antiapatioiis i)i Ghxist's teaching ift 
other amd older ibooks: in. the; Talmud, in the 
sacred writings »{ BttMldhism, or of Confiicins ; 
thou^ it « not.^uite true^tiiat the Sennon <^ 
the Mount is, in Frofessor^ Cliffwd's words, ''just 
Sabbi HiUel recast^'' . Th«f0 am reflection* id 
Christ's teadttng, bgaJbi m latMr boolpai gauch as 
the Eoranu It might b^ a sulffident i€{)ly to ask 
that the Ne]w,Tebtamflit.:as afjfirhol9-9hQuld be 
compared ^th the sacred vi^tingn of oth^ 
retigiims as a wh(^;. and tQ.> remember that 
Professor Max Mlillte^ : when he pubhd^ the 
^'SsiQied Books ol 1^ Sast,'' in England, e^ld^^ 
that there were,wlM»le s^ctiofMi that he dafedi not 
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puUisli ; in. ^nglish^ lest he i^pujd lay himself 
opftft to ^i^rimimd parosepution. Yet it mity be 
gladly acknowledged thatrr:^ 

''The {HTophets of the elder day, 
The shmi^ed sages of Oathay^ 
Read not the riddle all amiss 
Of higher life evolved from this'.** 

These stacry gteuocis in the daisk literature of 
earii^ ages axe broken rays t)f thel divine light j 
but Ofaadst is the sunrise.. Hi& teaching does 
nat^o(»iitradic^ wliat is best in the writiiigBiof 
tifee sages and teachers of hea^Aenism. It iho^ios 
on the line of t^eir best, but^ it nins: into realma 
to which they never come. Christ, in a wcod^ — 

"Qathers.in one sheaf oomplete» . . 

The scattered blacles of Qod's owh wheat.'^ 

Put Christ 4o^ lAore than merely ad4 uew 
realms to the tiny wrea( of tr^th tJ^vacepossefsej^ 
He has opened the gfitei^ into an^w i^niyeprsa.. 
He; h^ ,taugh;t us l^t tl^ croaSt o|i whi<^ the 
Sinl^: 0^^ died for the mj^fyil, is the sup^me 
interpre^frfdon of Qpd. , This is ^lore. than a 
v^velatipn ; it is a revplufi^ ^ 
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The Sermon on ike Mount 18 to -th^ bbM 
things in heathen literature whatt the fhim^ 
Jupiter is to a street-lamp. Yet if ike Sertiiob 
on the Mount were all that Christ had given us, 
He would only be a betti&r sort of Plato, an 
Epictetus with a finer accent Christ, it must 
be repeated, brings to the race not a new ethical 
system, but a new and sui^peme etUeal ^lergy. 
The system He founded not only im)elaimi^ tiie 
doctrine of that (ientral miracle of the spilittud 
uniyeiseK^the new birdi ; it actualfy w<»:fai that 
mifade; does it pefennially;^ does it In the ex:- 
peikEBed of multitudes with every new day tiiat 
dawns. 

Mohammedanism is one of Ike three great 
monotheistic religion^ of the earth; ^^d the 
single effectiye truth it possesses, the doctrine 
thfLt Gt&i m One, is b(»iiowed from iiie Klfte. 
Hindooism, a^gs^, shows how de^ and inde-^ 
stiructible aii dement in limnan fiatttrb rdUgion 
is. Whoev^ made mab dre^n^ the plan of- li^ 
nature cdi tlie Hues <jt religion ; and ffitiddoiMn, 
ttke every dther form of heathenifiin, iti ' ^ 
melancholy illustration of what the ireBgitmiEf 
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instiiict is without a divine revelation such as 
Christianity brings. Buddhism is merely the 
moral reform of an idolatarbus religion; ahd it 
is a reform which has failed. 

These religions, when set beside Christianity, 
and tried by the test of their moral scale, are 
like the sand-heaps children have piled on the 
beach, as compared with the stead&st hills ^at 
girdle the fex'^off horizon. 

But it may be asked, again, what about the 
darker side of Christiimity ; its dchisms, itis 
heresies, its persecutions, the ecclesiastical 
quan^ls which break it into fragments? 

The existence 6f these things is Hot to be 
denied. "Hiey show how stubborn are the forces 
irt human life which midce for evil, and how 
tn^caUy slow the human' mind id to compreheiid 
the true genius of Christianity. Bttt that it is^ 
sa slow to understand and to assimilate the' 
CSaristian scheme, is another proof that it iB 
utterly incapable of inventing it. And what 
more shining proof of tiie divine ori^^ of 
Christianity can be imagined than the fietct^ 
Aat it has survived, iSirough all these cen-^ 
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tories, the heresies and disloyalties of its own 
followers? 

The strength of the l^g^ment for the separate 
and divine character of Jesus Christ may be 
brought out in another way. The story of the 
death of Socrates is, in some senses, the high- 
water mark not only of Greek, but of universal, 
literature. The '' Phaedo " has made it immortal. 
It is the death scene of Socrates, as told by 
Plato: and the tale has in it every element 
of pathos and beauty; it is s^t, too, in an 
atmosphere of profound feeling.. 

The sacred ship has just arrived from Delos. 
It is the death signal, apd Socrates, before he 
drinks the hemlock, sits amongst his friends and 
holds high debate on the great theme of immor- 
tality. The fsanest, if not the loftiest, intellect 
the human moe has produced, just as he passes 
into the shadow and mystery of death, pauses to 
tell .us why he believes deatL cw^ot slay him 
And the ssiile on his face as he tffk$^ the aerene 
courage, the imfaltenng accents, give strange 
power to his logic. Never ,, did ^ a brave spirit 
paa^ out of life more bravely ; and the art of the 
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story — with its occasional play of humour, its 
points of homely incident — ^is nothing less than 
exquisite. 

Now let the immortal scene in the prison in 
the Agora at Athens be contrasted with tl^ 
scene in the upper room at Jerusalem*: If 
Socrates and Christ are both men, and are to 
be judged by human conditions, it cannot be 
doubted that the Greek ought to surpass by 
measureless degrees the Jew. Socrates Tepre- 
sents the flower of Greek genius, in t^e very 
dimax- of Grecian history; He is a philos<^)ber, 
familiar with great affairs and great men, wise 
with the wisdom of seventy years, and wise im 
t&e knowledge of all the schools. His life hid 
been one long intellectual discipline, and in that 
last scene he has Plato for reporter. CSirist, on 
the other hand, is a Galilean peasant, with only 
peasfltnts for followers and friends. 

And yet by what measureless degrees tiie 
Galilean exceeds the Greek I The merely in- 
tellectual note is incomparably higher. Let 
tiiere be recalled the account Socrates gives of 
what may be called the geogriiphy of Hades- — 
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Tartarus, with its tangle of dark rivers — some 
of fire, and some of mud— its vague seas, its 
troops of phantom spirits; the reincarnation of 
the. wicked as hawks and vultures, and of the 
good as bees, wasps, ants, orr-oclimaz of bliss ! 
j^--as phiiosophenu With tliis, compare l&e calm 
wcmh, the hi^ and serene certainly of Jesus 
Christ : ''In My Father's house toe many 
mansicms ; if it were not so I womld have toH 
you. I go to prepare a place for you.'' 

The moral note, agaui^ is not mertiy infinitely 
h^ijsr, it belongs to another order. In the 
scene in the Agora what is there which cor- 
Mi^onds to that pathetic act when Chrkt girded 
Siinself with a towel and washed: the disoiides 
feet — ^the sublimeirti object-lessoai imaj^nable as 
to tiie law andt habit of love up to whidi He 
was liflitng His , fdlow^Es ? The Qreek sends 
away his wife iand children as irrelevant and 
disturimig infli]idnQes, or tools for whi(di he has 
no furdier use. The only mord advice he ^m 
offbr the little debating sodely in whichhe sits 
is to neglect ai^ despise the body ; like philo- 
sojdicara, they are to believe that the inmibk 
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dovl 10 the only reality, and to treat eTetythmg 
except it ad shadows. Tke pro<^ of immortality 
Soerates details are the arguments of a philo^ 
sopher, and are addressed to philosq^^hecs. They 
are ingeniotts imd subtie — often over-subtle. 

But in spite of his high courage, the Gre^ can 
oflbr his listening friends nothing very certain. 
He justifies lu» sketdi oi Hades by sayings *' It is 
well to find a charm for one's fears, and on this 
account it is tiu^ I thus prolong my tale." Who 
will be their teacher, he is asked, when he. is 
gone ! Greece, he tells them, ^'is a wide pkoe^ 
and there are in it many good men. There aie» 
besides, many races of Barbarians, all of whom 
are to be explored ^ — ^in search of some one wl^ 
can supply such a charm as th^ are demand- 
ihg, a charm for ddath. Of Jiin»elf he says, 
^' Whether I tiied in the ri^t way, and with 
whiBtt success, I shatt know certainly when I 
aime. there;" but not till then. 

Ltit all this be compared with the accents of 
Christ, '^ I go to prepare a place for you* • . > 
I will come a^ain, and receive you unto Myself; 
that'itAfere I am,1;here ye may be also.'' ** When 
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tiie Comforter is come, Whom I will send u&to 
you from th^ f^fa^, even the Spirit o£ truth> 
Which proeeedeth from the Father^ He shall 
testify (tf M^/' There speaks the Lord of life 
and deat^ — of this and of all other worlds ! 

The oontrast l^etwixt the t?^a figures is o^er- 
whehuing. Socrates argues, Ohiist announces. 
The one gv^sses, the< other knows. Soei?ates 
reasons and refines like a. philosopher ^ Christ 
talks in &e acc^te of a Redeemer, The last 
words of Socrates are, 'VCrito^ we owe a cock to 
.^scuh^ius; discharge it, and do not neglect it."' 
Set beside this the last uttera^e of Qhrist : 
'* Fa^er, into Thy ha.nds I commend My 
spirit;" or^ "Father, foirgiw tibiem, for they 
know not what they do." 

We rep^t that', * taking thte; purely humim 
elemetits, the Greek ought to 'm&ve at a hi^er 
level than the Jew ; and y^t . as the twp 
figures stand side by side^ who will d^ny ^that 
Christ telongs to a different olrder — to , an 
immeasurably loftier carder r- than Socrates ? 
Whetice did Christ get His uo^ue ao^Xe? 

And let 4^he impression that each hfts inad^ on 
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the hum^n race be contrasted. No human soul 
turns back to Socrates for redemption. No 
pillow under a dying head is made softer by 
having the "Phaedo" beneath it. No mother 
standing beside her child's grave tries to heal 
heir broken heart with tiie logic of the Ag<^». 
But the supper in the upp^r room at Jerusalem 
has become a sacrament for all time and for all 
generations. The words of Christ in that scene 
* have changed the world's hktory. The contrast 
betwixt SocMrtes and Ghfrist in tiiese jJarallel 
scenes is undesirable and meEastiieless. How is 
it to be explained? ' ' 

One of tWo things is absolutely c^rtaiti. ^Eitiiisr 
Christ was «Aore than Socrates, and " more " in 
^e^iiense tkat He belonged to a diffitrent oi?der 
of being* or c4s^ tiiose who invented that i^jory 
of the tipper room in Jerusalbm w^e greater 
than Plato. And as th^re^ were fotv of lliem, 
this theory carried with it the belief t^at^ tliere 
weire fifur Jewish Fluids, who, withotit any 
touch of Greek genius, unagined more nbbly 
than the greatest genius Greece et^r produced; 
and who, being themselves rogije^ — since ili6y 
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have forged the story — ^yet invented a tale so 
rich in moral elements that it has given the 
human race itself a new system of ethics. 

We know, on the strength of an epigram 
written to refute it, that somebody, centuries 
afterwards, denied that Plato had written the 
" Phaedo." '' If Pkto did not write it," ran the 
'epigram, "then there were two Platos." But, 
as we have seen, the theory which rejects the 
divinity of Jesus Christ requires us to believe in 
four Platos ; all of them Jewish peasants, all of 
them rogues ; all of them agreed in one invention, 
exquisitely the same, yet exquisitely different; 
and all of them, somehow, achieved the miracle 
of making a lie a more effective instrument oi 
niorality than all the truths of all Uie philo- 
sof^iers history knows* The belief of unbelief 
at this point leaves the faith of universal 
Christianity dwarfed and microscopia 

For some the fundamental conception of 
CSiristianity, the entrance of Christ as a new 
and divine force in human history, is made 
incrediUe by the fact that it seems in quarrel 
with what they hold to be the master truth of 
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science, the theory of evolutioiL On the extren^ 
reading of the evolution theory the cosmos is a 
sealed chamber. Nothing can appear at any 
stage in the process which was not present at 
the starting-point Evolution tolerates no new 
factors, still less one so revolutionary — so com- 
pletely out of the natural order — ^as Christ, 
interpreted by Christian Mth, seen^ to be. 

But the formula of evolution must find room 
for new factors, or it is visiUy inadequate as an 
ex{danati(ni of the system of things. The great 
uniformities of nature know gaps which can only 
be filled by new creative act». 

Evolution, for example, has no explanation 
for the &ct of life. Life, it is certain, cannot 
be explained by its physical antecedents ; and it 
is the circumstance that evolution (^in offer no 
explanation of the appearance of life which still 
keeps that great theory in the hypothetical stage. 
''Spontaneous generation,'' says Huxley, "is a 
necessary corollary from Darwin's views ; " but 
it is a corollary which is unjustified by any 
known evidence. The great teach^B of evolution 
have an almost invincible bias in favour of the 
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doctarine that the gap betwixt the Uving and 
the Don-living can be bridged ; but no known 
bridge exists, and they are too honest to deny 
the facts. Ahnost every famous name in 
modem science can be quoted in proof of tilie 
doctrine that life cannot be explained merely by 
its physical antecedenta " If the evolution hypo- 
thesis is true/' says Huxley, '' living matter must 
have arisen from not living matter.'' * But in his 
address as President of t^e British Association 
he declared the case against the production of 
life from the non-living to be '^ victoriow all along 
the line." **The present state of knowledge/' 
he wrote, '' furnishes us with no link between 
the living and the not living." Darwin himself 
wrote, " No evidence worth anything has as yet 
been advanced in favour of a living being being 
developed from inorganic matter." Tyndall and 
Hubert Spencer are equally emphatic. ^ Lifd," 
declares Spencer, ^' cannot be conceived in phyaico- 
ehemical terms." '' I affirm," bajb Tyndall, ^* tiiat 
no shred of tn»tworthy experimental evidence 
exists to prove tiutt life in our day has ever 
f EncyeUpcnKa Brikiwnioa, '' Biology." 
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appeared independently of antecedent life."* 
" Traneubstantiation would be nothing to this," 
says Huxley, " if it happened." 

Sdence, then, has no explanatioii to offer of 
the sudden emergence in the process of evolution 
of the phenomenon of life. Wallace, who shares 
mtii Darwin the honour of the discovery of 
evolution, declares "there are at least three 
stages in the dievelopment of the organic world 
where some new cause or power must necessarily 
have come into action." f The first is in the 
change from inorganic to organic. **The first 
vegetable edl was a new thing in the world, 
possessing altogether new powers." This was 
life, but still life without consciousness. The 
next stage " still more completely," says WaQace, 
" beyond all posability of explanation, by matter, 
its laws and forces, is sensation or conscious- 
ness ; the distinction betwixt the vegetable and 
the animal" The third gap in the process of 
evolution is the appearance of self-conscious 
mind. 

♦ I^ineteenth C&ntury, 1898, p. 507. 
t Dartoirviim, p. 474. 
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If the formula of evolution, therefore, is so 
narrowly construed that the entrance of any new 
jEactor is forbidden, these three great facts are 
left unexplained. Christian faith can accept 
evolution as the mode in which €rod has admin- 
istered His universe ; but God cannot be con- 
ceived as touching His universe only at the 
starting-point, and then emigrating from it for 
ever. These gaps in the process of evolution are, 
as Christian faith reads the problem, bridged by 
creative acts; and there is an order in the 
entrance of these new factors. They rise step 
above step ; and each new factor in turn uses the 
realm beneath it as its servant Life, conscious- 
ness, personality — this is the order of time in 
which they make their appearance ; but this is 
also the order of thought. It represents a true 
ascent in values. The outlines of some great 
pyramid, rising to an apex, are visible. 

And if at some point above human personality 
there breaks into the process a Personality which 
is divine, what is this but the philosophic and 
scientific, as well as the religious, apex of the 
great pyramid of the universe ? Christ's entrance 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 167 

into the evolutionary process on this reading does 
not arrest or destroy the process. It is its con- 
summation. It is not a discord striking across 
the music of the universe ; it is the perfection of 
its harmony. 

It must be remembered that, by the admission 
of Huxley himself, tiie great protagonist of the 
evolution theory, that theory does not extend to 
morals. We can only reach what is ethically 
best by inverting its principles. " The practice 
of that which is ethically best — ^what we call 
goodness or virtue — ^involves," writes Huxley, *' a 
course of conduct which, in all respects, is opposed 
to that which leads to success in the cosmic 
stn^gle for existence. In place of ruthless self- 
assertion, it demands self-restraint ; its influence 
is directed, not so much to the survival of the 
fittest, as to the fitting of as many as possible to 
survive. It repudiates the gladiatorial theory of 
existence.'' He sums up the position by saying : 
" Let us understand, once for all, that tiie ethical 
progress of society depends, not on imitating the 
cosmic process, still less in running away from it, 
but in combating it" Now if the practice of 
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moirality in its highest t^fms puts mde the prin- 
ciples on which tie evohition theory is bmlt^ 
does any one wonder that the highest expression^ 
in living aad personal terms,.of the highest ethics 
should be, not the product of evolution, hut the 
enlirahce into it of a new fotce, from still higher 
levels of life? On scientific principles, in a 
word— K)n the prineiplea of the evolution theory 
itself ^^human history in the moral realm needs 
an Incarnation* 

On such a basis of proof as is here, in the 
briefest £sdhion suggested, the Christian faith 
staikls. And in a world where men, every hour 
of the day, and in every concern of secular Kfe, 
have to act on imperfect knowledge — on evid^ice 
which stops short of mathematical* certainty — 
what fekintest justification can there be for putting 
Christianity aside qb a thing it is safe to ignore ? 

The Christian does not risk life and death on a 
guees. He does not wander in a realm of dim 
uncertainties. The sunshine li^ about him. 
The ground under his feet is firm, the skies above 
are radiant. Bushnell puts very happily the 
conclusion of the whole argument : 
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" The world itself is changed ; it has never 
been the same since Jesus left it. The air is 
chained with heavenly odours, and a kind of 
celestial oonseiousness, a sense of other worlds, is 
wafted on us in its breath. Let the dark ages 
eome, Jet society roll backward, and Churches 
pmsh in whole regions of the earth; let in- 
fidelity deny, and, what is worse, let spurious 
piety dishonour, the truth. Still, these is some- 
thing here that was not, and something that has 
immortality in it. StiU our confidence remains 
unshaken, that Christ and His all-quickening life 
are in the world, as fixed elements, and will be 
to the end of time. For Christianity is not so 
much the advent of a better doctrine as of a per- 
fect character ; and how can a perfect character, 
once entered into life and history, be separated 
and finally expelled? Look ye hither all ye 
blinded and fallen mankind, a better nature is 
among you; a pure heart, out of some pure 
world, is come into your prison, and walks it 
with you. Do you require of us to tell you who 
He is, and definitely expound His person ? We 
may not be able. Enough to know that He is 
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not of us — Bome strange being out of nature and 
above it, whose name is Wonderful Enough 
that sin has never touched His hallowed nature, 
and that He is a friend. In Him dawns a hope — 
purity has not come into our world, except to 
purify. * Behold the Lamb of God, Who taketh 
away the sins of the woiid ! ' Light breaks in, 
peace settles on the air, and lo ! the prison walls 
are giving way — ^rise, let us ga" 
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PART II 

THE ALTERNATIVES TO FAITH 
IN CHRIST 

CHAPTER I 
THE THEORY THAT CHRIST NEVER EXISTED 

** It is no use to say that Christ, as exhibited in the 
Gospels, is not historical. Who amongst His disciples, or 
amongst their proselytes, was capable of inventing the 
sayings ascribed to Jesus, or of imagining the life and 
character revealed in the Gospels t Certainly not the 
fishennen of Galilee; as certainly not St. F^ul, whose 
idiosyncrasies were of a totaUy different sort" — Johr 
Stuabt Mill, Three Essays on Religion, p. 253. 

'' Suppose that Plato and Newton never lived — ^that thm 
story is a lie — ^but who did their works and thought their 
thoughts t It takes a Newton to forge a Newton. What 
man could have fabricated a Jesus ? None but a Jesus." 
— ^Thsodobs Pabkbb, Diseourses on Edigion, p. 276. 

Wb have now reached the point at which we 
can ask what, if this £Edth about Christ be 
rejected, are the substitutes which must take its 
place. To criticise is not enough; we have to 
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explain. Christ certainly cannot be dismissed 
as an idle problem that calls for no explanation : 
a Figure so remote, or so insignificant, that we 
may treat it as non-existent. His very name is 
a solvent It is a test both for men and nations. 
" What shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ f " asked the perplexed Roman Governor 
nearly two thousand years ago, and every man, 
in turn, stands where Pilate stood, and must ask, 
and answer, his question. 

And if Christ be dismissed as a dream, or as 
an impostor, it is certain that Someone, or Some- 
thing, must take His place. The soul, like 
Nature, abhors a vacuum. Doubt about Christ 
is itself a creed about Him. Who dismisses 
Christ from his life affirms by that act that he 
has a creed about Him more satisfying, better 
authenticated by evidence, and burdened with 
fewer difficulties than the accepted belief of 
Christianity. Where is such an alternative 
creed to be discovered ? 

The direct alternatives to Christian f&itii, as 
a matter of fact, are few in number, and perfectly 
definite in character. The difficulties they raise, 
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tiie weight of evidence on their side, can be 
easily assessed. Plain sense can judge their value, 
when cast in the scale against the general belief 
about Christ 

There is, first of all, the theory that Jesus 
Christ Thever existed. He is the dream of a 
forgotten poet, or even the invention of a 
perished tofpie — a rogue who has somehow 
succeeded in tricking the world for nineteen 
centuries, but whose name, curiouidy enough, 
nobody has ever succeeded in discovering. The 
name of Christ is, on tisis theory, nothing b^ter 
than the label of a fraud, ofr of an aggregation id 
frauds, which have gathered round mere vacancy. 
Christ's fe^ never trod the soil of Palestina His 
&oe is ui illnskm : His miracles are fftbles : His 
whole stooy is a fiction; behind His teaching 
there is no real voice. 

The worid, we are asked to believo, datto its 
chronology from «n event whieh never happeiMl, 
And Christianity is that scientific impossibility, 
an effect without a cause ; a chain tiiat has n^ 
first link; & geometrical progression of which 
the atarting^pcdnt is a cipher. 
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Tim IB an explanation of Jesus Christ it is 
impossible to take seriomdy. No scholar would 
make himself responsible for it; no historian 
will lend it the shelter of his name. 

The Higher Critios of the more reckless school 
have whittled down Christ^s sayings to the 
vanishing point. Only twelve poor words, we 
are asked to believe, survive their performances. 
But even these twelve words imply that Christ 
existed. The lonely, mutilated syllables must 
have behind them a Life, and the teachings of 
a Life. These teachings as a whole, we are 
assured, have somehow slipped from human 
memory ; but they must have been in keeping 
with the divine words ^hioh even a Schm^dd 
admits undoubtedly came from Christ's lips. 
The notion, in a ^ord, that theore never was 
a Christ is an incredibility which requires a 
hundred times mote faith for its acosptimce than 
belief in all the creeds of all the Churohes. 

Christ, on the theory that He never existed, 
ia c^y a portrait, and a portrait with no hce 
Jbehind it. And yet, somehow, this imaginary 
Face has changed the world'® history. How did 
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a cluster of Jewish peasants and fishermen paint 
a face beyond the reach of any skill known to 
the genius of Michael Angelo or Raphael ? Nay, 
they painted /owr such portraits, and they all 
agree, in spite of a score of differences : they are 
all charged with the same mysterious power. It 
is surely more credible, to quote Rousseau, that 
such a Person actually existed, than that four 
men should indep^idently invent Him. 

The Jew of the time of Augustus CaBsar, it 
may be added, was perhaps the one figure in the 
human race least disposed to attempt such an 
invention. His virtues, as well as his limitations, 
disqualified him. The stubborn monotheism of 
his faitii predisposed him to reject an Incarna- 
tion ; the cast-iron quality of his morality mad^ 
the spiritual teaching of Jesus Christ to him not 
only incredible but untiunkaUe. He was jealous 
in temper; caste pide burned in him like a 
&mie ; for all other nati(ms he Imd the scorn a 
Brahmin feels for the pariah; Was Ae likely to 
welcome, still more to mvent, a religion that 
claimed to be universal, and whose generous 
appeal overleaped all race distinctions ? 
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And if the Jews were incapable of drawing the 
portrait of Christ, certainly the first generations 
of CSiristians were equally incapable of the task. 
All that the Christians of affcer time could do 
with, the original delineation of Clmst, says 
Henry Rogers/ was — *'to spoil it" 

The proof of the existence of any great 
chaara^ter in history — say of Homer, or of 
Alexander, or Csssar-^oes not consist in a l^al 
certificate of birt^, or U^ formal verdict of a 
jury of their contemporaries. It is ftmnd in the 
signature on literafcui^, or history, these meii 
havemada 

What is the evideDice that Shakespeaare lived ? 
H^ is not, like Chriat> nineteen cmtmajes distant ; 
Itsa than four huildxied y6aar» parts him from us. 
And yfet how little of fii^t^-hbnsd And detailed 
evidence we have as to Sfaakespeate^s exist^ace, 
or as to tiie facts of his U&. The dates of the 
privt^pai fevents in his history— of his births of 
hds tnarriage^ and of hls'^yd^-^aie all mattem of 
di^lpute. His biography is for the most part a 
catalogtie iji guessea Tlmre a» sixteen di£feretit 
ways of spelling hi» verfjp liame. Only five 
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autographs, with more or less of highly doubtful 
evidence as to tiieir genuineness, survive. A 
controversy, which has created a vast literature 
of its own, as to whether he really wrote the 
{days that bear his name, still rages. 

But who asks for a certificate of Shakespeare's 
birth, and a complete biography, with verified 
dates, before believing there w(m a Shakespeare ? 
His plays are his credentials. Nobody will 
believe that a myth wrote Hamlet Shake- 
speare or Bacon are only labels for the subUe, 
magnificent genius that gave us Macbeth and 
A Midsummer Night's Dream. The labels 
may be shifted ; but it is not possiUe to deny 
that some<me lived, with the imagination of a 
l^akespeare, who created these masterpieces of 
literature. The En^h language itself is the 
evidence that Shakespeare lived. No myth 
will explain the museum at Stratford. 

And these arguments, multiplied a hundred- 
fold, constitute the evidence that Jesus Christ 
was a real Person. It is not merely that the 
almanac, in which all civilised time is dated from 
His birth, proves that Christ existed. History, 
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taken as a whole, is unintelligible without Him ; 
the living world is unintelligible. " It is Christ 
who rules British India," says Keshab Chunder 
Sen, the greatest spiritual genius modern India 
has produced, when trying to explain the puzzle 
of 294,000,000 of the human race governed by 
40,000,000 on the other side of the planet 
And Christ is the key to all the puzzles of the 
living world. When any one undertakes to 
prove that Christ did not exidt nineteen hundred 
years ago, he may well be asked to attempt a 
feat much nearer at hand. Let him prove that 
He does not exist to-day ! 

Shakespeare touched, and still touches, only 
one realm of human life. Christ touches all 
races and generaticms. Time, for Him, has no 
arresting force : space has no separating power. 
We know that He exists as we know that there 
is a force like gravitation, or an ^lergy like 
electricity. The puU of every at(mi of matter 
proves the one ; the tinkle of every telephone* 
bell is witness to the other. 

This, in the last analysis, is the supreme evi- 
dence of the exist^ce of Christ His hand is 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BELIEFS OP UNBELIEF 179 

visibly on the world's life to-day. There are / 
myriads of liring men and women who know 
that He touches their sin to rebuke it, their grief 
to oomfort it, their conscience to (Jiiicken it He 
is working these miracles noWy exactly as He 
did in the days of His flesh nineteen hundred 
years ago ; the only difference is that to-day His 
miracles are wrought in spiritual terms. 

And, it may be repeated, tibe appeal is not to 
the subjective experiences of individual men and 
women merely. It is to the changed curve in 
the history of the race. 

The discovery of the planet Neptune is one of 
the romances of astronomy. A scientific observer 
studjring the orbit of Uranus found that at one 
point the planet swung from its true path. What 
force was it which, across measureless leagues of 
space, touched the planet with some strange dis- 
turbing energy, and drew it into a new course ? 
It was scientifically certain that some unknown 
body was calling to its sister planet, and attract- 
ing it with an energy suflBcient to change its 
orWt. And following the due of that calling 
force-^measuring the strength, and following 
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the line, of its pull — ^Neptune, the loneliest and 
remotest planet in the group, spending a hundred 
and sixty-five solar years in its mighty curve 
round the sun, was discovered. 

And who looks at the history of the human 
race sees that at a certain moment the curve of 
its orbit is suddenly changed. Up to a certain 
point the course of history is a straight line, and 
a line, alas! that runs downward^ But at a 
given moment— a moment perfectly ascertainable 
— ^the line of history is deflected ; it turns up- 
ward ; it runs upward still ! And at the point 
of the curve stands one Figure. It is the figure 
oi the GkJilean ! 

Whatever thecwy men may hold as to His 
nature, or His character, or His teaching, it is a 
&ct beyond all serious challenge that Christ has 
changed the entire course of human history. He 
has set the race moving on a new curve, and 
under the action of new forces. And as a mute 
and impressive witness of that fact civilised 
mankind reckons its time fix)m His birth. 
To deny that He existed is to say that the 
planet Uranus moved on a new ellipse with- 
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out the action of any force to explain the 
change. 

Suppose that some lunatic astronomer denied 
the existence of the sun. Its light, he might 
contend, is quite insufficient as a proof of the 
sun's existence. What is light but a vibration 
in the ether acting on the optic nerve, and pro- 
ducing a certain change in the grey matter of the 
brain? If the optic nerve behind the pupil of 
tiie eye be snapped or diseased, is it not certain 
that, for the owner of that nerve, the glory of the 
sun perishes ? 

But the whole solar system, it might be replied, 
is a proof that the sun exists. Its order, its bal- 
ance, the silent unceasing rhythm of the planets 
constitute the evidence that the sun is a reality. 
The " pull " of the sun is needed to explain the 
mathematics of the solar system. And in exactly 
the same way the history, the civilisation, the 
very life of the actual world about us are 
unintelligible apart from the Fact of Jesus 
Christ. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE THEORY THAT CHRIST WAS AN IMPOSTOR 

'* Christ pours out a doctrine beautiful as the light, 
sublime as heaven, and true as God/* — Thiodori Parkib, 
Discourses on EMgion^ p. 303. 

It must be taken as certain tiiat Chiist existed; 
but it may be argued that at least His claim to 
be divine is false ; and if false it must represwt 
the fraud of an impostor, a trick played on the 
imagination of an imscientific age. If Christ was 
a man exactly Uke the rest of His race, and with 
the qualities and limitations of other men. He 
must have known this, assuming Him to be 9ane; 
and whra He claimed to be more than man He 
was — ^to put it in plain words — a ccmsoioiis de- 
ceiver. He is not the creation, but the creator, 
of a fraud. 

His miracles, on this theory, were nothing 
better than tricks ; and He knew it. His pre- 
tensions to supernatural authority were either 
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lies, or flights of lujiacy. His sayings about Him- 
self, indeed, on the supposition that He was only 
1^ man, are in exactly the accents of lunacy. *' I,'' 
he says, " am the Light of the World." When 
He spoke those words, did He know Himself to 
be an unlettered man, the son of a peasant. His 
only school of philosophy the village carpenter's 
shop ? *' Come unto Me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" Be- 
hind that strange call, that arrogant promise, was 
there nothing but a human consciousness, such as 
we possess ? '' I am the bread of life : he that 
Cometh to Me shall never hunger ; he that be- 
lieveth on Me shall never thirst" What man 
has the right to speak such words to his 
fellow-men ? 

If the speaker was only an ignorant, undis- 
tinguished Jew, no different fix)m any other Jew 
of his time, a Galilean peasant in the days when 
Palestine was a province of the Caesars, then He 
was not merely an impostor. He was the most 
ridiculous impostor the race has produced. And 
what is curious, He was an impostor without 
the motives of one. For Christ never deceived 
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Himselt He knew that at the end of his brief 
ministry the cross waited for Him. 

An impostor I Then the one effective moral 
teacher human histwy knows, a rogue who 
spent his life — nay, who laid down his life — ^to 
enforce on others maxims he did not himself 
obey. The theory is the most insane of 
paradoxes ! 

It is usual to wrap up this theory in soft 
words, to hang round it a nimbus of polite 
generalities. No one will put it in plain speech. 
Those who contend in the loudest tones that 
Christ was a man, on the same level of nature 
with all other men, are yet eager to adorn Him 
with compliments. They vie with His most 
devoted followers in ascribing every virtue to 
Him. He was the highest and noblest of men. 

But if Christ had no other than a human 
consciousness — ^if he knew Himself to be only a 
man at the moment He claimed to be infinitely 
more than man — there is no room for compli- 
ments. A man talking in Christ's accents, 
making Christ's daims, uttering Christ's promises, 
assuming Christ's attitude to the rest of his race, 
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is, it must be repeated, the most stupendous 
impostor on record. 

Where else can be found an example of claims 
so wild, made in tones so calm and assured ? 
'* Before Abraham was, I am." '' He that eateth 
My flesh and drinketh My blood hath eternal 
life, and I will raise him up at the last day."* If 
these words have not behind them a divine con- 
sciousness, and a divine authority, they are, must 
be, pronounced dther the wildest lunacies, or 
the most extravagant, and, it may be added, 
the most meaningless impostui^ to be discovered 
in history. From that conclusion there is literally 
no escape. 

But to state some charges is to refute them. 
Who would not treat it as a jest if asked to 
believe that behind " Paradise Lost" there was 
the brain of an idiot ; that the imagination of a 
rogue gave birth to the " Imitatio Christi^' ; or 
that the appetites of swine created '^In Me- 
moriam " ? And to put the soul of a conscious 
impostor behind the face of Christ ; to trace the 
Sermon on the Mount to the vanity of a diseased 
inteUect; to find the root of what is, on any 
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theory as to its origin, the profoundest spiritual 
teaching the race knows, in the arts of a rogue, 
the falsehood of a deceiver — this is a vaster foUy 
stilL 

Whatever is true, this cannot be ! It is an 
incredibility so vast, tiiat to beHeve it requires a 
more stupendous effort of faith .than the accept- 
ance of all the hhlea of the Talmud, or of King 
Arthur s Bound Table. 

We have thus got a step further. Christ 
certainly existed. To doubt this is to quarrel 
with history. It were as reasonable to doubt 
whether Alexander existed, or C»sar, or Napo- 
leon Buonaparte. And accepting the fact that 
Jesus Christ existed, He cannot be set in the 
pillory of human scorn as an impostor. He must 
have believed in Himself, and in what He claimed 
for Himsel£ If any words that ever fell from 
humanUps ring with the accents of sincerity they 
are His. So those who reject His divinity axe 
driven to the theory ihsit He was a pure-minded 
but self-dduded dreamer, Who took Himself 
seriously. He did not try to deceive the world. 
He deceived Himself. 
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This, however, is to save Christ's honesty at 
the expense of His sanity. He believed in His 
own miracles, though they never existed He 
was able to describe Himself as the '^ Light of 
the World," and He actually mistook Himself 
for that light, when He was really an unlettered 
Jewish peasant, the head of a tiny Jewish sect 
This is to say, as a matt^ of fetct, that Jesus 
Christ must be dismissed from consideration as a 
lunatic Only under the roof of a lunatic 
asylum is such language as His found on merely 
human Ups. Those who deny the divinity of 
Jesus Christ ought to have the courage of their 
logic. They ought to be prepared to sign a 
certificate of lunacy for Jesus Christ ! 

Yet who not being himself insane would 
put his name to such a certificate ! In tiie 
whole compass of human literature, where is 
speech to be found shining with the pure white 
radiance of perfect reason in an equal degree 
with the teachings of Jesus Christ? In all 
recorded human thinking, whose thoughts move 
with a flight so steady, and in a realm so high, 
as His ? The homely speech of Socrates himself 
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has not more of the salt of reason; the philo- 
sophy of Plato is not so serenely luminous. The 
wisest in every generation since He was bom sit 
at His feet to learn ; the saintliest stand rebuked 
before His purity. 

If a plebiscite c^ the human race were 
taken^ would a single vote be cast in favour of 
the theory that Jesus Christ was either an 
impostor — or a madman ? If such a vote were 
cast, the owner of it would find no hole into 
which he could creep and hide himself from 
the contempt of mankind. 
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THE THEORY THAT CHRIST IS ONLY A MYTH 

^' You have to account for a man bom in the imagination 
of some other man, and who, as a creature of imagination, 
has risen to the supreme place in human history, and who 
to-day rules inmmierable mUlions of human lives and 
ministries and destinies. It is easy to call Him and His 
work mythical, romantic, fabulous, but that does not 
account for the profound moral influence, the beneficent 
results, and the whole ministry that is represented by the 
term Christ.''— Db. Pabksb, ThsPeopUa Bible; Matthew, 
p. 386. 

So far, the doubts about ChriBt— the direct 
alternatiyes to belief in His divinity can be 
shown, one by one, to be incredible. He actu- 
ally existed. He was not a shameless and con- 
scious impostor. He was not a lunatic The 
Sermon on the Mount did not find its cradle in 
a diseased brain, and the parables of Christ ure 
not the creations of a disordered mind. 

There remains, as an altemative to Christian 
fSaith^ and as a positive creed about Christi only 
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one theory which is so much as thinkable. 
He was a beautifiil character, half mystic, half 
poet, and whole dreamer ; " a beautiful but in- 
effectual angel," to quote Max Gohre, "beating 
in the void his luminous wings in vain.** He 
lived a life so blameless, and yet so pathetic, 
that it has seized the imagination of the race ; 
and round it, as the centuries pass, there has 
naturally and inevitably gathered a world of 
touching myths. The gospels are to be read 
with pitying and respectful taidemess as the 
records of a beautiful delusion ; a dream which 
has solidified into a myth, or a group of myths. 

Christ was not responsible for these myths; 
He did not invent them. They edmply gathered 
— a sort of shining poetic dew — about His 
memory. He is thus to be regarded as the 
unconscious human kernel to a cloud of rose- 
coloured fables — fables bom of superstition, or of 
imagination — and which have hardened with the 
process of time into something that resembles 
history. 

Just as amber gathers round some accidental 
substance — a straw, or a fly — and embalms it, 
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wraps it in perAime, makes it imperishable, so 
the dreams and the superstitions of the race 
have gathered round Jesus Christ He is a 
butterfly who, in this way, has been transformed 
into a jewel 

This is an explanation of Christ which allows 
the sceptic to be polite to Him, or even to 
admire Him, while yet dismissing His claims 
as so much idle vapour. % 

But to this theory some very obvious and 
fatal criticisms apply. We are asked to regard 
the Sermon on the Mount, the story of the 
miracles, the matchless tragedy of the betrayal 
and the agony and the cross, as fotms of crys- 
tallised superstition. Now, human superstition 
is an ignoble thing, inteUectually lower than 
philosophy or poetry. And yet, on this theory, 
it has done what philosophy or poetry could 
never accomplish. It has given Urth to con- 
ceptions which have not merely coloured tl^ 
life of the world ; they have ennobled that life. 
They have transfigured to a new pattern the 
civilisations in which the life of the race ex- 
pi^sses itsdl They are doing it still, though the 
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supei&titioiis from which they come have been 
exposed and renounced. Thia, surely, is the last 
of incredibilities. 

It is more {fusible, perhaps, to describe the 
story of Christ as the crystallised imagination — 
rather than the concrete superstition— of the 
race. Out of that imagination has been evolved 
the dream — the poet's vision — of a perfect life ; 
a life untouched by the evil of the world, the 
ideal oi what every man might wish himself to 
be. And picturesque traditions, a9d more or 
less plausible dogmas, have grown naturally from 
this dream, or have been attracted to it So 
we get tiie radiant, but imaginary figure of 
Jesus Christ, a myth born of tiie dreaming 
human imagination. And this theory, it may 
be claimed, at least does not insult Christ 

But ^'imagination" is not a vague, diffused 
element — say, like gravitation — a homeless force 
which i^[>erates everprhere, but finds its centre 
nowhere. It is a personal quality, the endow- 
ment of some single intellect Now, if Christ 
— tiie Christ of the Church's faith — did not 
exist, but is the creation of the human miinl, 
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the question anses, of whose imagiaition is He 
the child? What namdess Shakei^>eare— <»r 
procession oi Shakespeares~invented Him, and 
equipped Him with a story so wonderfiil, teach- 
ing so profound, a philosophy so lofty? A 
geometrical progression with a cj^her for its 
starting-point is a sufficiently startling con- 
ception; and if Christianity is such a {pro- 
gression, the puxde arises: '^ Who was the 
unknown inventor of that amazing cypher 
whidi, being nothing, has yet yielded a sum- 
total so stupendous?*' 

For this is a " myUi *' which to this very day 
has in it an energy as of dynamite. It turned 
the group of Chrkt's immediate diseijJes — who 
were visibly commoni^ace men*— into forces 
which have affected the history of the race 
more profoundly than any <^ the memorable 
figures in war, or statesmanship, or science, or 
philosophy that can be named. ''The m^n who 
have turned the woiid upside down," is the 
description oi tibeir alarmed contemporaries ; and 
the men who thus changied the very order of 
society are Peter, who denied his Lord; Patd, 
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who persMnted His followers ; John Itnd Jaines, 
with tiieir compamonst who fled from Him at 
the mcnnent of His airest But they recovered 
their faith in Christy and the recovery trans- 
formed them into hmnan forces without paralld 
in human history ! 

We know what is possible in the way of 
creation to the human imagination. Shake- 
speare is its highr water mark^. so far as the 
Eiiglish-speaking race is concerned. But who 
could suppose one of the imaginary diaracters 
created by his genius — say, Hamlet or Titania^ — 
stepping off the stage — turning all history, in- 
deed, into a stage for itself— <»reating a new 
literature of its own, vaster than its own author 
was able to create for himself; re-shaping civil- 
isation, giving a new standard to duty, evolving 
martyrs, inspiring saints, putting hymns on 
countless Ups, building ten thousand places of 
worship! And we are asked to believe that 
the '' imagination'' of some obscure and forgotten 
dreamer, a compound of rogue and lunatic, using 
the figure of a Jewish peasant as its raw material, 
has performed this .miracle I This would be a 
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greater wonder than any recorded in the 'four 
gospels. 

It may be added that this particular " myth " 
is burdened with a special incredibility. For the 
mythologies of Greece and Rome, or of Eastern 
lands, the notion of an incarnation, or of many 
incarnations, was easy. But to the Jews, and to 
the Mth of the Jewish people, the idea was 
abhorrent. They sent Christ, as a matter of 
fact, to His death for claiming to be the Son 
of God. The Jewish mind, whatever other 
element of religious faith it had lost, still kept 
possession of the doctrine of the unity of God ; 
and that doctrine, aa Jewish thought inteipreted 
it, was in utter hostility to the very notion of 
an incarnation. And to explain the Christian 
doctrine of the incarnation as a myth generated 
in the brains of half-a-dozen Jewish fishermen — 
this is an incredibility greater than the Incar- 
nation itself. 

It is clear, again, that no single intellect is 
concerned with the inventkm of tiie fable-^ 
if it be a fable — on which Christianity is builfe 
A whde procession of dreamers and rogues, 
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flcattered over a period of many years and an 
area of many lands, must have been engaged in 
the process. Now the notion of the composite 
authorship of the "Iliad'' was killed by the 
argument that it was easier to believe in one 
Homer than in a dozen; and the suggestion;, 
it may be added^ thiU^ no Homer ev^ existed, 
may fitly enough be killed by the consideration 
that somebody who, not being Homer, invented 
him, and wrote the '* Iliad " for him, would be a 
vastly mpre astonishing person than Homer 
bimsell 

But if we reject the notion of an historic 
Christ, a real person, who spoke the words and 
performed the deeds described in the four gospels, 
then we have to believe in the existence of an 
unknown number of forgotten geniuses, c^ name- 
less poets and unrecorded Shake^eares, who 
conspired to produce the character of Jesus. 
They invented His history, forged His parables ; 
aad, thcH^h acting twithout concert with each 
other, ihave produced an absolutely harmonious 
conception. 

For no harmony known to music is more perr 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 197 

feet than the harmony of qualities which make 
up the character of Christy as painted in the 
gospels. And wrought into the beautifolly 
mmple story and character of Christ, are mean- 
ings and truths the race masters only slowly, 
and haa not, even yet, mastered fully. The 
history thus invented resembles, as a matter 
of £Eict, a record in cipher. Generation after 
generation spells out some new syllable of the 
cipher, and so the revelation grows ; but always 
it is self-consistent, and always it is in advance 
of the highest thought straining to interpret 
it- 
Here, then, is something without parallel in 
liteorature ; a character so noUe in conception, so 
pure' in teaching, so profound and sustained in 
its influence, that it has changed the story of 
the wwM. To-day it kindles the w<»ship, and 
edours the Uves, of countless multitudes. 

Now that the conception of such a character 
is the work of a committee of unknown rogues; 
of rogues without any intelligible motive, who 
bekmged to different ages and worked without 
concert or common plan ; this, surely, is a theory 
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no sane mind can accept. It overtaxes human 
credulity. 

When we are told, moreover, that Christ 
is simply an accidental human centre to im 
equally accidental collection of myths, it is 
worth while to remember that even a myth 
needs an explanation. It has its own laws and 
limitations. 

What may be called the natural history of 
myths is quite intelligible. Like certain fungoid 
growths, they need a special atmosphere for their 
devdopment. They grow rankly in the darkness. 
Light kills them as it kiUs some microbes. 

Now it is certain that no such atmosphere lies 
about the birth of Christianity. It did not arise 
in a dim and remote antiquity when fables came 
easily into birth. Christ was born more than 
four centuries i^ter Plato. His cradle stands in 
the very centre of what is known as the ** Golden 
Age *' of Roman literature. Pliny was twenty- 
three years old when the angels sang the first 
Christmas " Adeste " ; Juvenal was bom seven 
years after the Crucifixion ; Seneca's epistles are 
contemporary with those of St. Paul. 
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A generation which saw Auguatus on the 
throne, which had Tacitus for historian, and 
Juyenal for poet and satirist, was certainly not 
credulous or superstitious. It was a wearied and 
sceptical age. It had tried every experiment, 
exhausted every pleasure, stripped itself of every 
belie£ Such an age is as unfavourable to the 
evolution of my tjis as an acid solution is to the 
gro.wth of weeds. 

Myths, again, need much time for their 
evolution. A human figure must grow dim and 
vague fropi mere distance ; close personal ]aiow- 
ledge— the knowledge tiiat disillusioni^sefi — ^must 
perish, before a nimbus of myths can gather 
about it. As no man^can be a hero to his valet, 
80 no man with tjie limitations of his kind can 
be glorified and vapourised into a myth while 
his contempori^ries live. 

But GJirist came to His full estate in the 
belief of His followers almqst at a sin^e step. 
Paul's letters are the final proof of this. They 
were written within less than thirty years of 
the Crucifixion, and are the earliest and most 
authentic of Christian documents. They are 
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admitted by the highest critical authorities to 
be genuine. And in these letters Christ emei^s 
fuil-statured and divine, with the faith concern* 
ing Him as clear cut as a cameo, as definite 
as a steel die. Less than thirty years after 
the Roman whips had scourged Him and the 
Roman soldiers cast lots for His garments, Christ 
stands revealed in these letters, the world's 
Redeemer — exactly as He stands to-day, after 
nineteen centuries have gone. 

Paul, it must be remembered, was not a 
narrow-brained fanatic, an enthusiast careless of 
logic. He was a scholar, a thinker, one of the 
great intellects of the race. He has made a 
deeper impress on history than CsDsar or Shake- 
speare. His philosophy touches a higher note 
than that of Socrates; his moral teadiing is 
of a more practical fibre than that of Marcus 
Aurelius. He is the most impressive witness as 
to the person of Christ that can be put in the 
box, and nothing can be more absolute and 
decisive than his testimony. 

He not only believes, on the authority of an 
amazing personal experience, in the resurrection 
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of Christ; he remembers and numbers the 
witnesses who saw the risen Saviour. No belief 
can be more confident, and no teaching about 
Christ more definite or positive in character, 
than his. We are justified, he declares, by His 
grace. The race is put into a new relationship 
with Qod by His incarnation. All men are to 
stand at His judgment seat. Not to love Him 
is to be anathema inaranatha. 

We are not called at this point to discuss 
whether these teachinga are true or not; they 
at least prove that the Figure of Jesus Christ 
cannot be classed as a mytL It stands, as 
seen by His contemporaries, and in the light of 
that first generation, exactly Ha it does to-day 
after nineteen centuries have passed. 

Myths, again, if they are easily evolved are 
easily slain. Timeis cmel to Uiem. Science is 
fatal. Mere increase of knowle^e kills them, 
as light destroys certain low forms of life. Bat 
the "myth" of Jesus Christ has survived the 
passage of neariy two thousand years, and stands 
undi8S(dved in the white %ht of the twentieth 
century. 
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This statement, indeed, is inadequate. The 
story of Christ satisfies the demands of science 
by gathering to itself an ever more triumphant 
verification, bom of that final test of any creed, 
the test of actual humim experience. For the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, it must be remembered, 
is not a philosophy; it is not a c(^ection 
of legends and poems. It has a philosophy, 
indeed, nobler than the schools of Athens or of 
Rome ever heard, and poems sweeter than any 
Homer or Virgil ever sang. But it does not 
pretend to be a mere form, no matter how stately 
and noble, of literature. It is a statute-book, 
and has the functions of a statute-book. ''The 
question," says Bacon, *' is to be settled not by 
argument, but by trying." And men — genera- 
tion after generation — have actually "tried" 
Christ's laws, and find that they work. 

It might be possible to wrangle indefinitely 
over the sjnnbols which make up a chemical 
formula; but science accepts the test of the 
laboratory as final. If every chemist who puts 
together the elements in the formula produces 
the same solution, what room is left for doubt ? 
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And the test of the validity of Christ's teaching 
lies near at hand and within every man's reach. 
It is a rule of life. It has for every-day aflFairs 
the office of chart, and compass, and nautical 
aknanac to the seaman. 

Imagine a sea captain being told that his 
compass was a cheat, his chart an idle picture, 
his nautical almanac a collection of myths I He 
would not attempt to defend the methods of his 
art by syllogisms. " I have sailed by compass 
and chart for forty years," he would say, " and 
they have brought me to port" What logic 
can be simpler ; or what proof more absolute ? 
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CONTRASTED CREEDS 

'^I esteem the goepeU to be thoroughly g^nrnvj^ for 
there shines forth from them the reflected splendour of a 
subUmity proceeding from the person of Jesus Christ of so 
diyine a kind as cmly the divine could ever have manifested 
on earth." — Gobthb, CanvencUiona with Eekermofm, m,, 

p. sri. 

" Either Ood has thus finally spoken, or there is no Qod, 
and man is the incomprehensible creation of chance and the 
sport of the chance that created him."— Pope, ffitdogy, 
vol. i., p. 61* 

In this list, thus briefly discussed, all the 
visible alternatives to the a<5cepted faith about 
Christ are compressed. They confront each 
other. They challenge the verdict of every 
man's reason. They put the general human 
conscience on its trial. Some choice betwixt 
them is instant, urgent, inevitable. And which 
of them can for a moment compare, not merely 
for credibility, but for sanity, with the general 
faith of the Christian Church ? 

To say that Christ never existed is a suffici- 
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entij positive creecL But to undertake to 
exjdain Christianity without Christ is a per- 
fonnanoe which can only kindle inteUeetual 
contempt "It is of no use," to quote Mill 
once more, " to say that Christ as eidiibited in 
the gospels is not historicaL" It is '' of no use/' 
because the history of nineteen centuries makes 
such a demal idle. To say, again^ <^at He 
existed, but was a self-conscious impostor, is an 
offence to reason almost greater. It is to say that 
the one effective religion the world knows had its 
cradle in the brain of a rogue. 

To say that Christ wa^ a Uamdess dreamei^ 
— a dreamer with the general limitations of the 
race, and tiie special limitations of the age in 
which He Hved — around whom the human imagin- 
ation has hung an aecid^ital garment of mj^hs, 
is^again, a definite and intelligible creed. Bvit it 
argues a greater miracle than is to be found 
within the covers of the Bible. This belief 
clothes that vague thing imagination — ^the 
imagioaticm of nobody in particular — the general 
unowned imagination of mankind — ^witfa a power 
of tioUe and sustained. cr^tioQi beyond aH ibe 
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writers and thinkers and poets the race has ever 
produced. It is like saying that Cologne 
Cathedral had no particular architect^ and was 
built on no specific plan. The vague *' imagin* 
ation" of the nameless hut-dwelling crowd, 
amongst whom it rose, produced it. 

Any one of these theories about Jesus Christ 
is an offence to plain reason. But it may be 
asked, How do these alternative creeds — ^these 
rivals to the Christian faith — affect morality? 
Do they carry with them any ethical results ; 
and if so, what is their nature ? 

The answer is that if they stained through to 
the imagination, and captured the belief of the 
race, they would profDundly shake the very 
foundations on which morality stands. 

If tiie race suddenly became convinced that 
Christ never existed, all that Christianity means 
would perish. The one effective system of ethics 
the race knows wouW be cancelled. Morality 
itself would be discredited. Here is a moral 
code, it would be argued, which has emerged 
from nothing, whkh has meant nothing, but 
which has somehow for ages cheated the inteHect 
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and enslared the conscience of mankind. All 
codes as a result would grow suspect. 

What effect on the world's morality would be 
produced, again, by the discovery that Christ 
was an impostor? The one Figure which the 
race had agreed to accept as its highest ideal of 
goodness suddenly proved to be a cheat, a dis- 
sembler, a rogue plus a pious mask — ^who shall 
measure the moral disaster of such a discovery ? 
It would mean the instant and universal wreck 
of c<mseiencel Groodness itself might well be 
hated, since what had been adored for nineteen 
centuries as its most perfect embodiment, turned 
out to be only a veil covering the face of a lie. 
In the same way, the discovery that Christ was 
notdiing better than a myth would go far to 
resolve morality itself into a myth. 

These are not arguments for continuing to 
beUeve in Christianity in spite of all disproof; 
but they may justly enough serve to make us 
hate the theories which, without any such 
disproof, would wreck the moral ideals of the 
race, and turn the highest conception of Good- 
ness which has ever broken upon human vision, 
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into an impcNBture. This, surely, is not only a edn 
against the Holy Ghost, but a sin against the 
human race. 

No ! the saints and martyrs of all the Christian 
centuries have not been deceived. The deepest 
experiences of so many generations of godly men 
and women are not a delusiott Christ's great 
words about Himself are true. He is the light 
of the World. He is the eternal Word made 
flei^L He is a Force thai draws all men unto 
Himself. Above the wrecks of all o{^>osing 
theories, and calm with all the pea^e of the stars, 
the Christian faith about Christ rises, like some 
soaring mountain peak — stately, strong unshak- 
able. It is buttressed with cliffs of granite, and 
white with unstained snowa The theories that 
would overthrow it are like the low huts, the 
insect-haunted scrub, at its bam. 
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PART 1 

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ABOUT 
THE BIBLE 

CHAPTER I 

THE PUZZLE OF THE BIBLE 

^ The Bible is a book which man could not have written 
if he would, and would not have written if he could."— 
Hknbt Rookbs. 

'* If an inhabitant of another planet were to visit our 
sphere and should ask to see the most significant, victorious, 
and predotis object now known to man, I, for one, should 
unhesitatingly show him the Bible." — Joskph Cook. 

The Bible, as seen by Christian faith, is not a 
book of speculations and guesses, a book which 
represents the groping of the human mind after 
God. It is a revelation : the discovery OtoA has 
made of Himself to man. It is the statute-book 
of the human race. There is a revelation of Grod 
in nature, and in secular history. But language 
is the fundamental distinction betwixt man and 
the beasts. It is the Rubicon, to quote Max 
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Miiller, on the hither side of which men alone 
are found. ''Man is man/* says Humboldt, 
" only through speech." And it was fitting that 
God, Who has bestowed on us this great faculty 
of language, should make the highest disclosure 
of Himself through that channel. 

But if we consider the literary form through 
which these high offices are fulfilled, the Bible can 
only be described as a paradox, the disappoint- 
ment of all human expectation. To look at, 
it is a book of scraps; a planless cluster of 
pamphlets, representing the literature of tbe 
most unliterary of nations. Here are sixty-six 
booklets of the most diverse character, some of 
them of unknown, some of doubtful, authorship, 
scattered thinly over sixteen centuries. They 
are made up of biographies, hymns, episodes of 
tribal history; laws of a social system which 
no longer exists ; genealogies of men in whom 
nobody is interested ; letters to Churches dead 
for centuries; tales of old, far-oflF, forgotten 
things, and battles long ago. One book is an 
Eastern love story; another is an episode in 
Perkii^ history which has not the name of God 
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in it; yet another is the letter carried by an 
escaped slave who was being sent back to his 
master ; yet another is a collection of proverbs 
of the *' Poor Eichard " order. 

Sixty-six pamphlets, written without concert, 
by a scattered line of unknown men, and 
preserved, we hardly know how, packed with 
mysteries, full of what seem insignificant or 
irrelevant details. And yet this Book is the 
greatest literary possession of the race, the 
enduring revelation of God to man. It con- 
stitutes the title deeds of Christian institutions. 
It is the lesson book of Christian faith, the final 
code of human conduct " We have no other 
Christian religion," says Dr. Pope, 'Hhan that 
which is one with its documents and records. 
The character of Christianity is tiie character of 
the BiWe." 

If asked to describe in advance what the Bible 
of tiie human race should be, certainly no one 
would have guessed this particular form. ** Might 
we not easily have had," it is natural to ask, ** a 
book with fewer mysteries and digressions, a 
book that left nothing untold, that could be 
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demonstrated like a proposition in Euclid, and 
which no Higher Critics could dissolve into a 
mist of wavering dates V* A revelation given to 
all, given simultaneously, and given adequately : 
this is what seems to be needed. 

Let us imagine a committee of philosophers — 
or of poets, or lawyers, or historians, or news- 
paper editors — employed to draw up in advance 
a plan for a Bible. It is highly probable, of 
course, that such a committee would never have 
agreed amongst themselves ; but it is certain that 
if they had, they would have given us a Bible 
quite i^nlike that it has pleased God to bestow. 

The lawyers would have given us a code; 
the theologians a catechism ; the philosophers a 
volume of metaphysics. A committee of news- 
paper editors would have provided for us an 
" up-to-date *' book, all " cross-heads " and sen- 
sations and picturesque descriptions. The poets 
would have given us an epic ^nbroideted with 
sonnets. The scientists would have made science 
itself unnecessary by preparing a compenctium 
of all knowledge, the natural history of tilings in 
general, a book which would have left the planet 
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without. a secret, aud the human intellect with 
nothing to interest it 

And all of them wouM have insisted on a 
lib|»uy instead of a simple book. For consider 
ihe scale on which uninspired human literature is 
planned. Hodder's '< Life of the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury " — to take the first book on the shelf — con- 
tains some 360,000 words. Mr. Morley writes 
the ^^ Life oi Gladstone '' on a still ampler scale, 
in two stupendous volumes. But for the life of 
Christ we have four thin pamphlets no bigger 
than tracts. Matthew tells the amazing story in 
23,000 words, Mark in 15,000 words. 

When we remember how many volumes King- 
lake takes to describe a third-rate war which 
settled nothing; and what ^ace Macaulay 
requires to tell the tale of only siz years of 
British hist<wry, what a stupendous book — or 
library of books — a committee of uninspired 
editors would require to tell the whole story of 
the planet, and of the religious history of the 
human race! The Bible that the human mind 
would have invented is somuething to meditate 
over. 
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And yet this amazing Book, that affronts all 
expectation, that seems, in literary form, to be 
utterly unfitted for the great offices of a KUe, 
has influenced the imagination of the world, and 
the history of the race, not only more than any 
other book that can be named, but more than all 
other books put together. It has determined — or 
is visibly determining — ^the moraUty of the race. 
Nations live by it, or die by quarrelling with it 
This tiny collection of Hebrew books not only 
lies on every pulpit lid in Christendom ; it is ike 
shaping force in human affairs everywhere. 

Theodore Parker was by no means an orthodox 
Christian, but he had a touch of true spiritual 
genius, and of the insight which spiritual genius 
gives ; and his testimony to ike Bible is a classic. 
The sun, he says, never sets on its gleaming page. 
It goes to the castle of the king and the cottage 
of the peasant It colours the talk of the street^ 
it is woven into the web of universal literature. 
It talks to us in our solitude, consoles our grief, 
rebukes our baseness, gives new ideals to (mr con- 
science. The aching head finds a softer pillow 
when the Bible lies underneath. This Book 
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blesses us when we are barn, gives names to half 
Christendom, adds a sanctity to the marriage tie^ 
writes an inscription of hope on the graves of the 
dead. " Our best of uttered pray^/' writes Theo- 
dore Parker, " are in its storied speech wherewith 
our fathers and tlie patriarchs prayed. Men who 
believe nothing else that is spiritual believe the 
Bible all through." 

Greneration after generation arises, each with 
its separate ideals and needs, each with its own 
language. The literature (d yesterday is not 
the literature of to-day. Famous books go 
out of &8hion, and are read only by schcdars 
and antiquarians. But this immortal Book 
is the contemporary of all agea It talks in 
the speech, and with the accents of each genera- 
tion in turn. The silver cord of the Bible is not 
loos^ nor its golden bowl broken as centuries 
slip by, like beads on the thread of time. " The 
Bible/' says Theodore Parker, '^ is the master of 
the soul, wiser than reason, truer than consci- 
ence, greater and more trustwcnrUiy than the 
religious instmct itself." 

The scale on which it is perpetually multiplied 
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is only one proof of the stupendous force of the 
Bible. One English society alone has translated 
it into 400 languages, and prints 6,000,000 
copies of it annually. This tiny volume, more- 
over — the work of nameless men, and, taken 
humanly, the annals of a perished race — has 
somehow created a vaster literature about itself 
than any other book that can be named. No 
other book has called into existence — for attack, 
for defence, for illustration, for proof, and for 
disproof — so many volumes. The sixty-six 
pamphlets which make it up are, in mass, 
about one-three*hundredth part of extant Greek 
and Roman literature ; works whidi, taken intel- 
lectually, are the classics of aU time. Yet the 
Bible has given birth to a vaster literature than 
all the Greek and Roman classics put together, 
and yet is not itself submerged. It rises high 
above the literature devoted to its exposition LLka 
the oak above the leaves of last year's spring. 
" The little ark of Jewish literature," says Henry 
Rogers, '' floats upon the surges of time, while 
the wrecked archives of huge Oriental empires 
are turned into mere flotsam and jetsam.'' 
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How often this Book has been torn to rags, 
reftited, destroyed. But the ^uivil outlasts all the 
hammers that smite it The men who attack the 
Kble, the volumes written to disprove it, are 
forgotten, while the immortal Book lives pn^ 
The Bible, too, survives its friends as well as its 
enemies. The Psalms have outlived Tate and 
Brady, Stemhold and Hopkins. The histories of 
the Bible are cut into fragments by the dissecting 
knives of scholars, and yet, sc«nehow, they keep 
the unity that belongs to life. 

Some strange gift of indestructible life is 
hidden in this volume. Hktory is strewn with 
the wrecks of a hundred perished literatures ; 
but time has no destroying office for the Biblical 
recoHs. Great nations are only remembered, 
indeed, as embalmed in them. ** Some nations 
and empires," writes Henry Bogers, "are not 
forgotten, only because the Bible has occasion 
to mention them." Some element not bom of 
human genius, but which outshines genius, lies 
in its pages. Other books have their day and 
they die. Their language grows obsolete. The 
world's thought runs in new channels, and 
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Hiey are left mere stranded wrecks on Time's 
shore. Bat this Book belongs to all the centuries, 
and outUves them all 

" A planless book," a " book of scraps/' men 
call it. And yet it has the indestnictible unity 
which life alone givea If tried only as a poem 
is tried, and by purely literary tests, the KUe is 
a great epic, with the unity of plan that belongs 
to an epic It has a lost Paradise at the be- 
ginning, a Paradise regained at the end, with a 
divine, redeeming process running through thou- 
sands of years, linking both visions together. 
One sublime idea shines behind the many books 
of the Bible. It is the recovery of a fallen race ; 
the rebuilding of the kingdom of God in human 
life. And the instrument of this great process 
b Jesus Christ. The Bible is nothing but a 
frame of historical events in which Christ is set. 
All the eariy books of the BiUe prepare for Him, 
whisper of Him, point to Him ; all the later 
books look back to Him. Under all its forms the 
Bible is thus the servant of one idea. 

And the unity which is thus revealed, it must 
be repeated, is the product of human elements 
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which seem in utter discord with each other. 
Here is an unknown number of writers, belong- 
ing to diflferent races, bom under different skies, 
parted by centuries from each other, with no 
common plans, and most of them vinbly without 
any notion that what they write is to be part of 
the Bible of the human race. These are the 
elements not of unity but of discord. 

Imagine sixty-six compositors scattered over 
the world, each man setting up some solitary 
word, without any knowledge of what the other 
sixty-five were to produce. And lo ! the sixty- 
six words when put together fall into what may 
be called lyrical relations with each other. They 
make not merely an intelligent sentence, but a 
poem, with linked sweetness of rhjrthm, and 
chiming harmonies ; a poem of which the sense 
is not only clear, but rises to a sublime climax. 
Could anything less than a miracle produce the 
rhythm of a perfect sonnet from a number of 
words set up independently ? There mtist be 
a single controlling Mind behind the words to 
expl^n the poem. 

Or, to vary the figure, the Bible is a portrait. 
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The fece of Christ looks out, tender, pure, divine, 
if with varying clearness, from every page. Is it 
credible that sixty-six chance daubs, of chance 
colours, made without agreement betwiit them- 
selves by a number of chance men, could produce 
a Face that arrests the attention, and stirs the 
love of the world ? 

The Bible, tried by ordinary tests, is thus the 
great puzzle of all literature. What is the explan- 
ation of the puzde? To give the answer of 
Christian faith in Christian terms, the secret of 
the Bible lies in the fisict that it is not the pro- 
duct of human genius, it does not reftect the 
mind or record the discoveries of man. It reflects 
the mind of God. It is a channel tlurough which 
nms a. stream of spiritual force. It is not a dis- 
covery, but a revelation. It is, to use terms of 
theology, a divinely-inspired book. 

About the inspiration of the Bible there are 
many theories and many perplexities. The 
notion of a mechanical inspiration, a force which 
blotted out the individuality of the writejrs, and 
used them as unconscious pens — ^mere pipes 
through which the divine stream flowed — ^is not 
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necessary to Christian faith, and is not, as a 
matter of fact, held by any large section of the 
Christian Church. 

A verbal inspiration, co-extensive witJi the 
Bible, is nnnecessary for the ends of the Bible, 
and is inconsistent with the facts of the Bible. 
Such an inspiration would be useless to us to- 
day ; for if it were given to the original 
documents of Scripture it is cancelled by the 
fact that these have long since perished. It 
is discredited by the fact that there is in the 
Bible visibly no great care taken to' ensure 
an exact verbal uniformity in different reports 
of the same event When the four evangel- 
ists give some memorable saying oi Christ, 
each one records it with some slight variation of 
incident and phraseology. There are variations 
in the reports of some of the most solemn words 
uttered by Christ, such, for example, as tiie words 
employed in the Last Supper. The records, it is 
true, are absolutely uniform in spirit and mean- 
ing : the variations only prove the independency 
of the writers. 

A verbal inspiration governing every word of 
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the Bible is discredited, again, by the fact that, 
while there are some 263 direct quotations firom 
the Old Testament in the New Testament, scarcely 
any one of these is verbally accurate. " It has 
not pleased God," says Dr. Pope, "to bind up 
His eternal truth absolutely and inseparably for 
good and evil in documents which perish in ^e 
using." 

What the general faith of the Christian Church 
holds is the plenary inspiration of Scripture ; an 
inspiration which, when necessary, is verbal, but 
which always is sufficient to ensure the full and 
accurate conveyance of the truth to be revealed. 

This divine element in the Bible explains that 
strange and separate note of tranquil certainty 
which runs through it. It does not argue, it 
announces. It is not concerned to prove the 
foundation txuths of religion, the existence and 
holiness of God, the eternal authority of righteous- 
ness, iiiB moral nature of man, the fact of sin, 
and of a redemption from sin, the final judgment 
that awaits all hunian deeds. It assumes tiiese 
truths ; it proclaims them. They are not matters 
for debate, they are not to be justified by anxious 
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syllogifims. They are certainties, certainties that 
find their attestation in the soul itaeli The 
Bible, in a word, offers us not a philosophy or 
an argument, but a Message. Its accent is not 
that of a human teacher catching the broken 
vi^on of truths £»r off and dimly seen, and 
striving to utter and prove them. What it 
offers us is not main's thoughts about God, but 
God's thoughts about man. So the note is 
always one of authority; its accent that of a 
divine revelation, not of a human discovery. 

The force in the Bible we call inspiration 
explains, again, the indestructible power of the 
Book ; a power of which the writers themsdres 
were unconscious, and which certainly cannot be 
accounted for by any genius in them. No one 
can pretend that a handful of untaught Jews — 
herdsmen, fishermen* peasants — outscale in. intel- 
lectual literary power all the greiat names not 
only of Greek and Latin literature, but of the 
literature of all races and of all age& Who will 
compare, as far as natural genius is concerned, 
David with Homer, or John with Plato, or Peter 
with Marcus Aurelius? There was only one 
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0chol^ and man of geniin — Paul — in the group 
of New Testament writers. 

But to take the personal and intellectual ele- 
ments in the writers and try to explain t^e Kble 
by them is like taking the dead wire, the metal 
switch, the loop of calcined fibres, which are the 
machinery of an electric lamp, and offering them 
as an explanation of the electric light itsel£ 
These things are but the channel of tiie subtle, 
invisible force running back into mystery, that 
we call electricity. When anybody can explain 
the electric light without an electric current then 
we may explain the Bible without a divine in- 
spiration. Visibly there is something more in 
the Book than there was in the men who wrote 
it, and this mysteribus and magnificent pliis is 
the divine energy we call inspiration. 

And this has to be said about the Bible — ^this 
is too commonly the forgotten thing about it; 
its inspiration is not something lying far back 
in distant centuries when the books were first 
written. It is a fact in the present tense ! It 
is a force affecting the readers of to-day as well 
as the writers of yesterday. For the man who 
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reads it with beUeving eyes the Bible is still 
flooded from cover to cover with inspiration. It 
thrills in every syllable with more than elemental 
forces ; forces which penetrate to the very heart 
of the reader and stir all its deeper emotions as 
the moon stirs the sea-tides. Somethiko is in 
the Book wbieh breaks ont — now in one place, 
now in another — with pulses of spiritual energy, 
gleams of unearthly light It is as though first 
one cluster 6i words and then another become 
suddenly and strangely luminoua For the 
devout soul the Bible is always a book of 
divinest inagie. 
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CHAPTER II 
THB LOGIC OF THE BIBLE 

"The Word of God m the book of tUo comniietn peo^e; 
it is the working-man's book; it is the child's book; it is 
the slave's book ; it is the book of every creature that is 
downtrodden ; it is the book that carrieB with it the leaven 
of God's soul ; it is a book that tends to make men la^r 
and better, and sweeter, and that succours them all through 
Hfe ; and do you suppose it is going to be lost out of the 
world t When the Bible is lost out of the world, it wiU 
be because there are no men in it who are in trouble, and 
need succouring; no men who are oj^iressed and need 
release ; no m«i who are in darkness and need light ; no 
men who are hungry and need food; no men who are 
sinning and need mercy ; no men who are lost and need 
the salvation of God." — Hbnrt Waed Bbbchbb. 

Where shall we discover a logic wide and deep 
and lofty enough to justify Christian faith as to 
the Bible ? There are a thousand proofe which 
professional apologists recite and array in scientific 
order — ^its survival through so many ages, its ful- 
filled prophecies, its profound agreement with 
history, its supremacy over aU purely human 
literature, the mirteles of yesterday which it 
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records, and the miracles, also, of to-day which 
it works. But an instructed Christian would be 
content to risk the whole case of the Bible on 
three facts Yihich are beyond all successful 
challenge. 

The first is the fact that the Bible is the one 
key which unlocks the puzzle of the world. Its 
interpretation of the spiritual history of the race 
is true. No other covers all the facts, no other 
is so much as thinkable. 

If we grasp the underijring meaning of the 
Bible we shall see that it assumes to be the 
record of a great spiritual process, a process 
older than itself, wider than itself^ and one still 
in operation. That great and divine process is 
the religious education of the race. And who 
looks at history in the light of this philosophy 
sees that beneath all outward events, this is 
exactiy what has taken place, and is taking pSace. 
God, by His spirit touching the spirits of men^ 
by His providence shaping the lives of men, has 
from the beginning been leading the race to '' a 
divine, &r-off event,'' and is still leading it The 
process is a spiritual educaticm; and human 
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history is unintelligible, it lacks both plan and 
goal, it is an epic without either a law or a dimaz, 
except on this theory. 

Now the lines of a moral evolution, a true 
spiritual education, shine clear in the history of 
the race. It begins with the first pair, placed in 
that fit scene for human childhood — ^a garden. 
The first lesson is that of obedience in its simplest 
terms, a single prohibition suited to What may be 
called the kindergarten stage of morals ; " Don't 
touch that fruit 1'' as it might be expressed. 
Whether this story is truth in the form of 
parable, or truth in tiie form of history, it is 
equally convincing. 

The lesson is not learned, the law is biroken ; 
the penalty is a lost paradise; and the first 
human pair come out — it is true, with a myste- 
rious and uncomprehended promise in their 
hands — ^but it is to have the old lesson repeated 
under new and sterner conditions. They have 
simxed. They have now to be taught what sin 
is, and what it costs ; a bitter truth, to be learned 
only through suffering. And history must be 
tlie schoolmaster. 
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Sin, it IB showily destroyed that first paradise ; 
it wrecks the first home; it goea on to corrupt 
the world, till God washes His ea^ dean With 
the fik>od, and starts the race afresh with a siqgk 
family; a fismiily who have the sign of hope 
shining in the skies above them, and one 
tremendous tradition^ as to the cost of sin, 
behind them. 

But a new stage has been reached, and a new 
lesson has now to be learned ; the race is to be 
purged of idolatry, and is to be taught the truth 
that lies at the root of all religion, t^t Gk>d is 
One, apd that He is a Spirit To us this seem^ 
to belong to the very alphabet of religion, for we 
are the heirs of uncounted centuries of religious 
teaching ; but to the race, and at the outset, it 
was the most difficult of truths, to be learned 
only through long ages of disc^line. So a raee 
has to be tmined — trained by the less(ms and 
sufferings of centuries — which shall be the 
channel and witness of this truth to the whole 
human family ; and the Divine method of doing 
this is visible in characters of light in the 
Kble. 
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Abraham is chosen as a starting-point We 
have^ in orderly succesdon, a trained man, a 
trained lEonily, a trained nation ; a nation whose 
history is to be the rel^ons text-book oi the 
world. The whole process is an evolution, and 
we see the chosen people — ^a people chosen for 
tdie service of the worid, not for themselres — 
passing from one schoolroom to another. 

E^j^t is a schoolroom ; and for four hundred 
years the Israelites are in it, until a group of 
Bedouins and nomads haa become a nation, a 
nation fused and welded into unity by suffering, 
and rich in civilised arts. They come out from 
Eg3^ through the drama of the ten jdi^^, ten 
shattering blows struck at all the towering 
shapes of Egyptian idolatry ; and that memory 
of overthrown gods is part of the equipment of 
the Israelites for their great office. The deaert 
is a school, with its flaming Mount — ^its law of 
the Ten Words — a great advance on the sdngle 
prohibition of paradite — ^its sufferings, its 
chain of miraculous delivemnces, its mysterious 
tabernacle wor^ip. 

Palestine, again, is a school-house, a littie land 
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no bigger Uian Wales, but shut in on every dde 
fixMn foreign invasion. And here for nearly 
1400 yeai^ tike educational process goes on, &ih 
ting this pec^le to be the channd of rdigious 
truths for the race. 

It must be remembered that the very lai^age 
of religion had to be created. Its great ideas of 
God, and of the character of God, of sin and 
of righte<»u3ness, and of the deep and eternal 
divorce betwixt tl^m, had to be made visible 
and articulate. It took two thousand years to 
root the doctrine of one God-^a truth lying at 
l^e foundation of religion — in the human con- 
sdence ; and before the process was complete, of 
the twelve tribes ten had perished, or dis- 
a|^>eared from human sight, because they refiiaed 
to learn that truth. 

Does 1^ process, as recorded in the Bible, 
seem strangely and incredibly long ? It is suffi- 
cient to rejdy that towards the end of another 
two thousand years — ^in the twentieth century 
of Christian civilisation — not one half of the 
human race has even yet learned that primary 
truth. In the British Em][Hre itself, the most 
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Christian of States, three of its subjects out of 
evary five are still idolaters. The resistmg 
power of human nature to Divine truth, ike 
slowness with which that trul^ is assimilated, is 
fatally under-estimated. 

The unhurrpng devdc^ment of this p]x>oe8s is 
in harmony with God's methods in oth^ realms. 
He did not call the earth into existei^e with 
a gesture ; it had its beginning in a(»ne far-off 
fire mist, and has reached its present state tmder 
a law of secular and slow evolution* Whcde 
ages are hidden in every bit of chalk ; the light 
of suna that shone uncounted centuries ago, 
shin^ in the gas-jet that lights the pdges of this 
book. If the sehooMiouse took so long to build, 
surely it is for an education which is to be ^n 
the same time-scale. 

But when this primary doetrine that God is 
One — that He is holy, that His character is 
the reflex of the standard of duty — ^has been 
mastered by the one selected race, and is begin- 
ning to stidn through from it to the general 
conscience of the world, then it is plain a new 
stage in the great educational process has been 
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reached-; and who looks at seculat history, at 
that moment, will see in it a curious arrest and 
pause. It is visiUy cme of the supreme moments 
of time. The ciyilisataon of the world is 
breiddng down. Heathenism is bankrupt; 
Judaism itself is arrested. The race seems to 
stand 

**, . . between two worlds : one dead, 
The other powerless to be bom." 

Then Christ comes, and Judaism, like a de- 
cayed and broken husk which once held a grain 
of wheat, a grain which ha^ now germinated, 
dies. 

Now, this process, thus sketched in barest 
outHne^ is urn interpretatipn of history which 
is intelligible, consistent,, and which fits all the 
facts. What we see is a i^iritual evolution, a 
process shaped on a single plan, and moving to 
a far-off and luiequate goal The human parties 
to it, it is true, are unconscious of the plan ; but 
this is only one more proof of the fact that there 
is a DiviuiB Mind behind the whole process. The 
plan, as a matter of jEaot, only becomes visible 
through the cloud of obscurii^ events, as we 
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look ha>ck upon it in the perspectiye of many 
ecnturies. 

This is visibly the feme reading of human 
history. No other covers all the facts. No 
other reveals one golden thread of intelligible 
purpose running through the darkness. It is 
the story of the race as the Bible alone gives it ; 
and so the Bible is the key, the only key, to the 
history of the world. 

It is true that the record, as given in the 
Bible, is incomplete. It is only a book of what 
may be called samples, and th6 key to each 
separate book in the Bible itself is the ray of 
light it sheds on some part of the great process. 
Qod's providence, for example, is iHustrated in 
such books as Ruth and Esther. The evolution 
of a language for religion is clearly the end of 
the whole ritual of the Jewish t^nple. The 
book of Psalms shows the ferment of spiritual 
life stirring in men's souls, and uttering itself in 
lyrics of worship and aspiration. The Bible is 
unintelligible on any other reading than that 
here given : but so is human history. 

The writers of the Bible, to turn to a new 
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argument, were not philosophers, but somehow 
they discovered the whole philosophy, both of 
duty and hi^piness ; and this is the second fact 
which serves as the very watermark of divinity 
in the BiUe. The secret of a living mprality, 
the one effective formula for human conduct, is 
found in its pages, and is found nowhere else in 
literature. 

What may be called the philosophy of a true 
morality is — ^as we now ^ee it — suffid^tly clear. 
It must have an adequate ideal as a standard ; 
it must possess a sufficient spiritual energy as a 
driving force. In the Bible, morality finds its 
sufficient ideal in the character of God, its 
effective energy in the love of Qod. 

Now, to a degree which is unrealised and for- 
gotten, the Bible, at this point, stands apart 
from all the religions of the world. We^might 
naturally expect tp find th^ highiest levels of 
non-Christian morality in Greece, the land of 
art and literature, the home of the race that 
has given to the world the gre^ast mart^ieces 
of literature, whose language was the mother 
tongue of JSschylus fmd Plato; or in Rome, 
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with its august conception of law, and its 
capacity for government. 

But in both Oreece and Rome morality liad 
no relation to religion, and did not ^ven pre- 
tend to find any standard or sanction in the 
charact^ of the gods. * Morality waa the busi^ 
ness of the philosophers ; religion, of the priests ; 
and neither class meddled with the affairs that 
belonged to the other. Peiiiaps the subtlest 
and profcmndest analysis of duty in Greek 
literature is supplied by Aristotle ; and he does 
not even mention God as a factor in it ! This, 
one might suggest, was fortimate for m(»ra]ity, 
for if all the divinities of Greece and Rome 
appeared in flesh and blood to-day, and per- 
formed the feats ascribed to them as gods and 
goddesses, they would be promptly handed over 
to the police. 

The complete^ divorce of moralitjr and religion 
is the characteristic of non-Christian fidths undar 
every sky and in etery age. A Greek philo- 
sopher was much •occupaed in discovering God 
and the Utiiversal Cause; but, to quote Mosfey,* 

* Jbntpton iMctvrtif p. 76. 
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of all questions there wm not one which could 
make less practical difference to the philosopher 
himself, or, in his view, to anybody else, than 
whether there was, or was not, a God. Nothing 
would have astonished him more than, when he 
had proved, in the lecture-haU, the existence oi 
a Gted, to be told to wotship Him- "Worship 
Him!^' he would have exclaimed; "worship 
what, wOTship how?*' Men might uphold, in 
argument, an infinite abstraction; they could 
not worship it. The mythological hero was 
much better fitted for worship than the Uni- 
versal Ckuse. He» at least, might be decentiy 
moral — ^if only m patches. 

The Brahminism of India, to-day, is another 
example of this complete absence of any relaticm 
betwixt human duty and the character of the 
gods. The Supreme Being of Brahminism is, 
ilk the wosds of Mosley, " a charadaerless, im- 
personal essence, without action, without will" 
He is the substmtum of everyt^iing, but himself 
is nothing. The rank and file of Hindoo gods 
are nothing leas than vile. The criminal code 
of India expressly exempts Hindoo temples from 
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the law against obscene jMctores and carvings. 
If enforced, it would dismantle half the temples 
in India. 

Now, the worship of corrupt gods must 
poison all the wells of morality. But it is 
equally true, though not so readily lecc^- 
nised, that mcnrality divorced from a pemonal 
God, Himself the standard and guard of 
niorality, inevitably perishes. Phillips Brooks, 
in one of his sermons,, asks us to imagine 
eTer}rthing that belongs to the thought of God 
to be taken away, and to consider what must 
be the consequence. "Either the conscience/' 
he says, "would be swept away, unable to 
i^nd alone, and mankind beccmie a race of 
devils; or else conscience, in its sore need, 
wduld reach out its hands in the darkness, 
and find for itself a ridigion/' 

Presently he goes on to say, " As wlmi brfore 
the sunrise millions of half-awak^ied partaclee 
of air are filled with dim suq)ieions oi the 
coming sun, there would grow up, in eountiess 
hearts, perhaps as a mii^ving, perhaps as a 
hope, the thought that the impulse towards 
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ri^tcousness in them — ^the force we call con- 
science — was but the echo of the will of some 
great Power that stood for righteousness; and 
conscience in its trouble would begin to guess 
at forgiveness. She could not tell its niethods, 
she could not invent for herself the divine 
wonder of the Cross ; but, somehow, somewhere, 
she must hope liiat pardon and repair were wait- 
ing, and in the dim smoke of some altar she 
would send up her hope towajrd heaven for a 
Qod and Saviour/* 

Now, in the Bible the sun is risen. We have 
a spiritual reading of duty. We have first the 
doctrine of one God, a doctrine that after so 
many ages finds its reflex in the latest atid 
surest conception of science, that the physical 
untverse is a unit. This God, we next learn, 
is a Person ; is EKmself of infinite righteousness ; 
and humitn duty is but the reflex of His vnH. 
And duty, when thus set in relation to a 
personal God, Uiinself of infinite righteousness, 
18 seen to be measureless in range. It shuts 
round us with the insistent pressure of ^e 
* atmosphere. It is lofty as the height of the 
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heavens themselves^ since it finds its law and 
pattern in the character of God. 

Then comes the crown of aU revelation, the 
supreme inspiration of aU duty. This God loves 
us; His bve for us is expressed in mysterious 
suffmng borne for us. He takes our flesh, that 
He may set us an example of obedience. He dies 
in a mysterious partnership with the consequences 
of our disobedience that He may deliver us. 

Here is the spiritual energy which constitutes 
the driving force of duty. Here is the supreme 
argument for the hate of sin. 

No one can deny titat duly, as thus inter- 
preted, and as thus reinforced, is the one effec- 
tive formula of conduct for the race. And it 
is found iJone in the Bible ! True or false, the 
book offers to mankind the one solution of 
the supreme problem of human life. How did 
this little cluster of Jewish peasants discover 
what escaped all tiie sages and teachers of the 
most intellectual races in the world? The 
answer is. They did not discover it; it comes 
by revelation; and this revelation is found in 
the pages of the Bible. 
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The third fact which proves the Bible tp be 
divine is that, somehow, it holds the secret, it 
teaches the art, of happiness. The supreme 
end of the Bible, of course, is not enjoyment, 
but character. It teeats hairiness as oae of 
the by-products of character* And alike for 
tl^ individual and for the race, its philosophy 
of hi^piness somehow works. Happiness is 
to be f oimd in the laws the Bible teaches, and 
nowhere else. 

There never has been a GU>lden Age in the 
stormy history of the human race; but one 
would arrive within the next, twenty-four 
hours if the Bible suddenly became the uni- 
versal rule of action. At present, it is only 
half-understood, and less than half-assinulated. 
But what of happiness the troubled earth 
knows comes from tiiose laws of conduct taught 
in the Bible. And if we track back to their 
origin what may be called the running sores 
of civilisation — the ineqwdities of social con- 
dition, the hatred of class against class, the 
cruelties of a social order built, not on brother- 
hood, but on sdifishness, the mistrucrt; betwixt 
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civiiised natiouB which finds expression in ever- 
expanding fleets and armies, the vices that 
blacken the life of the world as with fire, and 
waste it as with famine — each of these will be 
found to spring from some latent or op^i dis- 
cord with the teachings of the Bible. Each 
would be hmled if tiiat tragical discwd were 
hufi&ed. 

Let there be imagined one city on earth built 
absolutely on Christ's teaching, with brotheriiood 
Knking class to class, the €k)lden Rule the 
foundation of all business, and l^e law of love 
accept^ as the sole statute-book. It wouM 
resemble nothing so much as the city John saw, 
in vision, descending out of heaven from God. 

No other religious text-book in human litera- 
ture would survive this test Imagine the world 
shaped on the pattern of the Koran, with 
woman disrated and degraded; ima^ne the 
Atlantis of which Plato dreamed, with slavery 
as its base, l^e brothel elevated into a State 
institution, and children taught, "like young 
whelps, to scent carnage and be inured to 
daughter '^t 
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How did Peter and John succeed where Plato 
and Aristotle have failed? Where did the 
writers of the Bible learn the great secret which 
has puzzled the wit and baffled the wisdom of 
all ages? They were not philosophers; yet 
somehow they mastered a profounder wisdom 
than philosophy can teach. The answer is: It 
oame to them^ not as a human discovery, but as 
a divine revelation. He Who drew the plan of 
man's natuire, alone knows the secret of man's 
happiness ! He has told that secret in the Bible. 
And ^^if tile BSfafe, so attested by univensnl Fro- 
videtice under tibe law of the survival of the 
fittest^ is not on the whole a trustworthy religioas 
guide, tiien/' says Joseph Cook, ^' God has put 
around the orb of human exp^ienee a Batum's 
ring of coruscating falsehood* *' 
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THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE BIBLE 

*'In divinity, rnanj things must be left abrupt and 
concluded with this: <0h, the depth 1' . . .For the 
inditer of Scripture did know four things which no man 
attains to know — the mysteries of the kingdom of glory ; 
the perfection of the law and of nature; the secrets 
of the heart of man; and the future suoeession oC all 
ages." — ^Baoon. 

Thbrb are, of course, a thousand difficulties in 
the Kble; mjrsteries that puzde the intellect, 
and limitations that vex it; ethical crucUties 
that startle the conscience, imperfections of 
knowledge which distress faith. So £Eur frcmi 
any instructed faith denying the existence of 
these difficulties, it accepts them as constituting 
part of the very evidence that the Bible is 
divine. How could a book which undertakes to 
give, in the speech and thought of finite men, a 
revelation of the Infinite, be without mjrsteries ? 
A sea in which a child could safely wade is not 
the water on which great ships can sail. 

246 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEF 247 

Do we covet a revelation which woiild ezplaiD 
all mysteries ? That it proposed to achieve such 
a task would prove it to be in quarrel with the very 
plan of our earthly life. If it succeeded in its 
task it would overwhelm the human mind with 
knowledge too large for comprehension, too vast 
for use. Man's intellect, beneath such a revek- 
tion, would be destroyed, killed by mere excess 
of light, as the himian eye might be destroyed, 
scorched imto Idindness by a flame too intense. 

]|^itler's profound argument, based on th^ 
analogy betwixt the Bible and the constitution 
of the world, is still triumphant ; no answer to 
it is thinkable. The material world and tiie 
written Word are both God's instruments for lie 
training of the race, and they have the samci 
characteristics; for Gk>d's s3rBtem of govenmient 
is a unit' l%e spiritual world is on the same 
plan with the material. Each is constructed for 
ends of character, each seeks its ends by methods 
of difldplme. 

A wOTld wi4kout a puzde, where everything 
was known, lOid no truth was hidden so de^ 
that only toil could find it, would en^vate the 
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iwaon. A world without a haxdship, thitt had 
no whip of need ibr sloth, no call for sweat of 
brain and miaad/d, where food came witJK>ut tdl, 
and pleasure without effoort, would be fatal to 
the body. Man under such conditions, would 
resemble nothing so much as a shell-fish glued 
to a rock, and drowned in a sea of supply. 

We need the spur of want in nature, the sting 
oi pain, the challenge of mystery, to make us 
men. The world is a grmdstone, and in a 
gnndnritone roughness is a merit. A grindnb^ne 
of jdly would sharpen no knife. 

And all this can be translated into ^iritual 
ti^nns, and a|q[>lied to the Bible. That it is a 
revelation, limited and partial, a revelation that 
yields its light only to earnest search, tiiat it is 
culpable of being misread, nay, that it wiU be 
miiaread, if locked at with a bias bred o( dislUce, 
or even with mcorely careless eyes — all this is 
only to say that t^e Bible, like nature, is an 
instrument shaped by Gk>d for ends of diseiplixie. 
It is a 9ook written, not to save Ibe human 
ixmd £rom effort, but to rouse it to effort 

The ethical diffiQultief qi tk^ Bible are due, in 
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port, to the fact th^t the Bible represents an 
educational proces£^ and its lessons are in an 
ascending scale. Bules c<Hae first, pdnciples 
next ; love, as both the energy and the inter- 
pretation of duty, last of all. This is the 
{dalosophical order ; it is, in the Bible^ ihe ojAex 
of history. This explains why the morality of 
the Jewi&h times and <tf tl^ Jewish race was not, 
and could not be, the moraUty of the twentieth 
Christian century, David, in the Psalms^ no 
doubts .sconetimes expresses what we 8ha^ld 
to-day call non-Christian sentimwts^ but then 
Dftvid belonged to ^e eighth cfpitury b^c^ 
Cl^t, not the twentieth .century after QinL 

Jt is sometimes asked, with a certain note of 
triwaph by those who hat^ the Bible, and in 
disquieted accents by those who loye it, does it 
not include some errors of feu^t, or of science? 
But the Yery form of the question is misleading. 
Snj^se it be asked, ''Are there errors in 
Shl^espeare ? " The obvious anaw^ would be 
that Sbakj^peare's writings ax^ dramatic and 
l4etorii4; tliey reproduce ancient f^^ans of sp^ieQl^ 
obfoliite habits oi thonght, Hyes set und^r othw 
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conditions of knowledge than exist to-day. And 
in the degree in which the dramatist is true to 
life, he will depict his characters as speaking and 
acting according to the conditions of their own 
time. 

But Butler's great argument may be carried 
fiirther. The personal Word — ^the Word made 
flesh — ^and the written word — the Bible, have 
profound resemblances. Each, in turn, is a 
paradox, the disappointment of all natural ex- 
pectations; each has the same difficidties, the 
same apparent limitations. If a committee of 
philosophers had been aj^inted to imagine an 
incarnation — the entrance into a race fallen into 
discord with the laws of Ike TAaker of that 
race — ^in what terms would such a committee 
have pictured the incarnate God making EBs 
appearance ? 

Would l^ey have guessed that He would come 
as a Jew, a peasant, a Oalilean carpenter, witfi- 
out wealth or learning, with a ministiy sttetdang 
through only three brirf years? Would they 
have su|^>06ed that, coming as a Teac^ier, He 
would have left not a single written sentence 
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of His teaching behind Him ? Above all, would 
they have guessed that He would come into 
life by the door of the manger, and go out of it 
by the sad gate of the cross ? What a bundle 
of incredibilities such an Incarnation would — ^in 
advance — ^have seemed 1 Yet the ministry of 
Christ, under exactly these conditions, has re- 
made — ^and is re-making — ^the world. 

And all this is true of the ffible. In form, 
as we have seen, it is a paradox. It hides 
amazing energy under a mask of weakness, just 
as a speck of radium, microscopic in dimensions, is 
a fire-fountain, pouring forth energies that are tfie 
puzzle of science. It is a Book tiiat challenges 
curiosity, but refuses to satisfy it ; tiiat tells us 
little where we think it might tell us much, It 
is saturated with mysteries. 

But the Bible, it must be repeated, is meant 
to be a discipline for reason, not a substitute 
for it It has no treasures for idle hands, no 
truth for careless brains, no light for eyes that 
love darkness, and want only darkness. 

The Bible, it may be added, is perhaps the 
worst-used book in literature. What other 
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volume has been turned to such sad uses ; has 
had such strange meanings read into it, or 
wrung out from it What was meant to be a 
medicine has been turned into a weapon, not to 
say a p<»son. The Book, intended to be the 
gard^[i of the Lord, has been transfigured into a 
human battlefield. What evil fires have raged 
over its pages, fires that might well blacJiLen the 
whole landscape t ^t the fires pass, and, scarred 
by no blackness, the divine landscape of the 
Bible emerges afi^eah with its blossomii^ flowers, 
its soujMi of ruxming waters, i^s majesty of 
purple hilk rising to the sky. The souls of ever- 
new generatiQ^s drink of its deajr streams, and 
lie down in its green pastures. 
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PART II 

THE ALIEBNATIVES TO CHRISTIAN 
FAITH ABOUT THE BIBLE 

CHAPTER I 
IS THE BIBLE A FORaERTf 

**The integrity of the records of the Ohristiaa laith is 
•ubitaatiatod by evidmoe, m « teirfokl proportioiit nu^e 
▼anoQS, copious, and conclusiye than that which can be 
adduced in support of any other ancient writings/' — Isaao 
Tatlob. 

To attack the ]%ble is easy; to discover 
doubts ibout it is a business which does not 
greatly tax the intellect. But those ^o reject 
the Bible are bound to supply an explanation 
for it. Doubt about the Bible is itself, of 
course, an explanation, for every denial is but 
an affirmation reversed. When the proposition, 
*' The Bible is true," is rejected, there must be 
some rival proposition, latent or expressed, 
which is affirmed to be more credible. What, 
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then, are the altematiyes to the Christian £ftith 
about the Bible ? They are cuiiouBly few, and 
are perfectly definite. 

The first is the theory that the whole Book 
is a forgery. It represents nothing better than 
the invention of rogues. The events it deiscribes 
never happened. There never was a Jewish 
nation ; prophets and psalmists and evangelists 
are mere fictions. No Christ ever lived who 
spoke the parables and wrot^ht the miracles of 
the gospel; no Churches existed to whom the 
E[nstles were actually addressed The Bible is 
an unhistoric Grimm^s "Fairy Tales" or "Alice 
in Wonderland." 

This, every one will admit, is a very clumi^ 
and stupid explanation of the l^ble. No scholar 
will make him^lf responsible for it. Ai^ one 
with tiie faintest touch of th^ historic sense will 
smile at it The smallest acquaintance witibi the 
Book itself* or with the histcnry of the world, 
makes this theory rkliculous. It is, in fact, an 
incredibility so vast that its acceptance is the 
master effort of human credulity. 

We are asked to believe t^at the 3ook which 
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in every sentence rebukes falsehood is itself the 
product of a scheme of fraud— a fraud without 
a motive — stretching through ages, running from 
land to land, from race to race, from century to 
century. Its writers are the most stupendous 
procession of liars that ever marched through 
history. What spectacle can be imagined more 
amazing than this, of a vast and unkno^i 
company of rogues, toiling like missi(maries, and 
dying as martyrs, to palm off on the human 
race a Book which whips lying with sternest 
penalties through this world and the next ? 

If the writers were ^ood men, it is incredible 
that they should try to beguile the race into 
goodness by the arts of rogues. But if they were 
bad men, it is still more wildly incredible that 
they should invent a book intended to persuade 
men into goodness, by any means whatever. If 
the Bible be a forgery, too, we may well reflect 
in speechless wonder on the miraculous cleverness 
of the forgery. For this is a fraud interwoven 
with history, and running all the risks to which 
a lie is exposed when it touches history. It is 
knittedj at a hundred points, to actual events ; 
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it is interwoven with the doings of real men and 
women by coincidences so deep and so hidden 
that to-day — nearly two thousand years after this 
great literary lie was finished, and the liars who 
invented it are dead — we are only just finding 
them out 

The Bible as a forgery must be pronoupced 
not only the most audacious and circumstantial, 
but the most miraculously successful fi*aud in 
history. For, somehow, it is attested by inde- 
pendent evidence, witnessed by great institutions, 
authenticated by monuments only just dug out 
of tiie sand of centuries. It has created the 
Ohristian religion. 

If it be a forgery it must have lain open, 
at the very moment of its publication, to 
instant and scornful detection. How, in fact, 
could such a fable have crept out into the 
light, and escape being branded as a lie on 
the spot? How could the Apostles, for ex- 
ample, tell in Jerusalem itself the stoty of 
Christ's miracles and teaching ; of the trial in 
Pilate's hall, of the scene on Calvary — when 
everybody in the city must have known the 
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whde tale to be an invention? And from its 
very nature — ^its pretensions to be history, and 
to be the explanation of history — ^the chances 
of detection must have multiplied against the 
Bible with every day that passed. And yet it 
has escaped detection ! It challenges all disproof ! 
Suppose some historian produced a book 
designed to show that the Norman Conquest 
never took place; that William the Conqueror 
was a myth, Hastings a fable, the Doomsday 
Book a forgery, etc. Such a theory would 
leave modem England, itself, unintelligible. 
The social life, the institutions, the legal code, 
the very landscape of England are the witnesses 
of that far-off historical event And it may be 
said with confidence that the social life, the laws, 
the literature, the very landscape of the civilised 
world, are witnesses against the theory that the 
Bible is a mere forgery. " If Christ," says 
Fairbaim,* "had not been what He was, and 
stood where He did, could anything in history 
be as it has been, or as it is ? May we not 
speak of Him as the keystone of the arch which 

* FMloBophy of the Christian Religion^ p. 667. 
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spans the gulf of Time? But can we conceive 
that the keystone came there by accident, or 
otiierwise than by the hand which built tiie 
bridge, which opened the chasm, and determined 
the course of the river that flows beneath ? " 

The theory which dismisses the Bible as a 
literary fraud, a book of fables, deserves nothing 
but intellectual contempt. It asks more credulity 
for its acceptance than the whole Christian 
scheme requires oi sober faith. 
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CHAPTER II 

IS THE BIBLE ONLY ONE OF THE SAOBSD 
BOOKS OF THE RACE! 

''These luni-ChnstiaQ Bibles are all developments in Utf 
wrong direction. They begin with some flashes of true 
light, and end in ntter darkness." — ^Pbofbssor MoifiSR 

WlLUAlIS. 

The second altematiye, a little less visibly and 
instantly absurd than the theory of forgery, is 
that the Bible is only one of the many Sacred 
Books of the worid, a little better than others, 
perhaps, but belonging to the same general class. 
There is a whole library of these ethnic Bibles — 
the Mohammedan Koran, the Buddhist Canon 
of Sacred Scriptures, the Zendavesta, the Vedas, 
eta The study of comparative religions has, in 
fact, grown to a science. These " Bibles " express 
the spiritual life, the aspirations, the superstitious, 
llie guesses of the nation to which they belong ; 
and the Christian Bible, it may be contended, 
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belongs to this class. It is only a page — or even 
a single column — in a great biblical polyglot 

No inspiration need be postulated for it on 
this theory, any more than for the Vedas or for 
the Koran. No divine authority is hidden in its 
syllables. The conscience owes it no allegiance, 
and faith no surrender. It is simply one of the 
many forms in which the religious impulse, which 
forms an indestructible part of human nature, 
has found historic expression. The Christian 
Bible, perhaps, is better in some respects than 
the other ethnic Bibles; but it has a similar 
origin. The whole question is one of sci6iiti&^ 
dassification. 

No one who knows the facts would hesitate 
to risk the whole case for the BiUe on this single 
point. Classification is a question of science. 
It is determined by a study of structure, of 
agreements and differences in the things com- 
pared. And no instructed science can possibly 
put the Bible in the same category with the so- 
called Sacred Books of other religions. Not 
only does it breathe another atmosphere and talk 
another language than they; it is built on 
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another plan. Alike by what it omits and by 
what it includes, it is unique. 

It is not like the ** BiUes '* of other races, a 
mass of clotted superstition, a nightmare of 
insane dreams, saturated with immorality — ^in 
which only stray passages that show a gleam of 
truth can be discovered. 

The Bible resembles an inhabited landscape. 
It is human, ordered, rational ; it shows every- 
where the characters of mind, imd of mind 
working on plan. But the Sacred Books of 
heathen nations resemble the world of pre- 
historic times, with dragons tearing each other 
in the slime, and strange shapes splashing tiirough 
the hot and shallow seas, and dimly visible through 
the stifling mists. Who would dare to dwell in 
such a scene, or to wander in such companionship ? 

If we judge the Bible, again, not by what it 
omits, but by what it includes, we find that it is 
parted from the '' Bibles " of heathendom by at 
least three profound difi^Nrences. 

It is, for one thing, the only monoth^tic 
Bible known to history — allowing for the Koran, 
which, in a sense, is its offspring. And sciei^, 
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whioh kas learned that the material system of 
things is a unit, can only smile at the polytheistic 
extravagances, the multiple creators and creations 
of the other Sacred Books of the world. The 
Bible, again, is a Book knitted together through 
all its parts by a single great idea — the idea of a 
divine salvation being wrought out for men. 
And, finally, it links religion, at every point, to 
morality. It is monotheistic, it is ethical, it is 
structurally a unit; here are three fundamental 
differences betwixt the Bible and all its rivals. 

The intellectual interval betwixt the Bible and 
all the other so-called Saored Books, is vast ; but 
the moral interval is past measuring. No one, 
for example, would dare to print in English an 
unexpurgated edition of the Sacred Boo^ of tiie 
East ; their ** sacredness '' includes some very vile 
elraients. 

Professor Monier Williams is one of the 
greatest authorities on these ethnic Bibles, and he 
has given his opinion of lliem in memorable 
words: ^' These non-Christiim Bibles," he says, 
'^ are all developments in the vyrong direction. 
They begin with some flashes of true light. 
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and end in utter darkness. • • . Pile them, 
if you will, on the left side of your study table ; 
but {dace your Holy Bible on the right side, 
all alone, and with a wide gap between." * 

No scholar of modem times, again, more com- 
pletely saturated himself with the literature of 
these ethnic Bibles than did Professor Max Miiller ; 
but he brought from the experiemce a reinforced 
fedth in Christianity. '' Christ," he writes, '^spoke 
a new language, a language no doubt liable to 
be misunderstood as all language is, but a 
language which has imparted a new glory to 
the whole face of the world. Christianity in- 
volves a complete change in the spiritual 
condition of mankind; it marks the great 
turning point in the history of the world." f 

"Christ," declares Max Miiller, "is the fulfilr 
ment of all the world has been longing for and 
striving after." 

''How shall I describe," he says, writing to 
a friend, " what I found in the New Testament ? 

* Speeeh in London, before the English Church Mission- 
ary Society, ISW. 

t AfUhrqpologieal BeUgian, p. 380. 
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I had not read it for many years, and was jwe- 
judiced against it befwe I took it in hand. The 
light which struck Paid with blindneira on his 
way to Damascus was not more strange (than 
that which fell on me) when I suddenly 
discovered the fulfilment of all h&peB, the 
highest perfection of philosophy, the key to 
sU the seeming contradictions of tiie physical 
and moral world. The whole world seemed to 
me to be ordered for the sole purpose of further- 
ing ike religion of the Redeemer; and if this 
religion is not Divine, I understand nothing 
at all. In all my studies of the ancient times, 
I have always felt the want of something, and 
it was not until I knew our Lord that all was 
clear to me. With Him, there 4s notliing I am 
unable to solve.*' 

When concluding a lecture at Manchest^ on 
the Yedas he said, ''No one who has ncM^ 
examined patientiy and honestly the other 
religions of the world can know what Christi- 
anity really is, or can join with such truth and 
sincerity in the words of St. Paul, * I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ'*' When 
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Max Miiller himself was djdng, a friend bent 
over him and whispered in his ears the com- 
pletion of that great verse — " For it is the power 
of GoA unto salvation to every one that 
believeth/' *^ Yes," said the dying man, trying 
to raise his voice, " and from that I have never 
wavered." Almost his last words were a 
fragment of one of the psalms: "Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee because he trusteth in Thee." The 
translator of the Sacred Books of the East 
turned from them to the Christian Bible in 
search of a charm that could sweeten his 
own life, and rob his own dying hour of 
darkness. 

The theory that the Bible is simply one of the 
many Sacred Books known to history, with no 
greater pretensions to divine authority than 
they possess, cannot be sustained for a moment. 
The attempt to put the Bible in the same cate- 
gory, say, with the Zendavesta or the Vedas, is 
like trying to place Canterbury Cathedral in the 
same class with the grass hut of an African 
savage. 
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CHAPTER III 

IS THE BIBLE A BOOK OF DREAMSI 

** I know that the Bible is €k>d'9 book because it is man's 
book, because it fits into every fold and turn of human 
experience." — ^Arthur Hallam. 

It is impossible to dismiss the Bible as having 
been forged by a committee of rogues ; it is equally 
impossible to put it aside as being merely the 
crystallised superstitions and aspiraticms of a 
particular race. But there is a third explanation 
possible, much more respectful, if not plausible, 
than either of these. The Bible, on this theory, 
represents the dreams of a band of enthusiasts. 
It is a record of what a succession of good but 
deluded men wished to be true, imagined to be 
true, and ended by believing to be true. It is 
thus a book of delusions, with gleams of real 
truth shining here and there through the mist ; 
but it is uninspired and unhistoric It has many 
valuable elements which a wise man will select, 
and the rest he may at pleasure reject 
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This theory does not quarrel with science by 
classing unlike things together; and, further, it 
escapes — or seems to escape — the absurdity of 
holding that the one Book in the world which 
is the servant and teacher of truth came into 
existence as the invention of a conspiracy of 
liars. But does it really escape from this 
incredible folly? 

ThB truth is that the Bible, like Christ, shuts 
men up to a definite and inevitable choice. It is 
certain that no half-way judgment about Christ 
is possible. He cannot be attenuated into a 
dream, or be politely waved off the stage of 
history as an interesting, harmless but deluded 
enthusiast If Christ is not Ood, He is not even 
a good man. He must be a lunatic or a knave : 
a dilemma that shocks both commonsense and 
natural feeling, but from which there is no 
escape. 

It is exactly so with l^e Bible, and the men 
who wrote the Bible. The writers of this Book 
are not poets dwdling in a realm of the 
imagination ; they are not philosophers weaving 
some more or less ingenious explanation of the 
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unirene; they are not advocates arguing for 
victory. Tkey claim to be witnesses to plain 
facts. 

They walk on the common earth ; they hnag 
us not arguments, but a personal experience. 
" That which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word of life " — 
this is the substance of their message. Hiey 
claim to offer us, it must be repeated, not specu- 
lations, but facts ; not syllogisms, but a history ; 
and they do this with the accents and the authority 
of personal witnesses. 

Now, either the story is true, or the witnesses 
lie. There is no half-way stage betwixt these 
two positions. And the writers of the New 
Testament, it may be added, give the strongest 
proof of their sincerity. They lived only to tdl 
their story, they died as nuuiyrs for their story. 
And if the facts are not as they describe tiiem — 
&cts which they themselves say they have seen 
with their eyes, and their hands have handled* — 
then they are simply a procession of liars, mid of 
the most wonderful liars that ever defied through 
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history. For they were liars Dot only without a 
motive and without a reward, but without a 
purpose. 

Those who hold this remarkable theory may 
weU be asked to answer two plain questions: 
First, wky should the writers of the New Testa* 
ment have inyented this story? It did not 
bring them riches. It did not open the pathway 
to power. The only earthly reward it brought 
th^n was the scourge, the sword, the stake. 

It is sometimes argued that what may be called 
the Messianic hopes of the Jews explain the fable 
of Christ The Jews expected a Messiah; and 
as he failed to appear, they invented one. But 
Christ, it is clear, was, from the Jewish point of 
view, the wrong Messiah ; He disappointed every 
hope, insulted every tradition, and shocked every 
expectation of the Jewish mind. A committee 
of Jewish peasants, who set about either imagin- 
ing <x inventing a concrete Messiah, would 
certainly have produced quite another figure to 
that of Jesus Christ 

But it may be asked not only why should^ but 
how oovld^ the Jews of that day invent the 
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nuktchleas gospds, witii ihdr radiant beauty and 
loftjr ethical ideals? It takes a Jesus to imagine 
a Jesus. That a company of Jews — of Galilean 
Jews, of Jews in the time of Nero — ^the narrowest 
group of the most bigoted race, in ite darkest 
hour— could invent a story which, if it be only 
a po^n or a dream, leaves the whole literature 
of the world surpassed, this is the last of 
incredibilities. 

How does it come to pass, it may be asked, 
that where Plato and Aristotle failed, Peter the 
fisherman and Paul the tent-mi^er succeeded? 
For they have certainly given us a system of 
ethics, and even a philosophy of ethics, which is 
to all others known to literature what Alpine 
snows are to the mud of city streets. How 
do they come, again, to give us a rdigion so 
generous in its spirit that it overleaps all the 
separating gulfs of race, and climate, and speech ? 
This is not Jewish, but the antithesis of 
everything Jewish, 

An attempt is sometimes made to explain the 
Bible by an easy and G^)acious generalisation. 
What Greek intellect was in philosophy, and 
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Roman genius in the art of government, the 
Hebrew mind is in religion. So, it is customary 
to say, the Bible is simply the expression in 
literature of the Hebrew mind. But the explan- 
ation will not, for a moment, hold good. The 
Hebrew mind is in the world to-day ; it is quick 
and fertile in art, daring in politics, grasping in 
business; but it is, perhaps, the least spiritual 
type of mind the race knows. The Hebrew 
mind, for one brief, golden hour, was the channel 
through which the Spirit of God flowed into 
human history; but the channel is not the 
river. 

We have in the Talmud the measure of what 
Hebrew genius, unassisted, can do in the realm 
of religion. Paley dismissed the contention that 
the early Christian writers invented the gospels 
by the consideration that, judged by their other 
known writings, it is perfectly certain they cotdd 
not have performed that feat. And how could 
the men who wrote the Talmud have possibly 
written tJie gospels? A perfectly competent 
authority. Professor Margoliouth, says: "The 
fatal want of the Jewish mind, judged by the 
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Talmud, is a want of ariginality. They can 
borrow, they cannot invent. The moment Jew- 
ish literature separates itself from the Bible, 
originality perishes. 

'*How/' he asks, "are we to reconcile witii 
this most patent want of originality tiie ex- 
traordinary phenomenon of such a race having 
produced a literature which, after having once 
taken its place at the head of the literature of 
the world, has no intention of quitting that post ? 
The lost literatures that come to light rarely 
have any value of their own. Egypt and 
Assyria produced monuments which were long 
lost, but now are found and deciphered. Who 
reads them except out of mere curiosity, or to 
aid him in some other study ? Indian literature 
is now as easy of access as Greek ; but who cares 
for it? One or two isolated morsels, perhaps, 
are known beyond professional circles, but 
nothing else. 

"The Bible itself explains this f»roblem by 
the theory that the best of Israelitish litera- 
ture was communicated to its authors fix)m 
without — that it was the result of special 
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fkvours conferred on privileged members of the 
race. * Men spake as they were moved/ The 
nation, which of itself could do nothing for 
science or philosophy, which could not observe 
and could not experiment, which could not 
compile a grammar nor invent a metre, produced 
the books which, owing to the profundity of 
their contents, 'the first man did not fully 
know, and the last man has not sounded to the 
bottom/ Truly this is the Lord's doing, and it 
ismarveUousinoureyes/'* 

♦ Lines of Dtftrwt t^ the Biblical ReveUtium^ p. 264. 
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EPILOGUE 

Whbbb does this course of argument leave 
us ? At the lowest reading of the evidence, the 
Christian faith, it may be claimed, with absolute 
confidence, emerges from the debate undestroyed. 
It has mysteries which must wait for other light 
than earthly skies know before they disappear. 
It has difficulties which only a larger wisdom 
than that the mind now possesses can solve; 
but the general faith of Christendom certainly 
suffers no disproof. The most eager critic will 
not claim that it can be so disproved, that it is 
safe to disregard it And it is madness to forget 
that the moral obligations of Christianity survive 
until the point of final disproof is attained. 

That point, it must be repeated, is not reached ; 
it cannot be reached; and so the authority of 
Christianity as a scheme of life remains. For 
the amplest doubt, while yet it is only a doubt, 
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is no discharge from action; while even an 
imperfect faith challenges an instant obedience. 

But as a study in alternatives, what room is 
left to a sane mind for hesitation betwixt the 
Christian faith and the rival creeds, disguised 
as ** doubts," which claim its place ? We try to 
escape choice betwixt these opposites ; we think 
we do escape. But we can only do this by 
shutting our eyes to the behefs behind our 
unbelief. They exist; they claim — ^they seize, 
as by right — ^the place in our lives we deny to 
Christianity. We criticise, we specnlate; and 
think this is the sum of what we do. But all 
the while we do something else. We live ; we 
act; and life and action must have a creed 
behind them. 

And, thank God, there are multitudes who 
walk in the gloom, and even live in the very 
anguish, of doubt, and yet keep the ethics of 
faith. They are in the kingdom of God, 
though they know it not. " Blessed are they," 
said Christ, '' that have not seen and yet have 
believed." And surely He would say, too, 
** Blessed are they who lack the clear light 
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of faith, and yet yield the obedience of 
faith," 

But what about those who cherish doubt as 
a sort of luxury ; or try to evade the certainty 
of faith as if it were a bondage ? What about 
those who, with an unconfessed moral or in- 
tellectual cowardice, try to escape giving any 
verdict on the great issues of religion ? These 
need to be reminded that their very doubts are 
verdicts. They are creeds in disguise. What 
men need to see — and too commonly refuse to 
see— ^is the affirmatives of their doubts. 

On the great question of God the alterna- 
tives, as we have seen, are atheism, pantheism, 
agnosticism ; but how faint are the proofs which 
justify these theories considered as positive 
creeds I How thick and slab they are with 
difficulties ! How insecure is the standing ground 
they offer ! Who builds his life — and risks those 
issues larger than life which hang on faith — on 
the evidences for atheism, or for pantheism, or 
for agnosticism, is taking risks that may well 
appal the reason. Where Christianity asks a 
sober faith, these rival creeds owe their acceptance 
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either to a desperate credulity which is the 
scandal of reason, or to metaphysical sophistries 
which bewilder reason. 

Or take, again, the inevitable alternatives to 
the Christian faith about Christ Is it sane to 
risk all the tremendous issues of character and 
destiny on the theory that the loftiest and most 
potent Figure in human history was nothing 
better than a shadow, the dream of poets, or 
even the invention of knaves? If Christ be 
only a dream, is not the dream fairer than all 
reality ? This is a dream, too, which somehow 
has changed the face of the world. Do dreams 
work such miracles? Has the Face — ^the ima- 
ginary Face — of a Galilean peasant, affected liie 
world more profoundly than the speculations of 
all philosophers, the swords of all warriors, the 
genius of all statesmen ? Looked at as a creed, 
this theory is the wildest unreason. 

We do not dwell on the more shocking theory 
still that Christ was a lunatic, or even an impostor. 
No sane person will make himself responsible £Dr 
such an assertion. But take the theory that 
Christ is nothing better than the name of a 
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myth, the symbol of an acddental cluster of 
superstitions and fancies that, somehow, have 
clustered round this particular ntune; — it is to 
be noted that even Strauss, before he died, gave 
up the myth theory ; — and any one who realises 
the part Christianity has played, and is yet to 
play, in history — any one who behind all the 
dust and tumult of the wodd can hear ''the 
mighty waters rolling evermore " that make up 
the stream of Christian influence, must reject as 
the idlest folly the explanation that resolves the 
source of that stream into a mytL 

Christ cannot be dismissed without a verdict. 
If He be not the Teacher and the Redeemer of 
mankind, the question clamours for answer, 
"What is He?" Is He dream, myth^ or im- 
postor ? Each of these theories, when considered 
as a definite creed, with its own evidences and 
difficulties, and its own ethics — is absolutely 
incredible. 

All this may be said, in turn, of the Bible. 
Here is a book by which the best spirits of 
our race have lived and died. It is visibly 
the root of the best things in the world. Dying 
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hands cling to it Multitudes would join in de- 
claring it to be " the fountain light of all their 
day," the "master light of all their seeing." 
And what are the altematiyes to Christian £uth 
in the Bible? Is it to be dismissed as the 
imagination of untaught peasants, the crystal- 
lised superstition of dark ages and perished 
races ? It would need a very courageous logic, 
indeed, to attempt the proof of these theories 
as definite and positive creeds. 

We cannot subsist on negatives. The busi^ 
ness of the sane and honest intellect is to look 
at each doubt in turn as a positive creed ; to try 
its evidences as those of Christianity are tried ; to 
cast its diflSculties into the same scales with the 
difficulties of Christianity ; and then to extract 
from the whole process a sane law of conduct 

That law of conduct will assuredly be found 
to run in the path where the feet of Christ, and 
of all the saints of all the ages since Christ came, 
have trodden. 
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